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The barrel, sighting rib, and ejec¬ 
tor rod housing are a rugged, one 
piece forging of heat-treated 
stainless or cnrome-molybdenum 
steel. The rear sight on Security- 
Six models is adjustable for wind¬ 
age and elevation. 


Ruger double-action revolvers are 
designed for great strength, with 
extra metal where it counts—in 
the top strap and critical areas 
around the barrel threads. 


The spring-loaded firing pin is 
enclosed in the frame. With the 
trigger released and the transfer- 
bar withdrawn below the firing 
pin, the hammer rests directly on 
the frame and cannot contact the 
firing pin. 


The transfer-bar safety system 
provides that the hammer blow 
can be transmitted to the firing 
pin only when the trigger is pulled 
all the way to the rear. This is a 
positive internal safety feature. 


Music wire or stainless steel coil 
springs are used throughout the 
Ruger double-action revolvers. 


DISASSEMBLED VIEW 


RUGER DOUBLE-ACTION REVOLVERS 


Ruger double-action revolvers have been expressly designed to 
handle the powerful .357 Magnum cartridge, and are also per¬ 
fectly matched to the .38 Special and 9mm Parabellum car¬ 
tridges. Where our competitors have had to enlarge their 
revolvers, our compact design handles Magnum loads without 
excessive weight. They have the structural strength to withstand 
the firing of many thousands of service rounds under the most 
rugged conditions, providing the user with an unprecedented 
degree of reliability and durability—proven repeatedly by test! 

The Ruger double-action revolver breaks down into sub- 
assemblies in seconds without tools. The working parts are 
installed through the top and bottom of the solid side-wall 
frame. In this way we avoid the use of a removable side-plate 
which would weaken the frame. Furthermore, our frame is con¬ 
structed with heat-treated chrome-molybdenum or stainless 
steel alloy with extra metal where it counts: in the top strap and 
critical areas around the barrel threads. Most of the small inter¬ 
nal parts of Ruger double-action revolvers are made of stainless 
steel, even in standard blued models. 

Ruger double-action revolvers are accurate, with smooth trig¬ 
ger pulls, and are handsomely finished to reflect the precision 
that is built into them in every way. See the Ruger double-action 
revolvers at your Ruger Dealer or write to us for a free color cata¬ 
log of the entire line of fine Ruger sporting firearms. 


RUGER, SECURITY-SIX, SERVICE-SIX. and SPEED-SIX are U.S. registered trademarks 
copyright 1982 by Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc. 


SECURITY-SIX® REVOLVERS 




Catalog 





Model 

Caliber 

Number 

Barrel 

Sights 

Finish 

117 

357 Mag 

RDA-32 

2%" 

Adj 


Blued 

117 

357 Mag 

RDA-34-H* 

4" 

Adj 


Blued 

117 

357 Mag 

RDA-34-H*-Tt 

A" 

Ad, 


Blued 

117 

357 Mag 

RDA-36 , 

6" 

Ad, 


Blued 

117 

357 Mag 

RDA-36-Tf 

6" 

Adj 


Blued 

717 

357 Mag 

GA-32 

2W f 

Adj 


Stainless 

717 

357 Mag 

GA-34-H* 

4" 

Adj 


Stainfess 

717 

357 Mag 

GA-34-H*-Tf 

4" 

Adj 


Stainless 

717 

357 Mag 

GA-36 

6" 

Ad 


Stainless 

717 

357 Mag 

GA-36-Tt 

6" 

Ad 


Stainless 

POLICE 

SERVICE-SIX® 

REVOLVERS 





Model 

Caliber 

Catalog 

Number 

Barrel 

Sights 

Finish 

107 

357 Mag 

SDA-32 

2W r 

Fixed 

Blued 

107 

357 Mag 

SDA-34 

4" 

Fixed 

Blued 

108 

38 Spl 

SDA-84 

A" 

Fixed 

Blued 

109 

9mm 

S DA-9 4 

A " 

Fixed 

Blued 

707 

357 Mag 

GF-34 

A" 

Fixed 

Stainless 

708 

38 Spl 

GF-84 

4" 

Fixed 

Stainless 

SPEED-SIX® REVOLVERS 

Model 

Caliber 

Catalog 

Number 

Barrel 

Sights 

Finish 

207 

357 Mag 

SS-32 

2%" 

Fixed 

Blued 

207 

357 Mag 

SS-34 

4" 

Fixed 

Blued 

208 

38 Spl 

SS-82 

2 W> 

Fixed 

Blued 

209 

9mm 

SS-92 

2W f 

Fixed 

Blued 

209 

9mm 

SS-94 

4" 

Fixed 

Blued 

737 

357 Mag 

GS-32 

2 W f 

Fixed 

Stainless 

737 

357 Mag 

GS-34 

4" 

Fixed 

Stainless 

738 

38 Spl 

GS-82 

2W 

Fixed 

Stainless 

739 

9mm 

GS-92 

2 W 

Fixed 

Stainless 


*Heavy Barrel 

tTarget Grips, White Outline Rear Sight, Red Ramp Front Sight 



WRITE FOR A FREE COLOR CATALOG OF THE ENTIRE LINE OF FINE RUGER FIREARMS. 

SINGLE COPIES OF INSTRUCTION MANUALS FOR ALL MODELS OF RUGER FIREARMS ARE 
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST -PLEASE SPECIFY MODEL FOR WHICH YOU REQUIRE A MANUAL. 

STURM, HUGER & Company, Inc. 

123 Lacey Place 

Southport, Connecticut 00490 I .S.A. 

ALL RUGER FIREARMS ARE DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED IN RUGER FACTORIES IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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RUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Here’s a conversion you can bet your life oni Now you can transform your Ruger 1022 
into a selective-fire, close-quarter combat gun you can trust. We know you’ll not find a 
design to match this one! With simple handtools, you can build the parts that will convert 
your trusty Ruger 1022 into a selective-fire weapon that can fire over 1,000 rounds per 
minute on full auto—all without modifying the receiver or trigger in any way. Just snap on 
the conversion parts, and you’re ready for whatever—or whomever—comes. Over sixty 
explicit photos, machinist’s drawings and full scale-templates accompany the detailed 
instructions for making this conversion foolproof. Unlike some lightweight Ruger con¬ 
version plans, this plan really works! The Ruger 1022 is the workhorse of the gun world- 
dependable, inexpensive, with good availability of ammo and accessories. And now 
yours, too, can be readied to take on all comers! 9x12, softcover, illus., 86 pp. $12.00 


WAR STORY 
by Jim Morris 

Now. the tough, tender story of the Vietnam war—told as 
it really happened—by a former Green Beret who was 
there. The death and devastation, the sweltering sun and 
torrential rains, the body counts and atrocities are all 
part of War Story. Jim Morris loved South Vietnam and its 
people and sometimes killed for them. He writes about 
the camaraderie of the Montagnards and the men who 
served under him. Morris received the Purple Heart and 
Bronze Star. 6 xJJ, hardcover, 342 pp. $14.95 



SURVtVAL POACHING 
by Ragnar Benson 
Tells the survtvalist how to collect 
wild game under any circumstan¬ 
ces, using Indian secrets. Shows 
specific poaching methods for 
deer. elk. bear, moose, beaver, 
mink, muskrat, trout, salmon, 
grouse, pheasant, ducks, and 
dozens more. Includes detailed 
plans for many traps, snares, dead¬ 
falls. etc Truly a fascinating and 
useful selection 5V? x 8V 250 pp 
hardcover, illus. $14.95 


SILENCERS IN THE 1980S 
Great Design*, Great Designers 
by J. Datid Trilby 

Now. an in-depth, fully illustrated report on the newest 
developments in suppressor technology. J. David Truby 
provides all-new info on the innovative designs of today's 
suppressor designers, plus explosive data on those who 
use them. His investigative research gives definitive 
comparisons of models, prices, features, kits, indepen¬ 
dent manufacturers, and silencer technology. You'll not 
read this privy info anywhere else* 8V4 x 11. softcover. 132 
photos, 120 pp. $12.00 


US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

1982 edition of the finest military medical handbook we 
have ever seen 1 The U S Army Special Forces are known 
to train the world s most accomplished medics, and this 
book is the reason why It has everything: 400 pages of 
comprehensive info on disease diagnosis and treatment, 
emergency war surgery, drugs and doses, emergency 
paramedical skills, plus big sections on pediatrics, ob¬ 
stetrics. orthopedics, emergency dental treatment, and 
much, much more Every survival library musf have this 
book! 4x7 softcover. illus 400 pp $14.95 


COMBAT 

SURVIVAL 


COURSE NOTES 


SAS COMBAT SURVIVAL 

Never before available to the pub¬ 
lic. An extremely useful, complete 
manual on physical and combat 
survival, training, and tactics Con¬ 
tains rare info on evading and si¬ 
lencing guard dogs sabotage, 
intelligence gathering, survival 
navigation, primitive medicine, 
evasion and escape, animal traps, 
and much more 1 8'. x 11. softcover. 
illus.. 160 pp. $14.95 


THE MINI-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Use this new home workshop guide to convert your Mini 
into a selective-fire, silenced. SWAT-type weapon! Pro¬ 
vides complele workshop plans. 50 close-up photos, 
and full-scale templates. This conversion process re¬ 
quires no machining or special tools. Once completed, it 
takes just five minutes to drop in the Automatic Connec¬ 
tor (the book's secret!) or remove it as needed. Also 
includes detailed plans for a quick-and-easy caliber .223 
silencer The finest selective-fire conversion manual 
Paladin has ever published! 9x12, softcover. photos, 
templates. 72 pp $12.00 


REMINGTON 1100 EXOTIC WEAPON SYSTEM 

Need more firepower 7 How does a twelve-gauge 
machine gun sound 7 Now you can convert your Reming¬ 
ton 1100 semiauto into a selective-fire assault shotgun 
that will blow any other small arm oft the map* This 
detailed manual has over 70 close-up photos machin¬ 
ists drawings and full scale templates The conversion 
process retains all original parts (except for safety) and 
can be accomplished with hand tools Only 11 new parts 
are required Equipped with a ten-shot magazine and 
assault stock, your full auto 1100 will be a survivalists 
shotgun without peer 9x 12 illus softcover. 88 pp 

$12.00 



UP YOURS! 

by George Hay duke 
Alt-new. advanced revenge tech¬ 
niques and original dirty tricks 
from the author of Get Even. Here 
are the meanest, nastiest pranks 
for snakelike salesmen, nagging 
relatives, nosey neighbors, and all 
those people you love to hate 
Read Up Ydufs! and start getting 
even today! 5Vi x 8'*. hardcover. 
175 pp $12.95 


HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS I 

Fantastic, large-format guide to making an smg or pistol 
silencer in the home workshop. Over 50 9*'x 12’wotklng 
machinists drawings are presented, ail of superb quality 
Shows step-by-step construction for three differentfire- 
arm silencers, all of very advanced design Improvised 
materials and machining techniques are suggested, and 
the text is written clearly and concisely An excellent 
addition to your silencer bookshelf! Note: Home Work¬ 
shop Silencers I is for entertainment and historical pur¬ 
poses only 9 x 12. softcover. illus., 72 pp. $12.00 



GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the meth¬ 
ods people use to get even with big 
business, government, and ene¬ 
mies. More sophisticated and in¬ 
volved tricks are included, such as 
ones devised by CIA and Mafia 
members and political dirty tricks¬ 
ters. Over 80 sections present dirty 
tricks ranging from simple to elab¬ 
orate in nature. 5'/? x 8'6. hard¬ 
cover. 180 pp $11.95 


THE AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

A comprehensive home workshopguideforthegun buff 
and hobbyist machinist. Over fifty working machinist's 
drawings, photos, and full-scale templates show exactly 
how to convert the AR-7.22 survival rifle into a full-auto 
silenced machine pistol or rifle. Slep-by-step instruc- 
tionsdetail howto modify the weapon’s original receiver, 
fabricate new sear and safety, as well as make a simple, 
efficient silencer group assembly. 9V5 x 12, softcover, 
machinist’s drawings, photos, full-scale templates. 
72 pp. $12.00 


Secrets 

Of »lw 

MW 


SECRETS OF THE NINJA 

by Ashida Kim 

This is the real thing—one of the 
few complete, hardcover studies 
of this terrifying and deadly mar¬ 
tial art Text and photos illustrate 
Ninja principles of invisibility, co¬ 
vert entry, escape and evasion, 
assassination, sentry removal, 
meditation, mind clouding, and 
much more. A riveting, all-new 
selection. 5'/? x 8V5, hardcover, 200 
photos. 168 pp. $16.95 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

DUTYFREE .. 

$10.00 

SURVIVALISTS 


NEW ID IN AMERICA. 

$10.00 

MEDICINE CHEST. 


SPECIAL FORCES 


BETTER READ THAN DEAD 

$14.95 

MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

$14.95 

HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL 

. 1 

DEATH DEALER’S MANUAL 

$10.00 

THE SUBMACHINE GUN 

$10.00 

SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL 

HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL. II 

TECHNIQUES . 

$14.95 

THE HANDGUN 

$10.00 

BLACK MEDICINE 1. 

$10.00 

THE REVENGE BOOK 

.$ 8.00 

HOWTO KILL VOL. I* 

.$ 8.00 

FULL AUTO VOL. 1 (AR-15) . 

S 4.95 

HOW TO KILL VOL. II* 

.$ 8.00 

AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS 

HOW TO KILL VOL. Ill* 

.$ B.00 

DESIGN BOOK 1 

$12.00 

HOW TO KILL VOL. IV* 

.$ e.oo 

AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS 

HOW TO m VOL. V * . 

.$ 8.00 

DESIGN BOOK III 

$12.00 

(•NOT AVAILABLE IN CANADA) 

GET EVEN II 

$11.95 

THE PERFECT CRIME. 

$14.95 

NINJA DEATH TOUCH. 

$10.00 
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S NOTE 

THE WAR ON OUR DOORSTEP 

S INCE Soldier Of Fortune prides itself on marching to¬ 
ward the sound of guns, no one should be surprised to 
learn that we’ve been in Central America in strength of late. 

After all, the war against Marxist guerrillas has moved one 
giant step in our direction with the current round of fighting 
in El Salvador, Guatemala and Nicaragua, and the internal 
threats in Honduras and Costa Rica. 

It does make things difficult to have so many of our editors 
in the bush at one time, however. Publisher Robert K. 
Brown, Military Small Arms Editor Pete Kokalis and Special 
Projects Director Alex McColl just returned from El Salva¬ 
dor, while Contributing Editor Jay Mallin and Executive 
Editor Bob Poos are back from Honduras. 

Brown, Kokalis, McColl and three other SOF staffers were 
in El Salvador to go on an operation with the Salvadoran 
Airborne Battalion, to evaluate progress of the struggle 
there and assess the overall situation. Poos was covering the 
Contra activity in Honduras and took a close look at the 
plight of the Miskito Indians, forced out of Nicaragua by the 
Sandinistas. Mallin, who has kept his hand in Central Amer¬ 
ican affairs since the 1960s and has made several trips there 
since December, has been pursuing the Cuban connection 
in Honduras and other countries. 

Is El Salvador another Vietnam? Who are the Contras? 
Who’s behind them and what are their goals? How effective 
are they? 

We won’t go so far as to say we have all the answers, but 
we’ve got some ideas based on first-hand investigation and 
observation and you’ll find them in our September issue. 
Because we had so many timely articles on the Central 
American war, we’re expanding the magazine again — to 
116 pages. 

Because of the additional 16 pages of color coverage of 
the Central American scene, the newsstand price will be 
$3.60 — but subscribers will get it as part of their 12-issue 
package at no extra cost. 

Since our December special was so well-received, we anti¬ 
cipate that this one will be too. If it’s a success, we plan to do 
more expanded issues in the future — an extra bonus to you 
for subscribing to SOF. 

Whatever, don’t miss our September issue. 

— Jim Graves 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE (ISS^i 0145-6784/USPS 120-510) is published monthly by CONTRIBUTORS: Manuscripts, photographs, drawings are submitted at the con- 

Omega Group Limited, Boulder, Colorado. Controlled Circulation Postage Paid at tributor’s own risk. Material should be mailed to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, P.O. BOX 

Boulder, CO. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, 693, Boulder. CO 80306, and cannot be returned unless accompanied by sufficient 

Subscription Department, P.O. Box 310, Martinsville, NJ 08836. Subscription rates postage. Any material accepted is subject to such revision as is necessary to ineK 

for twelve monthly issues: $26.00 — U.S.A., Canada, Mexico. (Save $10 off News- the editorial requirements of SOF. All manuscripts must be typed double-spaced, 
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269 action-packed pages! ° 

$12.95 in publisher’s edition. 


7419 $11.95 9647 $14.95 1131 $14.95 6460 $13.50 9381 $9.95 1073 $15.75 5967 Spec.ed. 9191 $14.95 3061 $12.50 7807 $15.95 0786 $14.95 0273 $16.95 



mlsshky 

> 1 . 1 . 4 . 


THE U.S. 

ARMED 

FORCES 

SURVIVAL 

MANUAL 


SHALL UNIT 
ACTION IN 


AUGUST 


R. J.OVERY 


THE 

BATTLE 

OF 

HAMBURG 


2469 $10.95 1917 $12.95 9373 $15.95 9910 $16.95 2741 $16.50 6213 $12.95 9332 $11.95 3699 $15.95 9415 $17.95 8219 $7.95 1156 $13.95 7302 $16.95 



9423 $11.95 1115 $12.95 8953 $13.95 7112 $11.95 2238 $14.95 8961 $15.95 3756 $15.95 0307 $14.95 5009 $16.00 4796 Spec.ed. 2485 $12.95 6379 $14.95 



8839 $19.95 3772 $14.95 9928 $19.95 6478 $14.95 1487 $16.95 7369 $12.95 3731 $18.00 3624 Spec.ed. 0182 $15.95 0190 $14.95 5173 $12.95 1321 $17.95 


4 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


AUGUST/83 









































































































Photo courtesy of U.S. Marine Corps 



JOHN LAFFtN 


RATFISH 

MJ THE CHAMPION 


“SUB MARINE-KILLER" 
SUBMARINE OF 
WORLD WAR II ^ 


UIAW 

rocome 


Antwerp 


THE GEBHAHIH7ASI0H 
OFEH6LAJn)-JOUiMO 


RUSSEIL 


BOMBER! 


Famous 

Bomber 

Missions 

of 

World 

Warll 


WAREWE 


BLOODY 
CLASH AT 
SADZOT- 


TwMfiRlflMflS 


ONE 

MORE 

RIVER 


EDWIN P, HOYT 


fail/'vall 

HITLER 

IN A 

vs. 

STRDffGBM 

ROOSEVELT 

CHARLES LAMB 

The Undadarad Naval War 


mm 

Thomas A. Baifey 
Raul B. Ryan 


9340 $11.95 8177 $12.95 7435 $8.95 8185 $12.95 1180 $14.50 *0620 $15.95 3681 $14.95 6924 $12.95 8672 $14.95 0695 $9.95 1925 $12.95 1719 $16.95 



AND 

BOOKS 

FOR 



WITH MEMBERSHIP 

VALUES UP TO $72.80 IN PUBLISHERS’ EDITIONS! 


Plus this full- 


color 19"x25" 


map FREE! 


43 


Club editions save you 
up to 30% off publishers’ 
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How the Club works: 

You’ll receive your 3 books for 98C (plus 
shipping and handling) and your free book 
and map after your application for member¬ 
ship is accepted. We reserve the right to 
reject any application. However, once ac¬ 
cepted as a member, if you are not satisfied, 
return the 3 books within 10 days at Club 
expense. Your membership will be cancelled 
and you'll owe nothing. The FREE book and 
map are yours to keep in any case. 

About every 4 weeks (14 times a year), 
you'll receive, free, the Clubs magazine de¬ 
scribing the coming Selection(s) and Alter¬ 
nates, always at low Club prices. Also, up to 
4 times a year you may receive offers of 
special Selections. 

If you want the featured Selection(s). do 
nothing; it will be shipped to you automat¬ 
ically. If you want an Alternate, or no book at 
all, indicate your preference on the order 
form and return it by the date specified (A 
charge for shipping and handling is added to 
all shipments.) That date allows you 10 days 
to decide. If you receive an unwanted Selec¬ 
tion because you had- less than 10 days, 
return it at Club expense and owe nothing. 

Once you've purchased just 4 books dur¬ 
ing your first 2 years of membership, you 
may resign at any time or continue to enjoy 
Club benefits. 

The Military Book Club offers its own 
complete hardbound editions, sometimes 
altered in size to fit special presses, saving 
you even more. 


* Explicit sex. violence and language. 


Military Book Club® 

Dept. ER-122, Garden City, N.Y. 11530 
Please accept my application for membership in the 
Military Book Club and send me the 3 books whose 
numbers I have printed in the boxes below. Bill me 
only 98C plus shipping and handling. I understand 
that 1 need buy only 4 more books at regular low Club 
prices during the first 2 years of my membership to 
complete my commitment. My membership will be 
subject to the terms and conditions presented in this 
ad. Also send me NAM and a strategy map. Both the 
FREE book and the FREE map are mine to keep 
whether or not I remain a member. 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examin¬ 
ing my 3 selections, I may return the books within 10 
days at Club expense. My membership will be can¬ 
celled and I will owe nothing. NAM and the map are 
mine to keep in any case. 
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BOOK 
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Members accepted in the U S. A and Canada only. Canadian 
members will be serviced from Canada. Offer slightly different 
tn Canada. 39-M243J 
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ID KEEP IT Tt?OM BECOMING A STEPPING STONE? 

'sm 



W ARNING FROM 

AN EYEWITNESS... 

Sirs; 

During the ’75 pullout from Vietnam, a 
fellow corpsman and myself were sent 
emergency TDY in May to assist with 
“Operation New Life,” and assigned to 
Wake Island. Our function was to provide 
emergency medical assistance to the field 
medical unit from Clark Air Base, in the 
Philippines. They were receiving refugee 
groups from other staging areas through¬ 
out the Far East. 

Our initial days on station were bedlam 
to say the least. The massive airlift of 
Vietnamese included everything from 
combat casualties to severe cases of ascar- 
iasis in children, and was almost over¬ 
whelming. Objectivity was extremely dif¬ 
ficult when faced with numerous visible 
signs of physical, emotional and personal 
defeat. Countless people had been driven 
from their homes, some with very little 
personal property, some with worthless 
currency which was often thrown into the 
ocean later. Initially, we worked without 
valuable interpreters, but gained a few in 
the following days. 

Those in this country who seek to avoid 
the destruction and ruthless path of the 
communist-backed insurgents throughout 
the world should have seen first-hand the 
fear, pain, anger and loss those refugees 
felt when they arrived, knowing that to 
stay behind would have been certain ex¬ 
ecution at the hands of the NVA. The 
American people need to see the news 
films never shown and read the true 
accounts that were either never written or 
thrown in some editor’s wastebasket. It’s 
been seven years since the fall and, as a 
country, we still don’t give a damn. 

As I watched the ceremony at the Viet¬ 
nam Memorial in Washington, I shed my 
first tear for my fallen brothers who 
served. I took a long look at the past and 
what I saw was a future that held those 
same anguished faces, and maybe closer 
to home this time. The real threat of inter¬ 
national organized terrorism is here now, 
not on some Pentagon planning board of 
contingencies for the future. The origin of 
these events we all know, but it seems that 
SOF is the only member of the press that is 
willing to face the problems and identify 
them. 

I hope that you will continue to show 
the American people that the communists 
don’t fight fair, and that their terrorist 
groups around the world seek only to des¬ 
troy. I realize the enormity of your under¬ 
taking and the true dedication and aggres¬ 
siveness of your staff, and I salute them 
all. 

Robert E. Porter, Sr. 

Nashville. Tennessee 

A LOADED 

QUESTION... 

Sirs: 

It has been eight years since I left the 
Army and I had almost forgotten why. But 
yesterday a news report reminded me: A 


general has just decided to let our Marines 
in Lebanon load their weapons. 

At first I was shocked to hear that they 
had been carrying unloaded weapons, but 
then I remembered that very few of the 
orders I received in the military had made 
any sense. 1 wonder what would happen if 
the Palestinians or the Israelis wiped out a 


Marine company. Perhaps, in a few 
months, the brass would decide to let our 
men shoot back. But I wouldn’t bet on it. 
Ken Deane 
Beech Grove, Indiana 


Continued on page 87 
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►ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 — CALL MON- SAT; 9:30-5:30 (Mountain Time) 




GEARING UP 


□ Gas Mask - 
Model M17 Al - 


□ Battle 


□Black 

Commando 
Dog Tag Set- 

(A Kaulmart’s Exclusive): 
2 Gl stainless steel tags, specially treated to be non glare flat 
black plus 2 black (4” and 24") ball| chains S5.00/nt 


□Regulation Gl Dog Tags 

set ol 2 stainless stwl tags and 2 ^ 

stainless chains (4" and 24").S3.00/eaeh 

Want us to print them? WE'LL PRINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 15 
spaces per line. 

□Pitting.enty S1.00 per tag ($2.00 persnt) 


Uniforms 






PLEASE, NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE. 


□ Military Elite Distinctive Dog Tags- 



We’ve taken the official distinctive insignia of elite professional troops 
and affixed them to a genuine Gl tag, Sold with 4*’ stainless 
chain...perfect for use as a keychain or worn with your dog tag set. 

Choose the elite dog tag oh Special Fortei; Alrbom/Rangers; 
Paratroopers; USMC Recon; USMC Globe ft Anchor, 101st Airborne; 
or 92nd Airborne ... $6.D0/each. 


JDoa Taq Silencers - black, non glare rubber bumpers I 

for tag's..... 9 . . Sl.OO/pair | 


□ Special Forces Green Beret - jaunty and 

daring and classy - like the prolesslonal's who wear them. These are 
offldai regulation berets of 100 % vat dyed wool and meeting all mili- 
lary specs. Made expressly for us by the prime 
govern ment contractor. Also available: 
^j| Official headgear for: 

&J 1 Airborne Quiffled (Maroon) 

ujrMm- M Ranger Commandos (Black) 

(FjfmA ArtBery ft Guardian Angets (Red) 

□ Commando Drew (Camouflage) 

W Sizes —6 7/0 to 7 3 A 

(Not sure of head size? Tell us how many inches around your head where 
you wear your hat We'll send the right one.) SI 3.75/each 

□Drill Instructor/Smokey the Bear Hat • 

Formally called the Campaign Hat, this is a really 
fine quality pressed felt headpiece. 

A hat with character No one who wears it 
escapes a personality change. 

An uncontrollable urge to shout 
orders or heap abuses, pursue flamers or 
write traffic tickets. Let your true or wistful self 
be heard. Sizes: 67/8 to 7 5/0. $ 19 . 75 /each 

□ Genuine Leather Chin Strap S2.0Q/each 

□ Acom Hat Cord (as shown) . ■ • $ 6 . 00 rtKh 

(Specify color silver, gold metallic, black/goW. metallic, yellow, 
red or light blue) 




Pants feature: 6 pockets 
(thigh pockets are bel¬ 
lowed); drawstring 
cuffs; adjustable waist 
tab. Jackets feature: 4 
pockets, bellows style, 
fall us your chest, 
height, and waist 
measurements 
when ordering. 
Choose trom: 
□ Woodland Pattern 
Camouflage -50% cotton/ 
50% nylon. Army’s latest 
issue; the pants have a 
reinforced seat and knees; 

„ the jacket has reinforced elbows. Brand New. 
<Y>\ Specify: Jacket or Pants $30.00/each; 
fll .m . $57.50/set. 

□ Day Desert Pattern Camouflage - 50% 
cotton/50% nylon. Latest issue to Airborne 
Troops of the Rapid Deployment Force. Brand 
New Reinforced as Woodland Pattern above. 
Specify: Jacket or Pants $34.00/each; 

.$65.00/set. 

□ Olive Drab (OD) Green -100% cotton, 
ripstop; as used in early Vietnam. Current Gl manufacture. Brand 

New. Specify: Jacket or Pants .... $30.Q0/each; $57,50/set. 

□ Leal Pattern Camouflage -100% cotton ripstop, as issued in 

Vietnam. Current Gl manufacture. Brand new. Specify Jacket or 
Pants . $36.75 each; $69.50 set. 

□ Tiger Stripe Pattern Camouflage - Commercial Manufacture - 

these are made by a US Government contractor to military specs. 
The tiger stripe pattern is true. They are reinforced as the Wood¬ 
land Pattern Camouflage, above. Regular lengths only (no longs). 
Specify Jacket or Pants $36.75/each; $69.50/set. 

□ Desert Tan (Khaki) Bush Fatigues - these 6 pocket pants and 4 
pocket jackets are of commercial US manufacture to military specs. 
100% cotton, they are an excellent buy. Regular lengths only (no 
longs). Specify Jacket or Pants $26.00 each; S49.00/set. 

Solid Black — a favorite of SWAT teams, these fatigues were 
manufactured in the US by a government contractor to military 
specs 50% cotton 50% nylon, these are reinforced as the G! Wood¬ 
land Pattern above Regular lengths only (no longs) 

Specify Jacket or Pants S34.00/each; $65.00/set. 

1 Woodland Pattern Camouflage - Commercial Manufacture - 
we've used the genuine military Woodland Camo cloth and fash¬ 
ioned these like the Gl Fatigues. We cut some corners to trim 
the price, but these American made fatigues look just like the 
genuine ones. Brand New 

Specify Jacket or Pants $26.00/each; $49 .00/se t. 


_ Wallets, Nylon ■ madeof waterproof nylonpackcloth I 

these 2 fold wallets feature 4 inside pockets a bill compartment 1 
and [plastic card holder Choose from: Camouflage. Olive Drab I 
(00) Green, or Black _ . _$675 each. 


in peat demand by Mice Departments nnd 
Survlwllitt. Vary Scarce!! This is the L-5 

Military's latest and most technologically per¬ 
fect gas mask. Designed for protection from 
both biological ana chemical agents, the 
mask is much more comfortable than its 
predecessors. Meant to be worn for long 
periods of time, it incorporates features 
which facilitate speech as well as allowing w 
the wearer to drink water from the military * 
canteen while wearing the mask. Sold complete with bag 
The new masks are sold in a factory-sealed government bag 
The used gas masks are in excellent condition complete with filters, 
Kaufman's has purchased them as being operable but we have no 
way to independently test this fact. We therefore sell each mask 
with bur promise to refund the purchase price or replace the mask 
at the customer’s option, within 1 year of purchase if for any rea 
son you are dissatisfied. 

□ Used M17A1 Gas Mask - excellent condition - . $62.50/each, . 

□ Brand New M17A1 Gas Mask . $84.50/each. 

□ Accessories (or 

M17A1 Ras Mask - (gfNySHfii ) 


Ml 7A1 Gas Mask - 

□ Canteen Cap Convertor - these screw onto the Gl plastic Can¬ 

teen and connect to the Ml 7A1 Gas Mask so the wearer can drink I 
water while wearing the mask. Brand new $7.75/each, j 

□ Extra Filters for M17A1 Gas Mask - these filters screw onto the 

gas mask and are sold brand new in factory sealed bags. Unlimited ‘ 
shelf life. $13.00/pair. 4 

□ M17A1 Technical Manual-Published by Department of the ^ 

Army. This TM explains the use of the M17A1 Gas Mask & ac- , 
cessories . . $4.50 each. 1 




> • Sunglasses 

r 25%0«-“£ 

/ by Bausch & Lomb. Also USAF 
and NASA Pilot glasses. Call for free 
sunglass brochure. 


□ Gl USMC Fatigue Hat-# 5 

100% cotton. Specify: Leaf Camo or Olive 
Drab (OD) Green. S. M, L, XL $5.C0/each. 


□Elite Commando T-Shirts 





RECON 






I Camouflage Collection Catalog- featuring genuine I 

military clothing and personal equipment. $1,00/*aeh.| 

I Free with any order 


□ Jungle Hats - US Military iss ue - 

These "Boonie Hats” are the real thing!! 

Brand new, complete with brass 
screened eylets, cartridge holder 
hat band (except the Desert 
Camo) and chin strap Choose 

□ Leaf pattern camouflage, Gl ripstop; 100% cotton as used in 

Vietnam. Genuine Gl... $14.00/each. 

□ Woodland Pattern camo, army’s latest issue; 50% cotton/50% 

nylon Genuine Gl __... $12.25/each. 

□ Desert camoutlage; just issued to the U.S. Rapid Deployment 

Forces. 50% cotton 50% nylon; Genuine Gl.$12.25/each. 

□ Olive Dreb (OD) Green; 100% cotton Gl ripstop as used in earfy 

Vietnam. Genuine Gl $14.00/each. 

The following jungle hats are our finest quality commercially made 
copies at $7.00/each. Select: □ Leaf Camouflage Pattern 

□ Tiger Stripe Camouflage Pattern 
Specify size: S(7); M(7V4); □ S’™ Green < 0D > 

L (7V4); XL (7V4). n Desert Camoullaae 


□Jogging Snorts -Ours are stylish m|iU||mtif!l||Hiiiiia 

shorts made in the USA that feature a trim fit 

and fashionable good looks Perfect whether wn-A 

worn for a hard workout or as trend setting 

fashion. Sizes are from S to XL. Tell us your 

waist size when ordering. 

The following shorts are 100% cotton 

.$6.50/each. 

□ Leaf Camoutlage Pattern 

Desert Camouflaoe Pattern '*** *» **>*- - 

Olive Orab (OD) Green 

□ Khaki (Tan) 

The following shorts are constructed of genuine military 
issue camouflage cloth...$8.75 each. 

□ Gl Leaf Camouflage Pattern -100% cotton, ripstop poplin. 
* Our best sellers. 

□ Gl Woodland Camouflage Pattern • 50% cotton/50% nylon. 


□Angle Head Flashlight •This is the ( 

heavy duty olive drab plastic flashlight issued to basic 
and stealth units. The flashlight is waterproof, non glare 
and features 4 different lenses which can he easily installed 
or removed. It can clip onto the belt or suspender ^-=5 
for hands free operation; operates on 2 standard D (GEp 
cell batteries and comes complete with a spare bulb. 

Brand new, sold in the Gl box $6.50/iach; 2 for $12.25 




L{t □ Desert Camoutlage 

_□ Black_ 

□ US Navy Style Commander’s 
Cap with’Scrambled Egg’ Visor 

This cap features a mesh back 
and fully adjustable headband to fit all heads 
comfortably. Choose: Navy Blue or Black 

..... .. ....... $5.75/each. 


* m 

m 


We’re Not The Cheapest!! But Then* We’re Not Trying To Be. 

For over 65 years the Kaufman name has been respected for attend^ the finest in genuine 
military goods and insignia. Our committment to first rate service is legendary. Our service 
policy means: 

o • All in stock items are shipped no later than the next business day regardless of whether 
you pay by check, money order, credit card or C.O.D. (There is a C.O.D. fee of $4.00 in ad 
dition to the regular shipping). u 

• Toll tree telephone lines direct to our Customer Service Department. We’ll not only be glad 


Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with each 
order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, insurance 
and handling. Orders up to $ 1 0.00 $3.00 

Orders from $10.01 to 20.00 3.75 

Orders from $20.01 to 35.00 4 50 

Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 5.25 

Orders from $50.01 to 70.00 6.25 

Orders from $70.01 to90.00 7.25 

Orders over $90.00 6.00 

Canadian Ordars-Send Dog bit Amount Indicated. 


2 color silkscreen (never a rubbery iron-on) on finest quality shirts ^ 
you’ll be pround of. Another Kaufman's Exclusive: (A 

□Special Force*— grey shirt, (50% cotton/50% polyester) black and I 
white design. Z 

□Airtome/Ranger-black shirt (1 00% cotton) red and white design. O 
□Marine Recon-red shirt (1 00% cotton) gold and white design. « 
Specify size (S.M.L.XL) $7.95/eaeh “ 

□ Camouflage T-Shirts 'i 

cotton/50% polyester. Choose from O 

□ Green Leaf Crew (Round) Neck (W si/ <®) . 

□ Grown Leaf Crew (Round) Neck | 

□ Tiger Stripe Crew (Round) Neck m 

□ Desert Pattern Crew (Round) Neck <*> 

□ Green Leal V-Neck V . □ □ qs 

Specify Size: S, M, L, XL ... $7.00/each; , O 

_ or any 3 shirts for $18.00. ' \ 

□ Genuine Military Insignia - meeting an unitary spec* J 

KS I 


□ Special Force* Flashes (choose from: 5th Group in Vietnam: 8th; w 

1 2th; or JFK Special Warfare Center).$1.75/each ^ 

□ Special Force* Shoulder Patch 

(specify regular or subdued)....$1.75/each 

) □ Special Force* Crest ... .$3.00/each “ 

Paratrooper Badge ..... . ,$3.0C/each Z 

□ Alt Assault Badge ....... $4.00/each P 

^ 101st Airborne Crest ........ . . $3.00/eich r " 

62nd Airborne Crest.. $3.00/each £ 

□ 101st Airborne Patch (specify regular or subdued). $1.75/each UJ 

□ 82nd Airborne Patch (specify regular or subdued) . $1.75/each O 
C Ranger or Airborne Tibs (specify regular or subdued)$1.00/each £ 

FT Marine Recon Wing - gold plated , ...$4.50/each O 

r pilot Wing, USAF - nickel plated.$3.50/each 1 

C Full Bird Coloners Rank • Army nickel plated ... $3.50fpalr 

□ General’s Rank-One Star-Army - nickel plated.S3.50/pair 

■_ Navy Seal Badge - gold plated . . SI 0.50/each 

C U.S. Flag (2 x 3V<)....S2.25/each 

□ For a complete Biting of over 1,000 mHttary insignia Hams send 
for our Insignia CoHaction Catalog. Cost $2.00 plus BBC for 1st class 
postage. 


to take your orders (every firm with an 800 number will do that) but we’ll also be happy to 
answer your questions. Whether you’re calling to ask about our merchandise or the status 
of an order you placed, we guarantee friendly, courteous service. 

No. we’re not the cheapest. But you get what you pay for If you order the cheapest you 
may wait a long time for delivery ma Y ultimately t(e unhappy with It you 

order from Kaufman's you’ll see why top quality* merchandise and first rate service (with a 
Customer Service Department aJyvays®Mlable) will squeeze the most value out of every 
dollar you spend Call Toll Free 1-800-545-0933 
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No matter what your game, if you want 
the most powerful crossbow ever manu¬ 
factured you only have two choices; 
the Award-winning CROSSFIRE or the 
all new FOXFIRE. 

The CROSSFIRE and FOXFIRE 
are precision made, compound 
crossbows that obsolete every other 
crossbow ever made. Producing 
over twice the hard hitting power 
of standard crossbows these two 
rugged beauties are, in a word. 

Awesome. 


CROSSFIRE 


FOXFIRE 


co/or brochure send one dollar to: 


'"The Quality Leader", P.O. Box 5487, Dept. Cl, Tucson, Arizona 85703 

Distributed in Canada by Porcupine Creek Supply 













^CORPORATION 

Order toll-free. 800-323-3233 

for Visa-Mastercard orders. 


BUY DIRECT AND SAVE 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 

Fast delivery! Most orders shipped within 72 hours of receipt. 


NEW 

8-SHOT 
TEAR GAS 
REVOLVER 


Fires 8-.22 cai. tear gas cartridges 
or blanks in seconds. You must be 
over 21. 

#91000 BLUE-Sale Priced at only 
#91002 CHRDME-Sale Priced at 

#91004 Hip Holster. 

#91006 Tear Gas Cartridges (10) 
#91008 Extra-Loud Blanks-(IOO) . 


MILITARY KNIVES 



CLIPS & 
POUCHES 



$ 9.95 
$10.95 
$ 3.95 
$ 2.95 
$ 4.00 



LITTLE 
SLACK BOX 

Warning this device is not to be used for surveil¬ 
lance! Automatically starts recorder when telephone 
is picked up. Records entire conversation, both 
sides...Then automatically stops recorder when 
phone is hung up! Can be attached anywhere along 
the line-plugs into ANY recorder and causes ab¬ 
solutely no interference or noise on the phone. 
MINIATURE! Only 1" x 2" x 3" 

#90002 with alligator clip hook-up $29.95 
#TR-150 with modular plug-in hook-up $29.95 



S.W.A.T. COMBAT 
MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS 
FOR YOUR SHOTGUN increase shell 
capacity to 7 (10" or longer bbls.) 0 (20" or 
longer bbls.), or 10 (26" or longer bbls.). Made 
for Remington 070,1100; Winchester 1200; and 
Browning 5-A. installs easily without alteration. 
Now used by the FBI, Secret Service, etc, Include 
make, model and gauge when ordering. 

7 OR 8 SHOT MODEL $22.00 

10 SHOT M00EL (Not available for 

Browning 5-A) $36.00 


G.l. SHOTGUN 

CARTRIDGE 

POUCH 


Holds twelve shotgun shells. 0.0. green nylon 

with belt loops. Two snap closures 

#10021 $ 4.95 



V 






GENUINE BRITISH COMMANDO KNIFE 

Made in Sheffield, England. Complete with metal 
tipped leather sheath. 

#22279 . $24.95 

U.S. MARINE CORPS COMBAT KNIFE 7" parker- 
ized blade with heavy-duty leather sheath. 

#5684 . $15.95 

U.S. AIR FORCE SURVIVAL KNIFE 5" saw-back 
parkerized blade. Complete with leather sheath, 
thong and sharpening stone. 

#5733 $14.95 

KA-BAR 25TH ANNIVERSARY U.S.M.C. FIGHT¬ 
ING KNIFE Stamped U.S.M.C. and with the au¬ 
thentic KA-BAR Olean, NY Trademark. Complete 
with genuine leather sheath. 

#02-1217.$29.95 

BRAND NEW 
ORIGINAL G.l. M-65 
FIELD JACKET 

Available in Sizes: 

S, M, L, XL. 

#11000 (S), #11001 (M), 

#11002 (L), #11003 
(XL) O.D. GREEN $49.95 
#11046 (S). #11047 (M), 

#11048 (L). #11049 
(XL) W000LAN0 
CAMOUFLAGE $49.95 
#11030 (S). #11031 (M), #11032 (L), #11033 
(XL) Original G.l. M-65 Cold Weather 
liners $16.95 


BARNETT 

“IMP” 

PISTOL 

CROSSBOW 


For indoor/outdoor target shooting. Extremely 
fast prod propels bolt accurately for consider¬ 
able distance. Micro-adjustable sights, aluminum 
body, contoured pistol grips. Comes with two 
6V<" target bolts. 

IPX ... . ............ $49.95 




#33006 AR-15/M-16 30-shot, G.l. 7.95 
#33008 AM5/M-16/AR-18 

40-shot steel. . . $24.95 

#33000 20-shot for Mini-14 ... $ 9.95 
#33002 30-shot for Mini-14 .... $12.95 
#33003 40-shot for Mini-14 . . . $24.95 
#33010 Browning Hi-Power 9mm pistol, 
13-shot . . . . . $15.00 

#33451 Colt .45 auto. 7-shot . . $ 6.00 

#34515 Colt .45 auto, 11-shot ... $15.00 
#33204 25-shot for 10/22^’ Rifle . . $24.95 
#30052 50-round drum magazine for 

Ruger 10/22-.. $34.95 

#33215 Uzi mag, new condition, 9mm 
32-round . $14.95 

#452M G.I. Pouch with 2 new G.l. 

Colt .45 mags.$11.95 

#33002N 30-round Nickel Finish 

mag. for Mini-14® . .. $14.95 

#33000N 20-round Nickel Finish 

mag. for Mini-14® .. $12.95 

MIN114 and10/22 are registered trademarks 
of Sturm, Ruger & Co. 


BRAND NEW M-1 
CARBINE ACCESSORIES 


#30018 -15-shot Magazine $3.00 

#30020 30-shot Magazine . $ 5.00 

#30000 60-rd. Jungle Clip-(Clips 2-30 
shot clips together) . $ 5.95 

#30002 Sling and Oiler. $ 3.95 

#10102 15-rd. Magazine Pouch- 

holds 2-15 shot mags $ 1.95 

#30024 30-rd. Magazine Pouch- 

holds 2 or 4-30 shot mags . $ 5.95 

#30010 Flash Hider... . $13.95 

#30006 Piston Nut Wrench . $ 3.95 

#30004 Scope Mount, no drilling 

or tapping . $14.95 

#013 Carbines, Cal. 30 

Technical Manual $ 5.95 

#70024 G.l. M-4 Carbine Bayonet 

W/M8A1 Scabbard $24.95 


THE BLACK BOOK 
OF DIRTY TRICKS 

“Improvised Munitions Handbook”, is the 
most sought after, heretofore impossible 
to obtain Army Manual. Includes reveal¬ 
ing chapters on; Improvised Explosives 
and Propellants; Mines & Grenades; Small 
Arms Weapons & Ammo; Mortars & Rock¬ 
ets; Incendiary Devices; Fuses; Ignition 
& Delay Mechanisms. Plus how to man¬ 
ufacture Rocket Launchers, Pistols, Shot¬ 
guns, and Recoiless Rifles front easy to 
obtain materials and much, much morel 
New expanded edition! Limited Number 
available! OROER NOW! 

#BB $10.00 ppd. 


MIN114 ACCESSORIES 


#RM1 Rear Sight Tool, to adjust 

windage & elevation . $ 9.95 

" ' ■ - *.$ 9.95 


#RM2 Match Rear Sight, blue 
#RM4 Flash Hider, Blue Steel. 

Installs in seconds. 

#RM5 Stainless Steel Flash Hider . 
#RM6 Extra Power Recoil Spring- 
Improves Feeding, reliability. 
Specify series 180,181,182 
#RM7 Ventilated Handguard 


$14.95 

$ 19.95 



NEW! 

MILITARY SURPLUS 

10160 G.I. Lensatic Compass W/Case $29.95 

10052 U.S. .45 Belt Holster, Black $19.95 

10053 U.S. M-7 Shoulder Holster $19.95 

10084 M-1949 Mountain Sleeping Bag $49.95 
10082 G.l Anglehead Flashlight $4.95 
10000 G.l. .30 Cal. Ammo Can . $5.95 

90012 Peerless Military Police 

Handcuffs $21.95 

10096 G.l. O.D. Plastic Canteen $1.95 
10098 G.l. Nylon Canteen Cover $6.95 
33261 Commando Nylon Wallet, Camo $ 7.95 
11207 U.S.A.F. Sunglasses W/Case $24.95 
1122 G.l. O.D. T-Shirt, S, M, L, XL $3.50 
1130 Camouflage T-Shirt, S, M. 1. XL $ 5.95 
If21 U.SA.F. L-2B Flight Jacket- 
Lightweight issue. Sizes: 

S, M, L, XL 

1140 U.S.A.F. MA-1 Flyer’s Jacket- 
Medium Weight Sizes: S, M, L XL. 

Available in Sage Green, Cemo, Black $39.95 
1030 Jungle Combat Boots, Sizes: 6-13 
No Half Sizes. Specify Reg. 
or Wide $49.95 

10006 U.S.M.C. Camouflage Poncho $29.95 
10009 Camouflage Poncho Liner . $29.9$ 

1104 New U.S. Army Woodland Pattern Camo 
Fatigues. "BDU’S” Sizes; S, M, L, XL. 

Pants-$25.00 Jacket-$25.0Q. 

Vietnam Combat Harness Assembly 
Contains. Nylon Suspenders, 1st Aid 
Case, Plastic Canteen & Cover, Intrenching 
Tool Carrier, 2-M-16 30-RD. Mag Pouches, 
Nylon Pistol Belt-Specify Medium or Large. 
10172R-Medium 10172L-Large $39.95 

•All items are new, genuine, not 
import junk) Do not he fooled t 
cheap, inferior imports! 



W.W. I 
KNUCKLE KNIFE 

Exact reproduction-brass handle, 6" blade. Truly 
a collector’s item. Check local laws before order¬ 
ing. You must be over 21. 

#700918 $19.95 

BRAND NEW 
RIOT GUN PISTOL 
GRIP KIT 

The ultimate in lirepower and shortness. 

Used extensively by Federal law enforcement of¬ 
ficers. Easy to install. Take off buttstock and 
replace with our pistol grip. For Rem. 070, Marlin 
120. Win. 1200, Mossberg Pump, High Standard 
Pump. Win. Mod. 12, and Ithica 37 
(Please specify when ordering.) 

#RGK. $30.00 


$ 4.95 
$13.50 

#LSP-18 Manual for Mini 14 . . . $ 2.95 

BRITISH 
COMMANDO 
BATTLE 
JACKET 
LAST 
CALL! 

This attractive 
jacket is Brand 
New govern¬ 
ment surplus. 

A lightweight 
rugged, all¬ 
purpose jacket 
made of O.D. 
color, denim. 

May never be 
available again. Sizes: S, M, L. 

•Please send height, chest and waist measure¬ 
ments for an exact fit. 

#BCBJ Only . $14.95 




KHAKI MILITARY 
WRIST WATCH 



Built to strict Mil-Spec, stand¬ 
ards by Hamilton Watch Com¬ 
pany. Water-resistant, shock- 




resistant, anti-magnetic, 24 hour 
dial-bright luminous dial, stain¬ 
less steel case & back with 
subdued non-glare finish, vibra¬ 
tion resistant. 17 jewel move¬ 
ment, special “Hack” feature, 
1 year warranty. Comes with 
D.D. and khaki strap. 

HWK-1.. $49.95 



#M14S G.l. Pouch with 3 new 30-shot mags 
for Mini-14 .... . . $39.95 

#M16S G.L Pouch with 3 new G.l. AR-15/M-16 
30-shot mags $24.95 

ORDERING INFORMATION: Fill out coupon or separate sheet. Mail with payment. Add shipping or order will be delayed BA, MC, may call 800-323-3233. 
Minimum phone order $25.00. Illinois, Alaska, Hawaii call 312-766-1150, PARELLEX CORPORATION, 1285 Mark St., Bensenville, III. 60106. For questions 
or information call 312-766-1150. © 1983 PARELLEX CORP. Order toll-free. 800-323-3233 for Visa-Mastercard orders. 


$39.95 


Mail to: PPRELLEX?) 

\C0RP0RATI0N 

Please send following; 

QTY. NUMBER 


1285 Mark St., Bensenville, III. 60106 DeptD-8 


DESCRIPTION 


PRICE 


□ SEND CATALOG 

□ CHARGE TO MY 
Illinois Residents 
Include 5.25% Sales Ta* 


□ Money Order □ Check Enclosed SHIPPING 

□ Mastercard □ Visa/Bankamerica Card TOTAL 


$2.00 


1 1 11.1 I.. 1.1. 


L 

1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 FXP DATF! 

rrm 


not A 

^ I 


NAME_ 

ADDRESS. 


CITY. 


.STATE. 


.ZIP. 


.PHQNE. 


NEW 1983 FULL-COLOR CATALOG $1.00. FREE WITH ORDER. 
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COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 


by Ken Hackathom 



The P7 Pistol: 
State of the Art in Autoloaders 



F OR the past three years, Heckler & 
Koch’s popular P-7 9mm Parabel- 
lum pistol has been used in a wide varie¬ 
ty of sidearm applications. We now have 
a pretty fair idea of what it can do, and of 
its actual performance in many different 
situations. 

When first introduced, the H&K PSP 
(P-7) was billed as the “answer” to de¬ 
fensive sidearms, and extensive tests 
and evaluations proved it to be out¬ 
standing indeed. After three years on 
the market, P-7 owners have put the 
pistol through its paces, and we are now 
getting some excellent feedback about 
the utility of the weapon. 

Though it does have some minor 
faults, the P-7’s design is genuinely 
new, not something engineered to re¬ 
flect other popular service pistol fea¬ 
tures. Although its gas-retarded blow- 
back action originates from the WWII 
German VoJksturm GewehrVGl-5, the 
concept is ideal for a high-pressure 
round like the 9mm Parabellum. 

Overall, the P-7 is one of the most 
compact, simple, rugged service pistols 
made. I was one of the first purchasers 
of the early P-7s imported into the 
United States, and since then, my gun 
has digested more than 6,000 rounds of 
ammo. I have used it in many combat 
pistol matches and find it most reliable. 

I have trained a number of students, 
using the P-7, and once my entire class 
had new P-7 autos. Having used this 
weapon as an instructor, I realize that 
the P-7 definitely requires proper train¬ 
ing in special gun-handling techniques 
for effective use. 

Any agency or department consid¬ 
ering jssue of the P-7 should be aware 
that training will have to be greater in 
both time and ammo expenditure if a 
safe, competent skill level is to be ac¬ 
quired — especially if the agency plans 
to replace its revolvers with the P-7. 
Once an agency inaugurates proper 
training and familiarizatipn with the P-7, 
it will discover the overall utility of this 
weapon to be far greater than most cur¬ 
rent sidearms. 

As far as autoloading pistols intended 
fqr defensive use are concerned, the P- 
7 is state-of-the-art, and in terms of re¬ 
liability, safety and operator per¬ 
formance, it is nearly ideal. The safety 
issue is critical, because of today s prob¬ 
lems of “liability.” Since operator tech¬ 
nique of the P-7 is unique, the following 
points must be understood. 

First, although the P-7 is a very safe 
pistol to use, it requires more than 
casual refresher training. It cannot be 
fired unless the unique squeeze cocker 
is depressed. This means that one can¬ 
not have an accidental discharge unless 
the pistol is gripped with enough force 
to depress the cocker, as is most often 
the problem when loading or unloading 
automatic pistols. Most ADs take place 
during charging or clearing actions, and 
the P-7 will reduce this possibility. 


The ready position of the P-7 is sim¬ 
ple. If the pistpl is squeeze-cocked, it is 
ready to fire. If the squeeze cocker is not 
depressed, the pistol is completely safe. 
I recommend that anytime the pistol is 
in hand and squeeze-cocked, the finger 
should remain outside the trigger guard 
until actual firing commences. 

Another area of consideration with 
the P-7 is the fact that some types of 
9x19mm ammunition cause more car¬ 
bon deposits than others. The P-7’s ac¬ 
tion does allow a fair amount of carbon 
to be blown into the pistol’s interior. Be 
sure to clean the P-7 often (don’t shoot 
more than 250 rounds without clean¬ 
ing) and use a good carbon dissolving 
agent like Break-Free CLP. Avoid Ny- 
clad-type ammo and lead bullets, or use 
them only for emergencies. The gas 
port in the barrel allows lead or soft 
jacket material to be blown into the gas 
cylinder, often causing drag and mal¬ 
functions. 1 have noticed pieces of 
jacket from Winchester-Western Silver 
Tip 9mm Parabellum in every P-7 fired 
with this ammo. Normal copper or steel 


jacket ammunition will cause no prob¬ 
lems. I suggest sticking to full-pressure 
Parabellum ammo, since that is what 
the P-7 was designed to shoot. 

The P-7’s trigger pull is light and easy 
to master. Some spongy creep may be 
encountered in some specimens, but 
overall, the light trigger action enhances 
the already excellent firing character¬ 
istics. Several of my P-7-owning friends 
have had gunsmiths install an over¬ 
travel stop to the trigger. This modifica¬ 
tion yields more accurate shooting. 

The factory sights are the popular 
three-dot system so many favor. I prefer 
to leave the front dot white and have 
the back sight blacked out. 1 also re¬ 
commend adding a luminous Nite-Site 
to the front sight if your travels are more 
likely to be after dark. 

The one area that has caused prob¬ 
lems for new P-7 owners is that de¬ 
pressing the squeeze cocker requires a 
very firm grip. Many of my students 
unfamiliar with shooting have not de- 

Continued on page 86 
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Lest We Forget... 





77rw S the most spectacular object ever made available to* honor the brave- 
Americans who fought for the preservation of freedom in Southeast Asia. 


“Ours was, in truth, a noble cause ” 

President Ronald Reagan 


Over the years your uniform will become brittle with age and your photos will fade, 
but this combat worthy presentation piece will live on as an everlasting symbol to you 
and future generations of your service to your country. 


n this, the tenth anniversary year of the last American 
military operations in Vietnam, The American His¬ 
torical foundation pays tribute to the Aniericans who 
served our country in the struggle for the preservation of 
freedom in Southeast Asia. 

It was a commendable crusade by a powerful nation 
to help a small, aspiring country win and hold a free and 
dignified way of life. 

History'—and time —will judge the Americans who 
served there to be the heroes of that decade. Some were 
volunteers, some were draftees. Most had other lives to 
lead. But when duty called, they served 

They can take pride in their many accomplishments. 
They did what the leadership of our nation asked them to 
do, and they did it well. 

A Lasting, 'tangible Tribute 

Now, the largely unsung men and women who served 
— and, in a sense, the noble motivations and the Ameri¬ 
can spirit that caused us to enter the conflict— are honored 
through the issuance of this lasting, tangible tribute. 

As an appropriate counterpart to the ceremonial 
swords awarded to American military heroes of the 18th 
and 19th centuries, a presentation military knife was 
selected for this 20th century tribute. Each branch of the 
service will be honored with a separate knife, with inscrip¬ 
tions and embellishments appropriate to that service 
branch. The first knife — now available—honors the men 
and women of the United States Army in Vietnam. 

Authentic To Vietnam 

The Gerber Mark II Combat Knife was selected be¬ 
cause it was the most famous knife of this war. This knife 
first saw use in Vietnam, having been created for combat 
there. It quickly became the chosen knife of many men 
of the Green Berets of the US. Army Special Forces, and 
it was privately purchased by men in all branches of the 
US. military. 

The original Vietnam-era “wasp body” blade shape — 
no longer produced—will be reintroduced especially for 
this senes. This blade is hardened, tempered and sharpened 
by hand to a razors edge. 

But unlike any knife ever made prior to this, this 
limited edition tribute has been given distinctive em¬ 
bellishments designed with the assistance of US. Army 
combat veterans of Vietnam. 

The hilt is produced in the four colors of the Vietnam- 
era, woodland leaf-pattern camouflage developed by the 
US. Army for jungle fighting. A gold-plated, fired enamel 


cloisonne medallion of the US. Army insignia forms the 
focal point of the grip. 

The combat scene etched on the mirror-polished steel 
blade permanently records American troops making an 
airmobile assault on the enemy—a tactical innovation 
developed in Vietnam. 

Riflemen with their M-16s jump from Huey “Slicks,” 
while in the foreground M-60 machine gunners, riflemen 
and a radioman move out to secure the hot LZ (landing 
zone under enemy fire). You can almost hear the “whump- 
whump-whump” of the choppers’ blades overhead, the 
cracking of M-16 fire, the staccato of the M-60s and, in 
the background, the thud of mortar fire and the enemy’s 
Russian-made AK-47s, 

On the blade shoulder is etched the insignia of the 
U.S. Army—Vietnam, representative of all Army units 
that served in Southeast Asia. Or. if you prefer, the unit 
insignia of vour choice can be etched in this position. 

Booklet by General Westmoreland 

As an important reminder to present and future 
generations of the significant sacrifices made by Ameri¬ 
cans who served in Southeast Asia, you will also receive 
a copy of “Vietnam Tribute.” This was written by General 
William Westmoreland, former commander of all US. 
military forces in Vietnam; it is being published by the 
Foundation as part of this project. 

To display and preserve your U.S. Army— Vietnam 
Tribute Combat Knife, you will receive a specially de¬ 
signed, furniture-finished solid mahogany case of military 
design, with olive drab Certificate of Authenticity, recessed 
and fitted into the inner lid. 

But only 2,500 of each knife will be made —one to 
represent each one thousand Americans of the 2,500,000 
who served. This limited edition serial number will be 
engraved on the reverse of each blade, inscribed on the 
Certificate of Authenticity, and registered with The Ameri¬ 
can Historical Foundation. 

First Option, Without Obligation 

As an added advantage, you will be guaranteed the 
opportunity, without obligation, to reserve subsequent 
knrves in this series with the same serial number—so you 
can systematically acauire a complete matched set These 
tributes—one to the Marine Corps, one to the Air Force 
and one to the Navy—will be announced to you privately, 
one knife at a time, in the months ahead. 

You will also be made a member of The American 
Historical Foundation, with members in 27countries,and 


receive, at no expense, hard to obtain information con¬ 
cerning military history and the history', care, display and 
collecting of knives, swords, and militaria. 

Whether or not you or a member of your family 
served in Vietnam, this tribute will give you a renewed 
sense of pride in the Americans who answered the call to 
duty in the defense of freedom in Southeast Asia. Con¬ 
tributions will also be made by the Foundation to Viet¬ 
nam veterans associations, to help them to continue to 
perpetuate the memory of the Americans honored by 
this tribute. 

How to Reserv e 

This is available only through The American His¬ 
torical Foundation. You may write, call, personally visit 
or use the reservation form below. Reservations will be 
acknowledged immediately. Write or call about having 
your name, service number, dates, etc. etched on the 
blade reverse. You may send a deposit or Dayment in full. 
You may inspect your knife for a full 30 days prior to 
deciding to keep it. Satisfaction is guaranteed. 

Prompt action is suggested to avoid the inevitability 
of higher prices and the completion of the reservation 
roster for this strictly limited edition. 


RESERVATION 

j Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 Days for Full Refund 
To: The American Htanrical Foundation 
1022 West Franklin Street, Dept. SFV6 
Richmond!, Virginia 23220 
Telephone (8W) 353-1812 
24-hour tofl free reservations (800) 558-8133 
j I wish to reserve the serially numbered limited edition U.5. Army- 
i Vietnam Tribute Combat Knife. with solid mahogany presentation 
j case, “Vietnam Tribute” bookiet by Gen. Westmoreland. Certificate 
j of Authenticity and Foundation membership. No shipping charges, 
l □ My deposit of S39 is enclosed. Please invoice the balance prior 
to delivery... 

i (Hat the rate of 575 per month, for two months. 

} Din full. 

i □ I enclose $189 as payment in full. 

} fl wish the following unit insignia to be etched on the blade shoul- 
i der at the charge of $25, in place of the US. Army-Vietnam insignia 

Please send information about the Vietnam Tribute for the: 

□ U.S. Marine Corps, O U.S. Navy. O U-5. Air Force. 

Name.. ..... 

Address. 


For Visa, MasterCard, or American Express, please send account 
number, expiration date and signature. Virginia residents add tax. 


The American Historical Foundation *1022 West Franklin Street •Richmond, Virginia 23220 (804) 353-1812 




























IN REVIEW 


THE UNKNOWN BATTLE: METZ, 
1944. By Anthony Kemp. New York: 
Stein & Day. 1980. For sale from Mili¬ 
tary Book Club, Dept. SOF, GR-I55, 
Garden City, NY 11530. 250 pp. 10 
maps, 15 photos, five diagrams, ap¬ 
pendices and bibliography. $10.95. 
Review by Bill Brooks. 



A NTHONY Kemp, a distinguished ex¬ 
pert in the field of military architec¬ 
ture and fortifications (founder and 
chairman of the International Fortress 
Study Group), has written a very good 
book dealing with three interrelated and 
controversial subjects: the strategy and tac¬ 
tics of the Metz campaign, the “great argu¬ 
ment* ’ between Patton and Montgomery 
over priority of supplies and the military 
value of stationary fortifications. 

In the late summer of 1944, Gen. 
George Patton’s Third Army was posi¬ 
tioned before the Moselle and the Lorraine 
Plateau, poised to pursue the retreating 
Germans into the Saar and back to the 
Rhine and the West Wall. But Patton’s 
tanks were out of fuel and his line of supply 
was a tenuous strip across the broad plains 
of central France. 

Although Patton hinted to his subordi¬ 
nates that there was a conspiracy to rob him 
of his chance to “end the war in *44,” as 
the author explains, it was Montgomery’s 
abortive operation to take the Rhine 
bridges which received priority, and Patton 
was condemned to sit on the sidelines, 
waging a kind of war for which he had 
neither the talent nor the inclination. 

Securing a bridgehead over the Moselle 
and occupying the city of Metz meant cap¬ 
turing a series of fortresses that were im¬ 
pervious to heavy artillery and air bom¬ 
bardment. These fortresses, built nearly 
half a century earlier, enabled a weak but 
gallant German force to resist, and, for a 
time, stop Patton’s Third Army. The Battle 
of Metz was the last time in the history of 
modem warfare when supposedly outdated 
fortresses played a decisive role against a 
mechanized army. 


The Metz campaign became a battle 
fought chiefly by infantrymen, ar¬ 
tillerymen and engineers. Both sides strug¬ 
gled with inadequate supplies, a lack of 
reserves and bad weather. Rain limited air 
support, hindered bridge construction and 
created a sea of mud which prevented op¬ 
erations by American armor. German ar¬ 
mor was almost nonexistent but their “at¬ 
tack” infantry was stiffened by the pres¬ 
ence of crack troops from the Metz military 
schools. Had the Germans been able to 
hold out three weeks longer, Patton would 
have been unable to respond flexibly to the 
threat posed by the Ardennes offensive. 

In the case of Metz, Hitler’s doctrine of 
holding on to territory at all costs imposed 
a valuable check on the Allies and won a 
temporary Nazi propaganda victory, save 
for the loss of some weak garrison units. 
(The military school units were withdrawn 
before Metz became surrounded.) 

The Unknown Battle was fought without 
benefit of today’s unlimited supplies of ice 
cream and beer, in appalling conditions 
and against a cunning, courageous enemy. 
Whether or not the battle should have been 
fought at all is a matter of opinion — it is 
the tactical direction of the fighting which 
the author criticizes. The reluctance of 
those in command, Bradley and Patton, to 
face up to the fact that the tactical situation 
had changed in September 1944 was a 


VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL 
DIRECTORY OF NAMES. Published 
by Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, 
Inc., Washington, D.C. November 
1982. 763 pp. Softcover. $15.00. Re¬ 
view by Bill Brooks. 

B ETWEEN 8 July 1959 and 15 May 
1975 nearly 58,000 Americans died 
in Southeast Asia. This is an alpha¬ 
betical index of their names as inscribed on 


grave error. Many lives were senselessly 
wasted in futile attacks on fortified posi¬ 
tions. With a little more reconnaissance 
and thought, many American casualties 
could have been avoided. 

Metz was not an episode of which those 
responsible for the direction of the cam¬ 
paign could be particularly proud. The 
glory was won by junior officers and en¬ 
listed men on both sides. Metz was a 
classic example of the horrible face of war. 
Shivering in foxholes, drunk with fatigue, 
hounded by torrential rains and incessant 
artillery, the German and American in¬ 
fantrymen reverted to their primeval role as 
one-man fighting units. It is their exploits 
that Anthony Kemp wishes readers to re¬ 
member. 

The author has included two appendices, 
one on the development of Metz as a for¬ 
tress and the other on the U.S. Strategic 
Bombing Survey, which evaluated the ef¬ 
fects of the American bombing upon the 
Metz forts. 

Colorfully written and loaded with first¬ 
hand accounts, 1 found Kemp’s work lack¬ 
ing only in photographs: None of the prin¬ 
ciple personalities or enemy military units 
involved in the campaign are pictured in 
the book. 

Anthony Kemp has written a fine ac¬ 
count of a campaign too long forgotten. 


the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. The di¬ 
rectory provides the exact location of each 
name as well as additional identifying in¬ 
formation about each person, i.e., date and 
place of birth, date of death and branch of 
service. In keeping with the spirit of the 
memorial itself, this index is dedicated to 
honor the courage, sacrifice and devotion 
to duty of all who answered their country’s 
call and paid the extreme sacrifice. You 
won’t study this with a dry eye. ^ 
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Inventory Adjustment Spedal. 

DIRECT FROM U.S. OPTICS QUALITY SUNGLASSES AT FACTORY PRICES 


Metal Frame Sunglasses Feature * Impact resistant lenses * Handcrafted • Polished glass lenses * Hardened metal frames * 










I $*y\e i 


Quantity 


Frame Color 


Black 


Brown 


Black 


Black 


Gold 


Black 


Gold 


Gold 


Gold 


Price 


To order your U.S. Optics “ sunglasses, send check or money order 
to U.S. Optics,™ Dept 201, RO, Box 14206, Atlanta, Georgia 30324. 
Credit card customers please fill in Card tt and Exp. Date. 

FREE — limited time only— deluxe velour-lined case with each pair of 
glasses ordered (a $3.00 value). Dealer inquiries invited. 

Credit card orders may call 1-404-252-0703. 

Sale prices effective to Sept. 30, 1983. 


Visa or Master Charge # 


Exp. Date 

Name 

Address 



City 

State 

Zip 


Add Postage, Handling and Insurance 
$1 00 per pair 


S_ 

Total $_ 


Free case with each pair. 


NOTICE: Don't be fooled by cheap imitations. These glasses are 
made exclusively for U.S. Optics.™ To make sure you get the best, 
order now and if not completely satisfied return for refund within 
30 days. No Non-sense 30 day guarantee. *co Py nght 1902 u.s. Optics™ 


Sale $9.95 Only 


The Classic 

Black metal frames, gray lenses. 

A $30.00 value onlY-S-WOS. 2 pairs for.*effC0. 

$12.95 $25.00 


Black Metal Frames 
Thtn and durable black metal frames. 
Aviator teardrop style lenses 
A $25 00 value only -S-brOS 2 pairs for 

$12.95$25.00 


World Famous Pilot's 

These precision flight glasses are now available 
to the public for only $7 95 If you could buy them 
elsewhere, they’d probably cost you over $20 00 
Specify gold or silver frames A $20.00 value 
only 2 pairs for JU-4-00 

$6.95$12.00 


Sale $8.50 Only 
-J9rSr5 


Rich Tortoise Shell Style 
Classic style, large gradient lense 
A $20.00 value onlyJ$^95‘. 2 pairs for-S-HTOO 
$8.50 $16.00 


Aviator Teardrop Flight Glasses 

Flexible cable temples, gold frames 
A $20 00 value only^-^ - 2 pairs for34-8'00' 
$8.5.0 $16.00 


Mirrored Lens Flight GlassaB 

Unexcelled glare protectiorngold or silver frames 
A $25.00 value only.$'W?5 2 pairs forJS3O"O0 
$9.95 $18.00 


Change-A-Matic Aviator Glasses 
Gold frame, flexible cable temples 
Lenses darken outdoors, change back to 
lighter tints indoors. A $30.00 value, 
onlyJS+t^S. 2 pairs for-$efJT30 
$12.95$25.00 


Standard Aviator Glasses 

Traditional stems, gold frames. 

A $20.00 value only.S0-W 2 pairs forJJ#<JC. 

$8.50 $16.00 


Sale $12.95 Only 


Girl Watcher 

Gray mirrored lenses, black frames 
A $20.00 value only-$9'95 2 pairs for-S+tfflO. 

$8.50 $16.00 


jipu.y .u$iiwh4I^ 


The Sportsman 

Sports-graphic on black metal frame 
A $25 00 value only-fc-HT^S 2 pairs for-$36'0H 
$12.95 $25.00 


& Shooting Glasses 
Wide angle amber lenses brighten visibility 
Gold frames A $30 00 value only^Hh^S , 0 

?P»Ts<o^wq $2S00 81295 


Sale $12.95 Only 


Change-A-Matic Flight Glasses 

Features lenses that darken outdoors 
and change back to lighter tints indoors. 
Specify gold or silver frames A $30 00 value 
onlyjy-t’SS’ 2 pairs for338-00 
$12.95 $25.00 


Only 
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TOMMY GUN REPLICA... 

The American Historical Foundation 
and Auto Ordnance Corp. have created a 
special, limited edition “World War II 
Commemorative Thompson” to com¬ 
memorate the now-legendary role the 
Thompson submachine gun has played in 
U.S. military history. Only 750 will be 
made. The solid walnut stocks are 
genuine GI war-time production. The 
.45-cal. Thompson (available in semi¬ 
automatic, and full auto for qualified 
buyers) is finished and engraved in beau¬ 
tiful detail. The polished trigger, sights, 
Cutts compensator, swivels and ribbed 
activator knob are enhanced with 24- 
karat gold. The optional display cabinet 
is solid walnut with acrylic cover. Retail 
price is $995. For further information 
contact The American Historical Founda¬ 
tion, Dept. SOF, 1Q22 W. Franklin St., 
Richmond, VA 23220. Phone: (804) 353- 
1812. . 



Cammie rigs... 

A new line of camouflage holsters, 
slings, belts and pouches are available 
from Tex Shoemaker & Sons, Inc. SOF 
Contributing Editor Ken Hackathom is 
shown at ’83 Dallas S.H.O.T. (Shooting, 
Hunting and Outdoor Trade) Show with 
leaf-patterned Uniform Swivel Holster 
for Colt’s .45 Auto. It retails for $43.50. 
All products are constructed of durable 
woven nylon adhered to leather. For 
more information contact Tex Shoemaker 
& Sons, Inc., Dept. SOF, 714 West 
Cienega Ave., San Dimas, CA 91773. 
Phone: (714) 599-3319. 


ADVENTURE 

QUARTERMASTER 

by John Metzger 



Affordable armor. .. 

Silent Partner offers what may be the 
most versatile and affordable body armor 
on the market. Available in black, white, 
desert or leaf-pattern camouflage, the Si¬ 
lent Partner is simply a T-shirt with nine- 
to 18-layer “threat-zoned” Kevlar® in¬ 
serts. The inserts fit into panels in the 
shirt to provide standard coverage (front 



and back) or complete coverage with op¬ 
tional side panels. Comfort, wearability 
and reasonable price of $99.95 (standard 
protection model, nine-layer Kevlar® 
front and back) make this effective prod¬ 
uct the best to beat the heat of everyday 
armor wear. For more information con¬ 
tact Silent Partner , Dept. SOF, 230 
Lafayette St., Gretna, LA 70053. Phone: 
(504) 366-4851. 



Rise & recoil reduction. .. 

World-class shooter John Shaw relies 
on the exclusive Pro-Porting process of 
barrel venting on his competition 
shotguns. Pro-Porting consists of cutting 
11 compound ellipsoidal ports in each 
side of the barrel. The venting of gases 
through the ports counteracts muzzle rise 


and creates a 15- to 20-pcrccnt reduction 
in perceived recoil. Price for a single bar¬ 
rel job is $65 and $110 for over-and- 
under. Return delivery is refreshingly 
fast. For further information contact Pro- 
Port, Ltd., Dept. SOF, 30016 South 
River Rd., Mt. Clemens, MI 48045. 
Phone: (313) 469-7323. ^ 
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When you 


emand more 

__iGetit _ 


from the 
experts! 


SURE SHOOTERS 4 

Our newest in fashion 4B 
(shown at right) for -5 
fi wHk every sure shot! V 

WJt- \ Made for the USMC ™ 
out of mil. spec. 
JHfti materials with 
heavy duty 
stitching and pads 
where they count! 
Other features include 
■'. 4 ^ ^ button front, breast 

pocket and bi- 
► swing back for 

unrestricted comfort. 
F.S.N. 8415-082-2888. 
11 Specify S,M,L, or XL 
and color or camo 
pattern. Only $29. 
4^^ " Available; 1. Olive Drab 

” 2. Tiger Stripe 

3. Day Desert Camo 

4. Woodland Camo 

HARNESSED FOR ACTION 


Since 1962, Sherwood has gained an 
international reputation as one of the 
world’s largest and most reliable suppliers 
of ordnance and U.S. Government issue 
field equipment. Our volume buying and 
huge warehouses allow us to pass on 
significant savings directly to you. When 
you’re buying special equipment or 
clothing, get it from Sherwood.. .we’re the 
experts! 

CUT A NEW m m 

we’ve got a compass^^^^^ 

you! Original Govt. Issue (F.S.N. 

6605-151-5337) magnetic compass 
features H.D. metal construction and 
calibrated edge for map reading. The 
compass comes with neck strap and G.l. 
O.D. nylon carrying case that attaches 
to your web gear. Only jak $34.95. 


THE PERFECT MATCH 

of performance and price. Bushnell’s 4x 
scope with a newly designed mount just for 
your AR15 $55.95. Mount with 3x9 variable 
scope from Bushnell’s $88.95. Scope 
mount with H.D. type 1" rings $14.95. Also 
available for your M-1 Carbine. No drilling or 
tapping is req’d. Specify AR15 or M-1. 


support _ 

IN 

THE FIELD jJT 
FOR YOUR if 

AR15/M16 / 

A deal you if ll 

can’t afford to ^ M 

pass up. New Gov’t. IS 

AR15/MI 6 bipod and O.D. Hj 

canvas case with zippered 

accessory pouch that 

attaches to your web gear 

$13.95. Bipod installs in seconds, no tools 

required. Bipod and O.D.nylon case $15.95 


experts! 

Sherwood 


Our new LC-1 O.D.nylon combat harness 
assembly comes ready for any situation. 
Each item can be purchased separately. 
You save $10 when you purchase the 
complete outfit. Now only $42.80. 

1. Adjustable LC-1 suspenders $12.95 

2. First Aid Dressing/Compass Case $3. 

3. Canteen with cover $8.50 

4. Intrenching tool carrier $4.50 

5. (2) M-16 30 rd mag. pouches ea. $13.95 

6. Pistol belt $9.95 


International Export Corporation 


GET IT ALL FOR A DUCK! 



Everything is here, 
hard to find parts, 
& gear. 
The dollar covers 
our postage & 
and is 
refundable 
with your 
order. 

Catalog is free 
with your order. 


r 


Mail to: SHERWOOD INTERNATIONAL 
18714 PARTHEN1A ST, DEPT SF 8, NORTHRIDGE, 
CALIFORNIA 91324 

Sorry No C.O.D.s: Send □ Check □ Money Order 

□ American Express □ Diners Club 

□ MasterCard/Visa □ Carte Blanche 




Card No. _ 


Expr. date 


Address. 


City_ 

Signature _ 




-zip- 




ABOUT YOUR ORDER 

Minimum Order $10.00 plus Minimum 
$3.00 to cover postage, insurance and 
handling. Calif, residents add 61/2% 
sales tax. All major credit cards 
accepted. SORRY, NO C.O.D.'S. If not 
sure about size, send measurements. 

CALL TOLL FREE 

800423-5237 

California Residents Call 

213 - 349-7600 
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B ear truth 

ABOUT ANDROPOV... 

Describing Soviet Premier Yuri 
Andropov as the most ruthless, cun¬ 
ning leader since Genghis Khan and 
Joseph Stalin, former head of Allied 
intelligence during WWII, Sir William 
Stephenson, showed that he is not 
fooled by the New York Times - 
originated theory that Andropov is a 
closet liberal. 

“Andropov is the sole dictator of the 
Soviet Union” and is only interested in 
expanding the Soviet empire, asserted 
the former intelligence chief, who is 
slated to receive the Gen. William J. 
Donovan award from the U.S. govern¬ 
ment later this year for his intelligence 
work during WWII. 

Stephenson admonished the United 
States to continue to improve and rely 
upon its intelligence sources to defend 
against Russian aggression. “The 
world is fortunate in having in the Un¬ 
ited States the most important, effec¬ 
tive, knowledgeable, visceral... lead¬ 
ers, Pres. Ronald Reagan and Vice- 
President George Bush,” he added. 

S ALVADORAN MEDICAL 
NEEDS... 

Just returned from an on-site in¬ 
spection of El Salvador’s woefully 
inadequate medical facilities, 
Robert K. Brown and Dr. John Pe¬ 
ters report that medically the war is 
going very badly for the Salvador¬ 
ans, who lack even the most 
rudimentary equipment and sup¬ 
plies. The following items, which 
should be in serviceable but not 
necessarily new condition, are de¬ 
sperately needed for hospital and 
field use: 

MAST trousers (medical anti- 
shock) 

McSwain Dart with Heimlich 
valve chest tubes 
pressure dressings 
IV fluids and attachments (nor¬ 
mal saline and Ringer s Lac¬ 
tate) 

anesthesia machines 
ventilator/respirators 
miscellaneous surgical equip¬ 
ment (scissors, retractors, 
scalpels, gloves, etc.) 
white bedsheets and pillow¬ 
cases 

cardiac monitors 
plaster and padding for casts 
dressings, bandages, syringes 
colostomy sets and bags 
x-ray film 

Foley catheters (no. 12, 14, 16 
and 20) 

splints (pneumatic) 

CVP lines 

dermatromes with blade sup¬ 
plies 

angiography and myelogram 
dyes 

subclavian catheters 


BULLETIN 

BOARD 

by Donna DuVall 


In addition, several mobile mini¬ 
hospital/clinics are required. 
Although expensive, they are in¬ 
valuable in the treatment of civi¬ 
lians. 

From 1979 to 1982, the number of 
surgical procedures performed in 
the only two operating rooms of the 
military hospital in San Salvador 
have risen fourfold. Needed surgic¬ 
al skills are present with a pool of 12 
military and 900 part-time civilian 
physicians encompassing all spe¬ 
cialities. These medical advances 
are hindered by the lack of equip¬ 
ment and supplies, but despite the 
critical shortages, an approximate 
94-percent recovery rate has been 
achieved at the hospital — in large 
part because of a dedicated, cap¬ 
able staff. 

Civilians and military personnel 
will benefit from your donations. 

Contributions can be sent to El 
Salvador Medical Project, Soldier of 
Fortune, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. As soon as a sizable equip¬ 
ment supply is accumulated, an 
SOF medical representative will 
accompany the shipment to its final 
destination. 



C HINESE FLIER 
OF FORTUNE... 

Chinese pilot Wu Yung-Ken learned 
that crime does pay — especially if you 
defect in a stolen People’s Republic of 
China (PRC) fighter-jet to Taiwan. For 
delivering the MiG-19 fighter, Wu was 
paid $2 million in gold. 

In addition to the $2 million, which 
the Taiwan government has forbidden 
him to donate to charity to avoid 
rumors that he was forced to do so, Wu 
also received a healthy increase in sal¬ 
ary. As a 26-year-old captain in the 
PRC Army, he received $37 a month; 
as a major in the Nationalist Chinese 
Army, he earns $700 per month. 

The pay differential Is not the only 
monetary discrepancy between the 
two Chinese governments. Both offer 
rewards for defectors who deliver 
planes, but the Red Chinese offer only 
$350,000 — a $1,650,000 difference. 

To escape from his northeastern 
base camp, Wu had to fly over South 
Korean air space. The South Koreans 
intercepted and debriefed him before 
allowing him to continue to Taiwan. 

Wu’s greatest concerns now are the 
safety of his family still in mainland 
China and how to spend $2 millon dol¬ 
lars. 



SOF’s Explosives/Demolitions Editor, John Donovan, teaches Salvadorans basic 
demolitions. September’s special 116-page SOF will include full report on El 
Salvador. Photo: Robert K. Brown 
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KIHY4S ITEM: THE BRfcilUAtt fiDVEfcWMEkAT INTERCEPTED SOME- €OJIET-MADE 
"MEDICAL SUPPLIES v EmROC-^TD UiCARAjOlAA VIA LiBVW* AlfcQERVJlCE- 
HERE'S SOME OF WHAT TH 6H FOUMD * 



A fghan freedom 

FIGHTERS FUND... 

With both sadness and gratitude. 
Soldier of Fortune recently received a 
contribution of $303.48 to the Afghan 
Freedom Fighters Fund from the fami¬ 
ly of John W. Stevens. Although SOF 
is always grateful for funds to pass 
along to the brave Afghans, the fact 
that this generous contribution came 
from the parents of a young man, 20 
years old, who had just taken his own 
life, saddened us. 

In a poignant letter, his father, C.J. 
Stevens, expressed John's wish to 
leave part of his estate to the Afghan 
fund. “In a long and thoughtful state¬ 
ment, written immediately before his 
suicide, John expressed his wishes as 
to where his money and belongings 
were to be distributed. To the Afghan 
Freedom Fighters Fund (care of Sol¬ 
dier of Fortune Magazine), l leave five 
percent of all my financial assets.’ ” 
Even more appreciated than the 
material value of the money is the spirit 
of dedication to freedom, even in a far 
country, which it represents. This 
generous donation will be applied in 
John Stevens' name and memory 
where it can have the maximum effect 
toward freeing the Afghan people from 
Soviet oppression. 


M ore preventive 

MEDICINE... 

SOF doesn’t subscribe to the same 
medical labeling system as the Li¬ 
byans do, but that doesn’t mean that 
on their recent medical reconnaiss¬ 
ance trip Brown & Co. didn’t notice how 
the war was going on the other fronts. 
Here too, they observed the lack of 
rudimentary maintenance items. 

As part of SOF’s “preventive medi¬ 
cine” aid program (to prevent soldiers 
from being injured), the following items 
are urgently needed for the airborne 
battalion and other combat units of the 
Salvadoran Army: 

V Weapons maintenance equip¬ 
ment: cleaning rods, bore brushes and 
other cleaning materials for Ml 6 rifles, 
M60 machine guns and M2 HB .50- 
caliber machine guns. 

2. Field gear: military flashlights, 
canteens, military binoculars, ammu¬ 
nition pouches for 30-round M16 
magazines, lensatic compasses and 
K-bar or similar field knives. 



3. Parachute maintenance items: 
sewing-machine needles, packing 
paddles, patching material, ripstop 
tape, deployment-bag hesitator loops, 
aluminum rivets for Capewell kits, hot 
knives, seam rippers, packing hoops, 
static lines and snap fasteners. 

Donations should be sent to El Sal¬ 
vador Defense Fund, Soldier of For¬ 
tune, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. 


S AS FILM 

OPENS IN U.S.... 

For those of you who have been 
anxiously awaiting the U.S. release of 
the smash British film about the SAS, 
Who Dares Wins, I have encouraging 
news. According to Washington Inquir¬ 
er sources, the film will be released in 
the United States this fall under the 
title, The Final Option. The brilliant film, 
which has gotten excellent reviews in 
Europe, concerns the battles of the 
British elite anti-terrorist SAS unit 
against communist-inspired terrorism, 
much of which is done under the guise 
of the peace movements in Europe. 
Sounds like a film that SOFers will 
want to watch for. 


S OF ART 

DIRECTOR PRAISED... 

Soldier of Fortune Art Director Craig 
Nunn received the following letter from 
the Boulder County Sheriff’s Depart¬ 
ment: 

“On 19 March 1983, one of my offic¬ 
ers was attempting to subdue a party 
at the Bustop Bar. That officer later 
learned that perhaps this Department 
owes you a letter of thanks. Em¬ 
ployees of the Bustop indicated that 
while the fight was taking place, a party 
armed with a beer bottle appeared out 
of the crowd and was going to strike my 
officer with the bottle. You interceded, 


perhaps saving the officer from serious 
injury. At the time of the incident, we 
had no idea this happened. 

“In a free country such as ours, free¬ 
dom with law and order depends upon 
cooperation between citizens and the 
police. Your intervention exemplifies 
this spirit of cooperation and we thank 
you for your help.” 

Art Director Nunn is not the first SOF 
staffer to be so honored. In October 
77, Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown 
and his assistant, Tom Reisinger, were 
presented a Distinguished Citizen 
Award by the Boulder Municipal Police 
Department for assisting in the 
apprehension of a man who, while high 
on PCP, had stabbed a woman in the 
SOF parking lot. 

But Craig, what were you doing at 
the Bustop (Boulder’s famous topless 
bar)? 


S OUTH AFRICAN 

PLAN FOR NAMIBIA... 

Reliable sources in Pretoria report 
that South Africa has a new plan for 
independence for Namibia, formerly 
South West Africa. Western political 
analysts see little hope of this plan 
being accepted, however. 

Preliminary reports indicate that 
South Africa wants to separate the 
northern section from Namibia and 
give it to Jonas Savimbi, leader of the 
UNIT A faction in southeastern Angola, 
which directly borders northern Nami¬ 
bia. Savimbi could then turn the se¬ 
vered territory into a buffer state be¬ 
tween Angola and Namibia, or add it to 
his proposed “Federation to Angolan 
States.” 

South Africa’s intentions are two¬ 
fold. By removing the Ovambo and 
Caprivi- Kavango sections from Nami¬ 
bia, the whites in the remainder of the 
country would dominate and could rule 

Continued on page 90 
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PMRS 

TRAINING 

Albuquerque Parachute Center 
(APC) of Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
has agreed to provide a special air¬ 
borne training course for Parachute 
Medical Rescue Service (PMRS) 
Emergency Volunteers at Albuquer¬ 
que 9-11 September 1983 (the 
weekend after Labor Day). The 
course will consist of complete pre- 
jump training and one jump. For ex¬ 
perienced jumpers there will be in¬ 
structions on rigging bundles for air- 
cjrop, setting up drop zones and re¬ 
ceiving of air drops in underde¬ 
veloped countries. PMRS Emergen¬ 
cy Volunteers who successfully com¬ 
plete the course will receive PMRS/ 
APC First Jump Certificates and log 
books. 

The package includes lodging the 
nights of 9 and 10 September and 
meals from Friday night through Sun¬ 
day breakfast, including the “prop- 
blast’ 7 banquet Saturday evening. 
Transportation to and from Albuquer¬ 
que i? your responsibility. The fee is 
$185.00 per person. 

PMRS Emergency Volunteers de¬ 
siring to enroll in this course should 
call or write Alex McCod, P.O. Box 
693, Boulder, Colorado 80306, (303) 
449-3750. If you are not an enrolled 
PMRS Emergency Volunteer, but 
would like to enroll, please get in 
touch. 

PMRS is an all-volunteer, non¬ 
governmental, non-profit disaster- 
relief organization whose President 
is Robert K. Brown, Editor and Pub¬ 
lisher of Soldier of Fortune Maga¬ 
zine. Albuquerque Parachute Center 
is headed by John Early, formerly of 
the U.S. Army Special Forces and 
the Rhodesian Selous Scouts. He is 
one of America’s foremost profes¬ 
sional parachutists and parachute in¬ 
structors, 

NOTE: Applications must be re¬ 
ceived, with payment, not later than 
15 August 1983. 

Applications received after this 
date wjll be returned. 


Airborne Nut 

by M.E. Anderson 
As told to M.L. Jones 

In 1958 , during the early years of his 
Army career , M.E. Anderson was as¬ 
signed as supply clerk to the 3rd U-S . 
Army Airborne Field Augmentation De¬ 
tachment — then the official title of the 
101 st Airborne Division Jump School , 
Ft. Campbell , Ky. As he tells it: 


I T was a pretty soft job, no ground- 
pounding, regular hours — and all of 
the jumps that I cared to make. My du¬ 
ties included keeping the training equip¬ 
ment and supplies shaped up — and proc¬ 
essing all accident and injury reports re- 
garding our potential troopers. I was stuck 
with this job because I was (and still am) a 
marginal typist. 

I had to interview those who had gotten 
various breaks, sprains and assorted physi¬ 
cal damage during training. Out of the hun¬ 
dreds that J processed, all were routine 
jump-related casualties — except one. As I 
was canvassing injured students, I came 
upon a young private lying in his hospital 
bed with what looked like a red basketball 
between his legs. Not so: It was one of his 
testicles! 

His doctor told me he had broken some 
blood vessels in his groin on his First jump, 
and his testicle was infused with blood, 
swelling it to terrible size. 

The young soldier tearfully informed me 
that he was taught to pull his leg straps 
tight; they’d been so tight he’d had trouble 
walking to the C-123. Somehow, the mild 
opening shock of the T-10 did the damage. 
I made a swift, horrified retrograde from 


his bed, repelled not so much by his gross 
condition, but by his continuing apologies 
for being such a stupid screw-up, his fail¬ 
ure at becoming a trooper and his shame at 
facing the near future as a “leg.” I filled 
out the report, filed it and tried to forget it. 

I was shocked some weeks later to learn 
that this troop had gotten his wings. After 
the surgeons finally removed the ruined 
gonad, he healed up and returned to jump 
school, making his required jumps with no 
further problems. 

I have, over the years, seen acts of bra¬ 
very, courage and heroism. However, I’ve 
never been able to forget that kid who ac¬ 
tually gave his left nut to be Akbome. j 


I F you have a personal adventure 
for “It Happened to Me" or *7 
Was There, ” triple-space type it and 
send it to SOF , P. O. Box 693, Boul¬ 
der, CO 80306, Attn. M.L. Jones. 
All stories should be 500 words or 
less. Upon publication, SOF will 
become owner of all publication 
rights. Submitted articles are subject 
to editing and revision, although 
their content and theme w id not be 
changed. 

Photos (with captions and credits) 
are also helpful. Captions should be 
typed on a separate sheet of paper 
and keyed to each photograph. 

Enclose a stampedself-addressed 
envelope so we can notify you of ac¬ 
ceptance or return your story. Article 
payment is $50, upon publication. 
All entrants will receive an SOF 
patch . 
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Cornin’ at you 
STRONG!*. 


ASSAULT 

SYSTEITIS 


Ballistic 
Nylon Holsters 


They’re strong,.. stronger than leather, yet allow guns 
to breathe. Lightweight and flexible too .for utmost 
comfort. Washable-no mifdew. Hook & Loop closures 
for weapon security and easy access. Black only, 
with military spec, hardware. When ordering, specify 
weapon and whether right or left-handed. 

WBB Web Belt with Fastex buckle, black.... $16.75 

MR Dual Mag. Pouch-specify .45 or 9mm_$10.00 

MPU-holds 2 Speed Loaders or Handcuffs ... $10.00 


NBW! 

Butt Pack 


Spacious, lightweight, pad¬ 
ded Made of strong, 11 oz. 
waterproofed DuPont Cor- 
dura Nylon in black or cam¬ 
ouflage. Webbing on each 
side to mount holster, mag. 
pouch, canteen’, etc. Re¬ 
movable nylon web belt 
with Fastex buckle. 

BP $41.75 


Shoulder Holsters 


Holster ' 
not included 


Belt Holsters 


Super-concealment and comfort. Ultra light nylon web¬ 
bing and ballistic nylon. Built-in lubber padding over 
ankle. 

AHR (Or revolvers ..........$30 

AHA for auto’s ....$30 

AHO for 3" and 4' revolvers and large auto's.$30 

Also available: SPB ankle pouch for money, credit 
cards, etc.....$24.50 


Wear with military web belt, or any 
other belt. Five styles to fit most guns. 
BH45 for auto's $35 
BH45R tor revolvers $35 
BH45L for 6" BBLguns $40 
BHC for 2* revolvers $24,50 
BHCO for 3" and 4” revolvers $24.50 


L; ASSAULT 


Send $2.00 for 
complete Assault 
Systems catalog- 
free with order 


SUBSIDARY OF COMSEC INTERNATIONAL, INC., Dept SF-8 

826 HORAN DRIVE • ST. LOUIS, MO 63026-2478 

TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 1-800-325-3049 

MISSOURI RESIDENTS: 1-314-343-357S 
Please send me the following: 


I Plus $3 per order for postage \ 

/ (Canada and Hawaii $5) \ 

I MasterCard. Visa. AmEx, Money ' 
Order, Check or C O D —-merch. held 
for clearance of checks not certified 
Send Dealer FFL or 
{ Law Enforcement Dept, letterhead 
\ LAW ENFORCEMENT & / 

\ DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


Conceafobl© Shoulder Holster (Top). Fits most any gun 
Elastic bade strap allows free movement of right arm. Fully 

adjustable 1VV* nylon web harness, SHG ....$40: 

Military Shoulder Holster {Bottom). Constructed of 5 
layers ballistic nylon. Sewn in sight channel. Fulfy ad¬ 
justable i W nylon web harness. HN45B for auto's $35; 
HN45BR for »ev6(vers $35; HN45BL for 6” BBL $40, 


Bill my: □ Master Card □ Visa □ AmEx 

Exp. Date_ Card #_ 

Name__ 

Address_- ..._ 


ilOREf 

Gug Cases and Gear Bags 
of every size and descrip¬ 
tion, Accessories (shirts, 
hat, wallets and more). See 
them all in the new 16-page 
full color cafofog 


AUGUST/83 


SOLDJEK OF I'OHTIJNE 19 











































FULL AUTO 

AR10: The Battle Rifle 
That Never Was 



I N 1956 the Armalite Division of Fair- 
child Engine and Airplane Corp., 
with former Marine Eugene Stoner as 
its chief engineer, introduced the 
7.62mm NATO AR10 into the fierce 
competition then raging between the FN 
FAL and what was to become the Ml4. 
The AR10 combined many advanced fea¬ 
tures into a thoroughly modem rifle fab¬ 
ricated largely of aluminum alloys and 
plastics. The few steel parts, such as the 
bolt and bolt carrier, were chrome-plated, 
making the entire rifle nearly impervious 
to rust. The stock was of straight-line 
design to counteract muzzle climb and 
was constructed of a fiberglass-reinforced 
plastic shell filled with rigid foam to in¬ 
crease its strength. 

The final prototype submitted to the 
U,S. Army for trial at the end of 1956 
had an aluminum barrel with a stainless 
steel liner and was fitted with an odd 
canister muzzle brake and flash sup¬ 
pressor which reduced recoil almost 40 
percent and eliminated flash. 

Unfortunately, Armalite had not de¬ 
liberately induced overheating in prelimi¬ 
nary testing. During the burst-fire portion 
of the Army trials, the perforated 
“tomato-can” muzzle device dis¬ 
integrated and repeated hammering of the 
barrel liner caused it and the barrel to 
split wide open. This immediately 
knocked the AR10 out of contention, and 
caused ecstasy among the U.S. Army 
Ordnance personnel because they were 
completely predisposed toward the T44 
(adopted as the M14). Tragically, the im¬ 
proved AR10 was tested some years later 
against the M14 and won hands down. 

But we had already been shotgun- 
wedded to the darling of Springfield Ar¬ 
mory, which was little more than an up¬ 
graded Ml Garand. 

The AR10 has a front-locked seven-lug 
bolt similar to that of the Johnson rifle 
and LMG. The gas-tube system — used 
first on the Swedish Ljungman and 
French MAS 1949 rifles — was later to 
become famous, or infamous if you are 
so inclined, on the M16. There is no 
piston. Gas enters a stainless-steel tube 
above the barrel, moving rearward into a 
Space in the bolt carrier’s shell and for¬ 
cing the carrier (which rides in the upper 
receiver) backward. After about 1/8-inch 
of free travel, chamber pressure has 
fallen to a safe level and the bolt locking 
lugs are rotated out of engagement with 
the barrel extension. By this time, the gas 
supply has been cut off and expansion of 
the gas trapped in the chamber formed by 
the bolt and bolt carrier pushes the bolt 
assembly back. There is no primary ex¬ 
traction and the empty case is pulled 
sharply out of the chamber and ejected 
smartly. The recoil spring — which, 
along with the buffer, is housed in the 
buttstock — throws the bolt carrier for¬ 
ward again to chamber another round 
stripped from the distinctive waffle-iron- 
shaped light-alloy 20-rd. magazine. 

In 1957 production rights to the AR10 


by Peter G. Kokalis 



Cast upon the rocks by undeserved prejudice, 
the AR10 was one of the best infantry 
rifles ever designed. This early Sudanese 
model was used by the Guatemalan Army 
(author's collection). 

Photo: Peter G. Kokalis 

went to Artillerie-lnrichtingen of the Ne¬ 
therlands. Less than 5,000 guns were 
produced by the Dutch and although 
some features remained constant 
throughout this small production run 
(i.e., the rear peep sight, adjustable for 
windage and elevation from 2Q0 to 600 
meters), two fairly distinct variants can 
be identified. Since no one has as yet 
done so, let us delineate the peculiar fea¬ 
tures of each. 

The earliest guns were sold to Burma, 
Nicaragua (and thence to Guatemala) and 
Sudan (where they are still the standard- 
issue service rifles). This so-called 
Sudanese model (serial range up to the 
high 3,000s) weighs only 7.5 pounds. Its 
lightweight barrel is fluted. The forward 
portion of the barrel is fitted with a ventil¬ 
ated sleeve. The three-prong flash sup¬ 
pressor is threaded onto the barrel and in 
turn threaded to accept a blank-firing de¬ 
vice. The one-piece cocking handle re¬ 
tracts over the buttstock. The trigger me¬ 
chanism is essentially the same as that of 
the Ml6. The handguard is constructed of 
fiber-reinforced plastic molded in one 
piece. Scope installation is similar to the 
Ml6. The gas-regulator screw is located 
in the front sight base and must be adjus¬ 
ted by a special armorer’s spanner- 
wrench. 

The final 1,200 guns were purchased 
by Portugal in 1959. The Portuguese 
model weighs 9.0 pounds as the barrel is 


heavier and no longer fluted. The flash 
suppressor incorporates an integral gre¬ 
nade launcher. The cocking handle was 
improved into a telescoping form so that 
it did not protrude over the buttstock 
when retracted. As a safety feature it 
must be first pressed down and then 
pulled back. 

The handguard is stepped like the Is¬ 
raeli FAL and consists of multiple com¬ 
ponents. The carrying handle is cut out 
for a clamp mount on those units intended 
for scope installation. The gas regulator 
screw is now on the left side of the front 
sight base and can be adjusted by the tip 
of a bullet. Also the hammer is displaced 
to the side of its position in the Sudanese 
version. Other minor changes, like the 
rear sling swivel position, were intro¬ 
duced at various times during the ARlO’s 
brief history. 

Dutch manufacture of the AR10 ceased 
in 1959 when Colt became the new lic¬ 
ensee. An improved version, known as 
the ARlOa, was developed, but events 
swept Colt toward the AR15 and the 
AR10 was never made again. 

Inherently accurate, reliable, easy to 
maintain and offering high hit probability 
in the semiautomatic mode, this brilliant¬ 
ly conceived and well-executed weapon 
is one of the very best infantry rifles ever 
designed — as long as you don’t move 
the selector lever to the full-auto position 
(which provides a cyclic rate of 700 
rpm). 

Burst-fire capability is just not viable 
with a lightweight, 7.5-pound rifle 
chambered for the 7.62mm NATO car¬ 
tridge, no matter how straight the stock 
is. And although the Portuguese model is 
more controllable, selective-fire was an 
option lost when we jammed the short¬ 
ened .30-’06 down NATO’s throat in 
1952. The cone of fire at normal combat 
rifle engagement ranges is unacceptably 
disperse unless an extremely efficient 
muzzle device is employed or the rifle’s 
weight is doubled. 

Used specimens of the original selec¬ 
tive-fire early Sudanese type AR10 are 
available for only $450 to qualified law 
enforcement agencies and Class 3 dealers 
from Armex International (Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 252, Broderick, CA 95605).^ 
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SILENT PARTNER... 

...does it again! 


BODY ARMOR YOUR WAY! 

The people who brought you the 
world’s most wearable armor intro¬ 
duce the most innovative body armor 
concept since the invention of Kev¬ 
lar®— armor YOU can configure to 
meet your precise needs, and re¬ 
configure when those needs change! 
(Yes, competitors, a patent is pend¬ 
ing.) 

THREAT-ZONED® armor permits 
you to choose from as many as nine 
different configurations, from the enor¬ 
mously popular standard front-and- 
back Level I* coverage to the widest 
side-coverage Level II* on the market 
— a full 25 inches edge to edge! And 
all styles fit into a new version of the 
extremely comfortable Silent Partner 
T-shirt carrier! (Current Silent Partner 
owners: watch your mail for a special 
offer permitting you to expand your 
standard model armor to THREAT- 
ZONED armor at a special price!) 

As always, we use only the style 
and weave of Zepel — waterproofed 
Kevlar recommended by the federal 
government for police armor, even 
though it is by far the most costly. 
And, as always, we continue to offer 
our products at prices the competi¬ 
tion doesn’t even try to match! 

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS! 

For front-and-back Level I cover¬ 
age order the STANDARD Mode! (two 
nine-layer armor panels and the 
standard carrier) for only $99.95. The 
dotted line in the photo shows front 
coverage area. 

To upgrade Standard armor to Lev¬ 
el II, order additional STANDARD 
armor panels at $44.95 ea. 

To obtain side coverage, order a 
DOUBLE-WIDE® unit (one standard 
back panel, one double-wide front 


THREAT-ZONED' 

Modular'Armor 


panel and the TZ/DW carrier) for just 
$149.95. The entire highlighted area 
in the photo is the coverage area for 
DOUBLE-WIDE armor. (For compari¬ 
son, the photo is of a man about 5'11" 
and 165 lbs.) 

For the maximum protection, (front, 
side and back Level II) order DOU¬ 
BLE-WIDE II (two nine-layer double¬ 
wide panels, two standard back pan¬ 


els and one TZ/DW carrier) at only 
$249.95. 

Or, for the most configurable model 
of all, order a THREAT-ZONED® unit 
(two standard nine-layer panels, a 
double-wide pane! and a TZ/DW ear¬ 
ner) at $179.95. You can wear it as 
a Standard, Double-wide or Level II 
front protection model simply by add¬ 
ing or removing armor panels! 


HBBT 


5TW5TXTT 


SlGNATURf ' 

Zifl 

CREDIT CARD No. 

EXP 

Ration oArg 

J I 


□ Check* MaWto: 

□ Money order Sj|e n t Partner, Inc. 

□ VISA 230 LAFAYETTE ST. 

□ Mastercard GRETNA, LA 70053 

□ Amex 'Plr*Wi!ta»3*M« IbrChKkdaiinC 


CREDIT CARD CUSTOMERS: Get expedited shipment on VISA, 
Mastercard and American Express card orders by calling our 
24-bow totMree number: 

1-600-328-3890, Ext. 6026 
(CREDIT CARD ORDERS ONLY. PLEASE) 

For dealer or technical information, phone (504) 366-4851 

• The NILECJ Standard ratings ot Silent Partner armor have been 
Independently verified by H. P. White Laboratories. Write us for 
copies of the H. P. White test results. 
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(JC) Jungle Camo (DC) Desert Camo (W) Undercover White (B) Ninja Black 

(Order your normal T-shirt size) 

S (34-36) 

M (38-40) 

L (42-44) 

XL (46-48) 


(1) Standard units 
@ $99.95 ea. 

Qty. 

















$ 


Color(s) 

JC 

OC 

w 

B 

JC 

DC 

w 

a 

JC 

DC 

w 

B 

JC 

DC 

w 

B 


(2) Extra T-shirt Carrier(s) 
$22.95 ea. 

Qty. 

















$ 

1 DOUBLE-WIDE & THREAT-ZONED available In White only | 

(Order your normal T-shirt si 

Ize) 

S 

(34-36 

) 

M 

<38 

-40 

) 

L 

<42 

-44 

) 

XI 

-(41 

Ml 

3) 


(3) Threat-Zoned units 
@179.95 ea. 

Qty. 









S 

Mark quantities by style: 


V 

Neck 

Round 

Neck 

V 

Neck 

Round 

Neck 

V 

Neck 

Round 

Neck 

V 

Neck 

Round 

Neck 


(4) Double-Wide units 
@ $149.95 ea. 

Qty. 









$ 

(5) Double-Wide II units 
@ $249.95 ea. 

Qty. 









$ 

Mark quantities by style: 


V 

Neck 

Round 

Neck 

V 

Neck 

Round 

Neck 

V 

Neck 

Round 

Neck 

V 

Neck 

Round 

Neck 


(6) Extra Carriers (DW/TZ) 
$24.95 ea. 

Qty. 









$ 

(7) Extra Armor Panel 
(Double-Wide) 

@ $89.95 aa. 

Qty. 


- > 

$ 

(Please note: Prices for extra armor are per panel, not per pair) 


(8) Extra Armor Panels 
(Standard) 

@ $44.95 ea. 

Qty. | 


- * 

$ 

PLEASE DOUBLE-CHECI 

K QUANTITIES, SIZE, 

STYLES, 


Shipping and Handling 

$ 5.00 

UULUno ANU AMUUNI5 IU AVUILf UNNtCtSSAHT 

ERRORS AND EXCHANGES. 

Alt returns must be accompanied 
by an authorization number. 


6% Sale* Tax (La. res. only) 

$ 


TOTAL 
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EDITORIAL 

ONE ’NAM VET 
KNOWS WHY 


by Randall Dick 


4 4 ^”^OME here, Hoeun,” I said. 

I had placed the paper mine between us so 
that he eyed it as he walked toward me. 

“What do you see?” I asked. 

“I see mine,” he answered. 

“What are you going to do?” I asked more slowly. 

“I go beside mine,” he replied. 

“Where are you from?” I asked. 

“I come from Cambodia,” he answered. 

“Did you see mines in Cambodia?” I asked. 

“Yes, I do,” he responded. 

I ignored the incorrect verb tense and went on. “Do 
you see mines in America?” I asked. 

“No, teacher, no mines in America,” he replied. 

I let that one sink in. No one spoke. Each of the 
students looked at me to see the intent of the question. 
We laughed, each of us remembering other times and 
other places.... 


F OOSENG smiled so hard that the wrinkles caused 
his eyes to disappear. 

“Put down, teacher, I know put down,” he said. 
“The communist put down airplane on mountain, Two 
green hat American take many Lao to find airplane. We 
walk many day in mountain. Communist wait for we 
near airplane. One American die.” 

“Did any Lao die, Fooseng?” I asked. 

“Oh, Lao die, many many Lao die,” he said.... 

f f ANICHANH, what was yesterday?” I asked. 

XT JL I repeated the question. She had been look¬ 
ing out the classroom window again, not seeing what 
was there, not hearing the question that I asked. The 
students began to laugh; they laughed because they were 
embarrassed for her. They had told me, in their own 
way, that her head was sick, that she had the mental 
disease. The students also told me why. 

Pol Pot’s soldiers came to her village at daybreak. 
The peasants knew what they wanted and fled, gather¬ 
ing their children as they ran. Manichanh and her older 
daughters ran, just making the tree line at the edge of 
the village, when they turned to see if the rest of the 
family was behind them. 

She saw her husband, sons and other villagers run¬ 
ning toward them. The soldiers were waiting for them at 
the edge of the village, firing low and spraying them 
with automatic weapons. Some were killed, many hit in 
the legs. As she and the other women and children 
watched in the shadows, the soldiers hacked to death 
those who moved or cried out. 



Randall Dick is a former Marine who was a 
machine-gunner with L Co., 3/3, Third 
Marine Division, in Vietnam during 
1968-1969. He is currently coordinator/ 
instructor for the Indochinese Program at 
Clark College in Vancouver, Wash. 

The doctors have told me it is best if Manichanh re¬ 
mains in my class, that she needs as much contact with 
reality and people as possible. Even when she answers 
my questions, she does not understand. The students 
feed her answers and I pretend that her answers are 
good. She is drugged most of the time now and we know 
that she has talked of suicide. Her people watch her so 
that she is never alone. 

H UNDREDS of Indochinese refugees have passed 
through my classroom in the seven years that I 
have taught English as a second language. Each refugee 
has a story to tell, and the telling always involves per¬ 
sonal losses that are beyond reckoning. I have learned 
that a smile does not always mean happiness, that 
laughter is a mask to hide the pain, and that the losses of 
the Vietnam War have woven a peculiar bond between 
this Vietnam veteran and an extraordinary group of 
people. I have come to feel a closeness to these people 
that I do not share with my countrymen. The war is a 
living reality to us, not some media event that has been 
filed away and forgotten. 

Continued on page 85 
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Indispensable 




Contact your police supplier or PMC 
distributor and place your order today. 
Simply write or call PMC for your free , 
colorful PMC brochure. 


From the rookie to the seasoned vet, the men in law 
enforcement know what’s essential to their success as well 
as their safety and performance. They know better than 
anyone-some things you just don’t do without. 

And those who’ve shot PMC factory ammo are among the 
growing number of professionals who put PMC in that class. 

They’ve found PMC’s pure brass case, smokeless 
propellant and noncorrosive primer deliver 
constant, reliable ignition under a wide 
range of conditions. 

Knowing that every PMC cartridge is 
subjected to stringent tests—made 
from the finest materials and using 
the manufacturing techniques from 
America, Switzerland and West 
Germany-it’s easy to see why PMC 
ammo has become indispensable to 
the high standards of today’s police 
and law enforcement men. 


PMS 

Patton & Morgan Corporation 
6 East 45th Street, New York, NY 10017 
(212) 370-0777 





SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 

^ SAVA^AVegas 

Hotel and Casino 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE is happy to announce that our 1983 CONVENTION will be held at the beautiful Sahara Hotel & Casino, Las 
Vegas, Nevada, 6-9 October 1983. Convention information is as follows: 

CONVENTION SCHEDULE 


Three Gun Match.5-7 October 

Seminars & Films. 6-9 October 

Military Arms & Collector’s Show.7-9 October 

Rhodesian Jump & Air Assault School ...6-7 October 

Firepower Demonstration. 8 October 

Awards Ceremony. 8 October 


Rooms are available at $38 per room single or double occupancy at the HQ 
Hotel; the Sahara Hotel & Casino reservation line is 1 (800) 634-6666. Identify 
yourself as an SOF conventioneer. 

THREE GUN MATCH: The world-famous Three Gun International Combat Shooting Match will be held at the Desert Sportsman Ri¬ 
fle & Pistol Club, 5-7 October. Entrance is by invitation only and competitors must write for application. This year 150 shooters will 
compete for $50,000 in cash and prizes. Cash prizes will be given for 1st through 15th place; gifts will reward 16th through 25th place 
finishers (based on overall score). Minor prizes include cash awards for top-score Police, Military, Middle Man and First Time SOF 
Shooter. Cash awards and prizes for top five places in individual rifle, pistol and shotgun competition will also be given. Shooters en¬ 
try fee is $160, which also will include free entrance to all convention activities. All shooters wishing to bring a guest to the range 
must purchase a Range & Awards Ceremony Guest pass for $35. Passes are limited to ONE per shooter and must be purchased in ad¬ 
vance since they will not be on sale at the Convention nor to the public. Transportation to the range will be provided for all conven¬ 
tioneers, shooters and guest. Shooters registration begins at 1200 hrs., Tuesday, 4 October in the Sahara Hotel Space Center Lobby. 
CONVENTIONEERS: Pre-registration fee Is $100. This provides free admission to all activities and events, and includes one 
Awards Ceremony ticket. All convention activities, with the exception of the Military Arms Collector’s Show, are closed to the public. 
Pre-registration forms must be postmarked no later than 25 September 1983. You may pick up your convention schedule and badge 
any time between 1200 hrs. 4 October and 1400 hrs. 8 October 1983 at the Sahara Hotel Space Center. Requests for refunds must 
also be postmarked NLT 25 September 1983. ALL CONVENTIONEERS MUST PRE-REGISTER. 

PARACHUTE JUMP SCHOOL: This year the Albuquerque Parachute Center will host the Parachute Jump School, 6th and 7th Oc¬ 
tober 1983. Captain John Early, formerly Officer Commanding of the Selous Scouts Airborne Strike Force and Chief HALO Instructor 
for the Rhodesian Security Forces, will be heading the airborne operations along with many former instructors of the Rhodesian 
Para School. Upon completion of the first jump course, jumpers will be dispatched on a simulated operational fire force airborne 
assault. The first jump course will be $120 per person. Cost for experienced jumpers will be $50. AH jumpers must pre^register as a 
Conventioneer. Experienced jumpers must have a copy of current military orders placing them on jump status or a current log book 
showing that they have jumped within the past 90 days. Experienced jumpers are encouraged to bring their own gear for free-fall 
mass jumps. Interested persons must send their jump fee to: Albuquerque Parachute Center, 2326 Don Felipe S.W., Albuquerque, 
NM 87105; Conventioneer fees should be sent to: SOF Convention, Inc., P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

MILITARY ARMS & COLLECTOR’S SHOW: Our 100- booth and 200-table exhibition is being held 7-9 October in the beautiful 
Sahara Hotel Space Center. Table rates are $75.00 per six-foot table. Booth rates are $150.00 per 8x10 foot booth. Exhibitor service 
kits will be sent to all booth buyers. We urge you to reserve early; last year’s show was a sell-out. 

1983 SOF CONVENTION PRE REGISTRATION FORM* 

MAIL TO: CONVENTION DIRECTOR, P.O. BOX 693, BOULDER, CO 80306 

_FIND MY CONVENTIONEER CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ($100 per person). % 

(List each Conventioneer’s name, address & telephone number) 

__PLEASE SEND COMPETITIVE SHOOTER APPLICATION. 

_PLEASE SEND MILITARY ARMS SHOW TABLE APPLICATION 

Name___Address_ 

City______State_Zip Code_ 

Telephone_ . _ _ 

♦Pre-Registration form must be postmarked NLT 25 September 1983. 
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160 Acres, Virgin Fertile Land, $5,900 



t 

THERE ARE FEW RICH FARM LANDS LEFT ON EARTH 

Because the Bolivian government wants to encourage development, there exists a 
rare and unusual opportunity in South America for anyone who is interested in 
becoming a landowner. The benefits go far beyond a cnance to own fertile farm 
land. Yet, 160 acres of virgin farm land for $5,900, 10% down, and easy monthly 
payments with little interest is a big drawing card. 

YOU CAN PIONEER OR LEAVE THE LAND IN ITS NATURAL STATE 
Create a survival or recreational farm. Althouqh we sincerely hope life in the in¬ 
dustrial countries will continue to be warm ana hospitable, tnere is the possibility 
that events could take an unpleasant turn. If this should happen, you could be 
prepared to secure your own little haven in these fertile Bolivian lands. To become 
totally self sufficient would merely mean clearing a small portion of your 160 or 
more acres for a home and garden plot. 

There is also the possibility of commercial agriculture. You could manage your 
own farm, rent or lease to a tenant farmer, or hire someone to manage your 
property. 

Or, you can opt to leave the land in its natural state, privately available to you 
and your family. There are exotic birds and an abundance of wildlife. You will dis¬ 
cover the tapir, oppossum, brown capuchin monkey, armadillo, anteater, agouti, 
grey fox, ocelot, puma, and jaguar. Although nearly all of these species are 
protected by Bolivian national law, there are deer, bear and a variety of other 
game for the hunter and outdoorsman. 

Whether for profit, recreation, or securing a future, it is readily evident that 
this land purchase offer is unusual and quite possibly the worlds last frontier 
opportunity. Recent figures show prime underdeveloped land in Santa Cruz to be 
appreciating at 20% to 30% annually. 

GREAT PROSPECTS FOR AGRICULTURE 
Menonite farmers have pioneerd this fertile area and have helped to establish 
cash markets for a wide variety of products. 

Cotton, just one of the major cash crops, has recently been joined by soybeans, 
corn, wheat and sorghum as proven safe returns on this fine land investment. 

Livestock are also very popular among the ranchers coming into this rich fertile 
area. Many have turned to raising chickens, hogs, beef, dairy stock, fruit and veg¬ 
etables. 

Careful planning and positive ingenuity guarantee huge yields on this unusu¬ 
ally fruitful land. You may harvest rice to cotton, soy to sorghum, or raise the 
livestock of your choice. This virgin fertile land has made real the hopes and 
dreams of many new owners. 

LOCATION 

This newly opened land reserve is located in the heart of booming Santa Cruz de ia 
Sierra, an eastern Bolivian state. 

These rich, agriculturally suited land parcels are located close to Brazil— the 
fastest developing country in the world and one of Bolivia's best agricultural and 
livestock customers. The Bolivian Utah State/USAID Study Team reports, "...the 
eastern plains of Bolivia should be considered as one of the world's outstanding 
potentials for agricultural development. Without a doubt, this is a prime growth 
area offering tremendous values and unusual opportunity. 

BOLIVIAN GOVERNMENT WELCOMES AND ENCOURAGES 
FOREIGN LANDOWNERS 

Bolivia's progressive government has set important policies to accommodate the 
new foreign landowner. Special provisions guarantee each purchaser the same 
rights and privileges as native born citizens. 

These affirmative policies create a nohassle business environment that en¬ 
courages free enterpnse. 

160 ACRES, 320 ACRE. OR FULL SECTION 640 ACRE FARM PARCELS 
ARE AVAILABLE 

Because of the growing demand and obviously limited supply of top quality land 
it is increasing difficult to guarantee large acreages. However, for those fortunate 
individuals who learn of this offer and act immediately, large parcels can be 
reserved. A few parcels are actually larger than stated, and will be sold without 
additional charge for excess acreage. Each property is presented with full 
descriptions and a free and clear title of ownership. 

There is no obligation to buy when you send for a free information packet. If 
you desire to assure yourself a part of this vanishing farm land, then you will want 
to include a refundable $200 U.S. deposit with your information request to 
Bolivian Land and Forestry, Ltda. 


Upon receipt of your application and deposit we will select the best acreage in 
the amount you specify. We will then mail you detailed plans of your property 
along with your Purchase Agreement. You only sign the Purchase Agreement and 
send our office the balance of the down payment. (10% of the total price, less 
your $200 deposit. For example, 160 acres costs $5,900. The down payment is 
$590, less your $200 deposit. Your balance due is only $390.) 

ONE FULL YEAR TO INSPECT YOUR PROPERTY 
After signing the Purchase Agreement you have one full year to inspect your 
property in Santa Cruz. If you are dissatisfied for any reason, or if you just change 
your mind, we will refund in full every cent you have paid our office, including 
principal and interest. Should you wish to exchange your parcel for any other 
property, we will be glad to give you your choice of available acreage. Of course, 
this does not mean you have to visit Santa Cruz during the first year to be a land 
owner, but we hope you will. 

WHEN YOU VISIT SANTA CRUZ 

Fly to Miami, and board the Lloyd Aereo Boliviano (L.A.B.) late evening 727 flight 
to Santa Cruz. You will arrive early the next morning. First class hotel accommoda¬ 
tions are available at Los Tajibos, a Holiday Inn affiliate. Or, you may select to stay 
at any one of the other excellent hotels in the area. If you contact us in advance 
we will be happy to make hotel reservations for you. 

You will neecf your passport, but no prior visas are required for North American 
or European visitors. An international smallpox certificate is necessary. 

You will find the state of Santa Cruz to be one of Bolivia's richest and biggest, 
with a population close to 700,000 and a land mass nearly equal to one third of 
the entire nation. 

Hundreds from Canada, Mexico, and Paraguay have already discovered this 
rich agricultural area and are delighted with tneir decision. You will be too. 

CALL OR WRITE FOR MORE INFORMATION. WE WILL SEND YOU 
PICTURES, MAPS, AND DESCRIPTIVE LITERATURE. 

TELEX: 4405 BOLFOR BV TELEPHONE: 4-0146 

Mail this coupon airmail for our immediate response. 

f-1 

I Bolivian Land and Forestry, Ltda. I 

Casilla No. 2369 J 

I Santa Cruz, Bolivia i 

I Gentlemen: | 

| □ Please send me your no obligation information on the properties available , 

at Santa Cruz. I would like to know more about how I can buy 160 acres I 
for only $5,900. | 

j □ Please reserve some of this rich virgin land for me. Hold 160 acres at | 

I $5,900 for me and rush my Purchase Agreement to my address below, i 
I Enclosed is my refundable deposit of $200 U.S. 


name 

address 

city 

state code 


country 

(Prices are quoted in U.S. dollars) 

s 
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INSIDE 

IVAN’S 

ARMORY 

SOF Examines 
Soviets’ Newest 
Gear 


by David C. Isby 
Photos courtesy of David C. Isby 


T HE Soviet “grunt” — be he motor¬ 
ized rifleman, paratrooper, raydoviki 
(Ranger) or vysotniki (Special Forces) — 
now has some new equipment to add to his 
already considerable arsenal. No matter 
how many Intercontinental Ballistic Mis¬ 
siles or Mach 2 bombers the Soviets may 
build, they have not forgotten that it is the 
guys on the ground with the Kalashnikovs 
that are the foundation of their military 
power — as well as carrying the burden of 
the war in Afghanistan. Much of this new 
equipment brings the Soviet soldier up to 
Western standards — where he previously 
fell short — while not giving up his lead in 
areas where he has traditionally had more 
or better equipment. 

The RMP-80 Infantry Fighting Vehi¬ 
cle. The Soviet Army is a mechanized 
army. Unlike the U.S. Army, it has no 
traditional “Jeg” infantry divisions. In¬ 
stead it has motorized rifle divisions, in 
which every squad has its own armored 
personnel carrier (APC) or infantry Fight¬ 
ing vehicle (IFV). 

The BMP IFV was revolutionary when 
first introduced in 1967. Armed with a 
73mm cannon with an automatic loader, a 
Sagger anti-tank guided missile and a 
7.62mm machine gun, the BMP carries a 
motorized rifle squad, able to use their 
weapons from under armor protection 
through firing ports. The BMP also comes 
equipped with a nuclear, biological and 


chemical filter, and protection system. Un¬ 
like the BMP, Western APCs such as the 
U.S. Ml 13 and the British FV432 — the 
first has a .50-caliber and the second a 
7.62mm machine-gun armament — are 
without NBC protection or gunports for the 
squad. This lack inspired our own new 
generation of IFVs, such as the U.S. M2 
Bradley and the British MCV80. 

The Soviets, clever fellows that they are, 
have modified the BMP to meet the 
challenge of the new Western IFVs. The 
photograph bottom left shows a BMP-80. 
Its main difference is that it is armed with 
a 30mm automatic cannon, rather than the 
older 73mm model. While this means giv¬ 
ing up the tank-killing capabilities of the 
73mm (which could take out an M60 from 
the front at 1,000 meters) a 30mm round 
will take care of any opposing IFV. If the 
Soviets had not followed their lead, Ameri¬ 
can and British IFVs armed with automatic 
cannons could have out-shot the BMPs. 

Each Soviet division is supposed to have 
one motorized rifle regiment mounted in 
BMPs. The BMP-80 is currently in action 
in Afghanistan, where the above-men¬ 
tioned photograph was taken. It is also in 
service with Group Soviet Forges Ger¬ 
many, where a full battalion took part in 
Exercise ZAPAD. They also trundled a 
large number through Red Square on 7 
November 1982, in Leonid Brezhnev’s 
swan-song military parade. 
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The modernization is not limited to gun 
armament. The BMP-80 (although it is not 
visible in the photograph) can also mount 
an AT-5 Spandrel anti-tank guided missile 
in a tube mount on top of the turret. Re¬ 
portedly developed from the plans of Eu¬ 
ropean-designed weapons obtained by 
Soviet intelligence, the Spandrel is appar¬ 
ently just as good as the TOW ATGM on 
the U.S. Bradley. The BMP-80 also has a 
number of smoke-grenade dischargers on 
the side of its turret. These may also fire a 
countermeasure flare in order to confuse 
the infrared trackers on TOW missile 
sights. 

The BMP-80 is a reminder of Soviet 
ways in weapons development. Rather than 
“R & D it to death” — as the Americans 
love doing with their weapons projects — 
the Soviets start off with a good basic sys¬ 
tem and improve it little by little. Their 
technique may be slow, but it is sure. 

The OG-7 High Explosive Grenade 
for the RPG-7 Anti-Tank Rocket 
Launcher. These photographs are the first 
ever published of this weapon. The RPG-7 
has been the standard Soviet anti-tank 
rocket launcher since the 1960s. It has been 
exported throughout the world, built in 
China, used by the North Vietnamese, and 
is in the hands of terrorists, guerrillas, 
“national liberation fronts” and bandits 
throughout the world. While hard to use 
accurately (the rocket-powered grenade is 
subject to crosswinds and the sighting pro¬ 
cedure is not up to the usual Soviet levels 
of “soldier-proofing”), the RPG-7 is a 
deadly effective weapon. 

The Americans in Vietnam, the South 
Africans in Angola, the Rhodesians, the 
Israelis, and now the Soviets in Afghani¬ 
stan have all taken painful losses in vehi¬ 
cles, bunkers, and helicopters (vulnerable 
when hovering) to RPG-7s. All of this 
damage was done with one round: the PG- 
7 rocket-propelled grenade with an anti¬ 
tank HEAT shaped charge. 

The OG-7 is smaller than the PG-7, but 
is, supposedly, bailistically identical. It is a 
high-explosive fragmentation grenade, and 


Captured RPG-7 loaded with high-explosive 
OG-7 grenade. 


Standard BMP-A IFV, armed with 73mm 
cannon, shows powerful combination of 
cannon, machine gun, anti-tank guided 
missiles and rifle squad in Moscow parade. 
Photo: U.S. Army 


New BMP-80 in Afghanistan, an IFV 
designed to meet the challenge of recent 
Western infantry vehicles, with 30mm 
automatic cannon and new armored gunport 
visible under driver. Number “533” means 
this is third vehicle, 3rd co.,lst bn. of 
whichever regiment in the division uses 
“5” as vehicle designator. 
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uses an OM-4 point-detonating fuse, the 
same as in Soviet mortar rounds. The in¬ 
creased blast and fragmentation effect of 
the OG-7 makes the RPG-7 much more 
effective against non-armored targets. As 
most of the targets presented to terrorists 
and guerrillas are non-armored, this sort of 
grenade seems tailor-made for them. 

Each Soviet motorized rifle squad is is¬ 
sued with an RPG-7 (or an RPG-16, its 
product-improved follow-up), and the OG- 
7 round is now used in Afghanistan, giving 
each squad a capability to put high explo¬ 
sive fire out to the 900-meler maximum 
range of the RPG. Because the Afghans 
have few armored vehicles or bunkers, this 
round is the obvious choice, rather than the 
PG-7 grenade. 

(The “iron” tangent sights extending 
above the OG-7 round in the photographs 
are the RPG-7’s backup sights, used only 
when there is no time to use the optical 
sights. These sights are inaccurate beyond 
300 meters.) 

The RPO-50 flame rocket launcher 

The U.S. Marine Corps were the first peo¬ 
ple to replace their World War Il-era 
flame-throwers with the M202 flame 
rocket launcher. Basically four 66mm 
LAW rocket launcher tubes in one unit, 
with the optical sights from a 3.5-inch ba¬ 
zooka, the M202 fires incendiary rockets 
that are much less dangerous to the people 
using them than the short-ranged flame 
thrower. Although the Soviets continued to 
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Cutaway diagram showing OG-7 
components. 

use their LPO-50 light man-carried flame 
thrower — also used by the North Viet¬ 
namese and the Arab armies — they have 
now followed the American lead by intro¬ 
ducing the RPO-50 flame rocket launcher. 
Resembling the “Carl Gust^f” 84mm 


recoilless rifle used by most NATO armies, 
the RPO-50’s tube is 1.4 meters long and 
about 12 centimeters in diameter, with 
sights mounted on the tube. It fires a fin- 
stabilized, rocket propelled incendiary 
round. It is recoilless, and has a maximum 
range of 400 meters. Effective range for 
aimed fire is 190 meters, as opposed to the 
70-meter range of the LPO-50 flame 
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thrower. Its accuracy is also increased, 
making its use against bunkers, vehicles 
and positions in urban areas more effec¬ 
tive. The RPO-50 is designed to be fired 
from vehicles and helicopters. It is another 
example of the Soviet tendency to copy in- 
service Western weaponry. 

The Vasilek 82mm self-propelled mor¬ 
tar All “imagery” (Spookspeak for 
photographs) of this weapon is still highly 
classified. While the U.S. Army has had 
self-propelled versions of its standard 


OG-7 (top) protrudes from barrel of RPG- 
7 tube with tangent sights extended. 

RPO-50 flame-rocket launcher (bottom 
photo) with bipod extended and carrying- 
strap attached. 


81mm and 4.2-inch mortars for many 
years, both mounted in modified Ml 13s, 
the Soviets have relied primarily on towed 
mortars even in their mechanized units. 


The Vasilek (its correct Soviet designa¬ 
tion is also classified — the Soviets don’t 
even tell it to their own troops) is reported¬ 
ly in action in Afghanistan. It is a BTR-60 
armored personnel carrier with an 82mm 
automatic mortar. The mortar, however, 
differs from its U.S. Army counterparts in 
that it is capable of high-trajectory fire, has 
a rate of fire of 120 rounds per minute, and 
fires both high explosive and HEAT 
rounds. U.S. military intelligence sources 
report that Soviet motorized rifle regiments 
are authorized a platoon of four Vasileks. 

The RPG-18 light anti-tank weapon. 
This weapon has been described in depth in 
Soldier of Fortune (see “U.S.S.R.’s Great 
Leap Backward,” SOF, February ’83). 
Afghan guerrillas use captured RPG-18 
LAW against captured Soviet prisoners. 
The thorough instructions on the side of the 
tube and the widespread Russian-language 
skills among educated Afghans mean that 
the Afghans should have little trouble in 
using RPG-18s against the invaders. It also 
shows how the Afghans get most all their 
anti-tank weapons — they capture them. 

Dum-Dum and other special ammuni¬ 
tion. The Soviets have been using what is 
popularly called “Dum-Dum” ammuni¬ 
tion in Afghanistan. The indentations in the 
head of the round are obviously factory- 
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X-ray cross-section of the Soviet 5.45x39mm 
cartridge, which the Afghans call the “poison 
bullet” for high mortality and wound 
complications. 


made — not the work of fiendish troops, 
but government-issue items. The Afghans 
report widespread use of such rounds 
against them. The East Germans produce a 
7.62mm round with a plastic cap over the 
bullet — the plastic impacts and the frag¬ 
ments cannot be detected by X-rays. East 
German 4 ‘advisers” have used and issued 
this round in Southern Africa. 

A Western European doctor who was in 
Afghanistan reports that this type of round 
is also being produced in 5.45x39mm cal¬ 
iber and is being used in combat. When 
such a round hits a target, the plastic cap is 
forced in by the lead behind it, shattering 
the plastic as the lead enters. The wounds 
produced by this weapon would be severe 
and the bullet appears to be in flagrant 
violation of myriad international agree¬ 
ments against the use of weapons that pro¬ 
duce additional suffering in the wounded. 

New filter canister for the ShM gas 
mask. The Soviets are also signatories of 
the 1925 Geneva Convention against first 
use of toxic chemical weapons, but this has 
not stopped them from using these weap¬ 
ons extensively in Afghanistan, 

To allow their troops to operate in areas 
contaminated by “Yellow Rain” (Trico- 
thecene toxin), the Soviets have issued a 
new filter canister for their standard ShM 
gas mask which is apparently capable of 
keeping out Yellow Rain. The U.S. State 
Department has two such masks with the 
new canisters. One has particles of Yellow 
Rain still lodged in the filter. By retrofit¬ 
ting their standard masks, the Soviet armed 
forces can be protected against Yellow 
Rain. It is still uncertain whether the U.S. 
M17A1 gas mask can offer the same level 
of protection- 

SA-13 Surface-to-Air Missile. The 
Soviet soldier can count on air defense 
cover. From the SA-7 Grai1 man-portable 
heat-seeking SAM normally attached to 
each rifle platoon to the long-range mis¬ 
siles in the rear areas, every Soviet com¬ 
mander has his own SAMs. An increasing 
number of Soviet regiments have four SA- 
13 launchers, such as shown in the photo¬ 
graph at the bottom of p. 31. The rec¬ 
tangular missile containers are covered in 
canvas for security. The vehicle they are 
mounted on is the standard Soviet MT-LB 
APC and tractor, the closest thing the 
Soviets have to the U.S. Ml 13 APC. The 
launch vehicle even retains its turret- 
mounted 7.62mm PKT machine gun. 

The SA-13 is a heat-seeking missile that 
will be used against helicopters and close 
air-support aircraft. With a range of 12 
kilometers, combined with the MT-LB’s 
excellent cross-country mobility (it can be 
fitted with extra-wide treads for over-snow 
and soft-ground driving), the SA-13 allows 
SAM missiles to go anywhere the Soviet 
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Cut examples of two different types of 
Soviet 5.45x39mm ammo issued — and 
captured — in Afghanistan: one two-part 
solid core, the other single, symmetrical 
lead core leaving hollow under steel nose. 


tanks go. There is reportedly an interesting 
story about how this particular photograph 

— the first one of an SA-I3 launch vehicle 
to appear in the West — was taken, but the 
story (unlike the photograph) remains 
classified. 

Hind-F Attack Helicopter. While the 
Soviet Air Force’s Hind helicopter is by no 
means an infantryman’s weapon, the 
Soviet trooper relies on it not only for 
mobility (it can carry a squad) but also for 
close air support (it is the primary Soviet 
close air support aircraft in Afghanistan). 
A new version of the Hind has been seen 
with its turret-mounted 12.7mm machine 
gun (single-barreled in the Hind-A , four- 
barreled Gatling in the Hind-D and Hind- 
E) removed. It has been replaced with a 
twin automatic cannon (23mm or 30mm) in 
a package mount on the side of the fuse¬ 
lage. This new version may be the Hind-F, 
the long-rumored anti-helicopter version of 
the Hind. While those of the new version 
that have been photographed carry the 
standard Hind-E armament of AT-6 Spiral 
anti-tank guided missiles and 57mm rocket 
pods, they may well be capable of carrying 
six air-to-air missiles in their place. 

The Soviets have long believed that the 
best counter to a helicopter is another hel¬ 
icopter. 

Soviet Special Forces Knife. Soviet 
Spetznatz (Special Forces) troops reported¬ 
ly have a fighting knife with a spring- 
loaded blade that can be fired from the hilt 
as a spring-propelled throwing knife up to 
20 meters range. Thus, even apparently 
unarmed Soviet troopers can be dangerous 
up to this distance. 

The wide range of new weapons systems 
in the hands of the Soviet fighting man 
points out an anomaly. The Soviet econ¬ 
omy is well known for being unresponsive 
and slow-moving. Yet it is apparently suc¬ 
ceeding in developing new weapons and 
getting them in the hands of the troops 
more efficiently than the “arsenal of de¬ 
mocracy” is doing in the United States. In 
testimony before the House of Representa¬ 
tives Armed Services Committee in 1981, 
it was stated that to design, develop and 
field the simplest weapon — a service rifle 

— would take a minimum of 10 years in 
the United States. None of the con¬ 
gressmen seemed to think this amiss. 

The Soviets manage to turn their ideas 
into reality much more quickly. While all 
Soviet systems have flaws that would not 
be tolerated in their U.S. counterparts — 
the BMP, for example, is a human en¬ 
gineering nightmare — they are still effec¬ 
tive weapons. And flawed-but-effective 
weapons in the hands of troops like the 
Soviet grunt beat the best system in the 
world on the U.S. design engineer’s draw¬ 
ing boards. % 


AUGUST/83 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 31 











FALKLANDS 
WAR WEAPONS 

The Best Men and Arms Won 


by David C. Isby 



W ARS are fought with weapons that 
are only as effective as the men 
who use them. The victor is usually the 
nation that is best-trained and best- 
equipped. Weapons themselves can rise 
to the test of combat or fail miserably; 
many systems that passed preliminary 



Scorpion (foreground) and Scimitar 
(background) light tanks. Although eight 
tanks used on the Falklands were not in 
themselves decisive, they proved importance 
of light armored vehicles in rough terrain. 
Photo: Ministry of Defense 


Two Sea Harriers make vertical landing on 
HMS Invincible. Sea Harrier, by holding 
numerically superior but qualitatively 
inferior Argentine Air Force at bay, ensured 
victory in Falklands. Photo: British 
Aerospace 

Old Westland Wessex Mk. 5 was used in 
various roles throughout war. One fired 
AS. 12 air-to-surface guided missile to 
knock out Argentine strongpoint in Port 
Stanley. Others were used for troop 
transport, casualty evacuation and rescue 
duties. No RAF Wessexes made it to the 
Falklands; all six were sunk en route. 

Photo: Ministry of Defense 



tests have cost the lives of those who 
relied on them in battle. 

Thus, the Falklands War of April- 
June 1982 was a test of the national will, 
armed forces and weapons of both Great 



Rapier surface-to-air missile in action. 
Rapiers of 12 Air Defense Regiment, Royal 
Artillery, accounted for 14 downed 
Argentine aircraft. They Were reinforced by 
Rapiers of 63 Squadron, RAF Regiment, 
Lacking Blindfire radar units, army Rapiers 
fired off visual control, making twilight 
raids hard to engage. 

Photo: British Aerospace 
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The Falklands War’s lessons are of 
great interest thro ugh out the world 
since, in many eases, other nations use 
the same weapons and tactics. For exam¬ 
ple, the U.S. Marine Corps has revised 
its expectations of Harrier jets’ fighting 
capabilities based on the performance of 
the British Harriers. 

Unlike many low-intensity conflicts, 
the Falklands was a full land, sea and air 
battle. This meant every aspect of mili¬ 
tary readiness became vital — from com¬ 
plex shipboard electronics to infan¬ 
trymen’s boots. It was a war that was 
ultimately decided by infantrymen with 
rifles, bayonets and kukris ; yet these in¬ 
fantry were supported by laser-directed 
bombs, and convoyed ashore by war¬ 
ships armed with anti-missile missiles so 

Photo: Paul Haley, Soldier Maua/inc 


accurate ilialj ihcy (could shoot down ar¬ 
tillery shells in fligh t. 

Studying the key weapons systems of 
the Falklands War will show that the 
classic rules of waging war remain valid, 
but have been updated by the complex 
realities of modern technology. Those 
who do not wish to lose lives and battles 
in the future must learn the lessons 
taught by the Falklands. 

If any one weapon can be credited 
with determining the outcome of the 
Falklands conflict, it is the British Har¬ 
rier. “The Harrier was the star of the 
war,” admitted a very senior Argentine 
Air Force general. 

There were two types of Harrier in the 
F alklands: 28 Royal Navy Sea Harriers, 
which handled the air-to-air combat, 
and 14 Royal Air Force Harrier GR3s, 


which were used primarily for air-to- 
ground action. The Sea Harriers ran up 
a. tremendous atr-io-air combat record: 
31 Argentine aircraft shot down without 
any Harrier losses. For an aircraft not 
designed with air combat as its primary 
mission, that is a tremendous achieve¬ 
ment, made possible by several factors. 

First and foremost, the superb quality 
and training of both air and ground 
crews made the Harriers formidable 
weapons. Their pilots had trained hard, 
and knew' what type of opposition to ex¬ 
pect since they had engaged in mock 
dogfights over the English Channel with 
French Air Force Mirage fighters, the 
same planes that were used by the 
Argentine Air Force. 

Second, the use of the American-de¬ 
signed AFM-9L Sidewinder heat-seek- 




ing, air-to-air missile gave the aircraft 
extra potency. Sea Harriers launched 27 
AIM-9Ls and scored 24 kills; the re¬ 
maining seven destroyed aircraft fell to 
British 30mm ADEN cannon. What 
makes the AIM-9L revolutionary is its 
ability to hit targets by firing from its 
front or side. Thus, for the first time 
since dogfighting began, a fighter does 
not have to position on its opponent’s 
tail to ensure a kill. 

Third, the Harriers’ ability to take off 
and land vertically or in a short distance 
allowed these planes to operate off im¬ 
provised landing zones, small ships and 
aircraft carriers. It also allowed them to 
“VIFF” (Vector in Forward Flight), 
which meant that they were able to fly 
almost sideways and straight up in dog¬ 
fights. This is possible because the Har¬ 
rier swings its engine thrust around for 
take-off and landing, and because of its 
light weight. VIFFing, which the British 
learned a great deal about from the U.S. 
Marine Corps, whose pilots also fly Har¬ 
riers, allowed the Harriers to do things 
that would be impossible fbr anything 
except a helicopter. 

The Harriers also succeeded in their 
air-to-ground mission. Five were shot 
down, three or four by small arms or 
light anti-aircraft artillery, one or two by 
Argentine SAMs. But with more than 
500 sorties flown into the Argentine air- 
defense envelope, this loss ratio was 
under one percent. 

In these sorties, Sea Harriers and Har¬ 
rier GR3s destroyed 15 aircraft on the 
ground, conducted reconnaissance, and 
flew a wide variety of strike and ground 
attack missions. They made extensive 
use of cluster munitions and laser- 
guided “smart” bombs, some of which 
were reportedly guided onto target by 
SAS (Special Air Service) or SBS 
(Special Boat Squadron) teams equipped 
with laser target designators. Other air- 
strikes were guided in by ships or 
ground-based forward air controllers. 

Against things in the air or on the 
ground, the Harrier was most effective. 
Without the Harriers, the Argentine Air 
Force could have ranged freely over the 
Falklands, and the invasion might not 
have been possible. 

The cavalry troopers of the Blues and 
Royals, in their splendid blue tunics and 
gleaming breastplates, have delighted 
tourists in London for centuries. The 
Argentines were less happy to see them, 
however, for the armor the Blues and 
Royals brought to the Falklands were 
not knightly relics, but four Scorpion 
and four Scimitar light tanks. They 
showed the armies of the world that 
tanks do not have to be 40- to 60-ton 
monsters to be effective. 

The Scorpion (armed with a 76mm 
cannon) and the Scimitar (armed with a 
30mm cannon) are basically the same 
vehicle, and weigh only about eight tons 
each. A C-130 can easily airdrop a pair. 
Their greatest advantage is their superb 
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Gurkhas with captured German Rheinmetali MK 20 Rh 202 
Twin 20mm antiaircraft gun. Photo: Paul Haley, Soldier 
Magazine 



FALKLAND PHANTOM after the invasion. Unperturbed, he 
by Donna DuVall borrowed an unregistered American 

Atlas 210-X transmitter, with a max- 


When the Argentine troopers first imum output of 100 watts, and used 
charged ashore at dawn on 2 April, a it to transmit back to England, 
phantom voice in Port Stanley re- The set’s smallness gave it a unique 
layed the events by amateur radio to advantage, however. “It was so small 

listeners all over the world. One that it fitted neatly into a plastic 

listener from Bridlington, England — shopping bag. 1 was able to carry it 

8,000 miles away — heard the trans- around from house to house without 

missions and established radio con- any of the Argies noticing,” Silvey 

tact with the “Phantom Voice,” as laughed. Silvey was also referred to 

he came to be called, and maintained as “The Shopping Bag Man” be- 

a daily radio link with him through- cause of this, 

out the 73-day war. The Argentines realized that some- 

The “Phantom Voice” was Regi- one was transmitting vital informa- 
nald Silvey, a British lightkeeper who tion back to England, and a detector 
had lived in Port Stanley, Falklands, van patrolled Port Stanley’s streets 

for JO years. Silvey, an avid amateur each day trying to determine from 

radio operator, broadcasted from his which house the transmissions came, 

home as station VP8QE before the To fool them, Silvey went to a dif- 

invasion, and “saw no particular rea- ferent house each day. 

son” why he should stop after the “Once in a while, they got so close 
Argentines came. that I got really nervous, and I did 

The person with whom Silvey think about giving it up. They put the 

maintained daily contact was Bob word out that they would do all sorts 

North, station G4KHR in Bridling- of nasty things if they ever found me. 

ton-on-Sea resort. By the third day But it was so exciting, really. ..” 

after the invasion. North was being Silvey remembers. Besides, he felt 

instructed by the British Ministry of that he needed to “do his bit.” 

Defense. Silvey relayed vital informa- In addition to tvansmittmg inf or- 
tion about the Argentine troops back mation to England, Silvey also man- 

to England, including troop place- aged to jam the Argentines* two- 

ment, harbor activity, details con- meter local radio setup and send false 

cerning equipment, etc. reports to Argentine Army units. 

Because Silvey was well-known in Silvey reported that he had great 
the Falklands as a ham operator, and fun, especially since they couldn’t 

his equipment was registered in Port figure out who was doing it. The 

Stanley, Argentine officials con- “Phantom Voice” was great for the 

fiscated his radio gear a few days morale of the Britishers on the island. 
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BRITISH RDF 

by Jim Graves 

Just 72 hours after Argentina in¬ 
vaded the Falkland Islands, I was 
standing in a London pub with a lot 
of steely-eyed, jut-jawed Brits watch¬ 
ing the Naval Task Force sally forth 
from Portsmouth on the telly. 

As HMS Invincible moved slowly 
through the channel with Marines 
and sailors crammed on the flight 
deck waving good-bye to the Union 
Jack-wielding, cheering crowd 
ashore,, there was hardly a dry eye in 
the Golden Lion pub. 

I had absolutely no doubt about 
the outcome of the war. It didn’t take 
a military genius to figure it out; all 
one had to do was hear the steel in the 
British voices when they said the 
word, “Argies.” 

In other parts of the world, Great 
Britain’s launching of a war fleet for 
an 8,000-mile voyage to “sort out” a 
bunch of banana republic generals 
struck an incongruous note; not so in 
Great Britain, where it was seen as a 
deadly serious matter, I never heard a 
single word about any “lads” skip¬ 
ping across the nearest border to 
avoid the war and, if there was any¬ 
one in England inclined to demon¬ 
strate against the war, they had 
enough sense not to. 

Even some military analysts 
around the world were fooled by the 
speed with which Great Britain mo¬ 
bilized and launched its fleet. Within 
24 hours of the Argentine landing, 


the Ministry of Defense had ordered 
ships then participating in a NATO 
exercise near Gibraltar to head south 
toward Argentina or back to Ports¬ 
mouth to pick up stores, weapons 
and men. 

At Portsmouth, civilian longshore¬ 
men worked seemingly impossible 
hours — without complaint load¬ 
ing the innumerable items it takes to 
fight an expeditionary-type war. 
Because the Brits had cut back their 
conventional naval capability in the 
past few years, most of the ships put 
to sea overloaded. HMS Invincible 
for example, designed to carry five 
Harriers, went to sea with 20, a com : 
plement of Royal Marines — and 
Prince Andrew, a pilot for a rescue 
helicopter unit. 

The first hours may have seemed 
frantic, but as events were to prove, 
the Task Force went forth remark¬ 
ably well-prepared. Apparently, the 
Brit MOD had locked away in a 
drawer Plan l-A: “Reply to Invasion 
of Her Majesty’s Distant Proper- 
ties.” 

Part of that plan called for Great 
Britain’s considerable fleet of com¬ 
mercial ships to be used as auxiliary 
vessels. Thus, the Queen Elizabeth II 
and Canberra , two of the fin^f lux¬ 
ury liners afloat, became troop ships, 
after some hurried modification and 
outfitting. 

Some of the most stunning footage 
to come out of the war showed Ar¬ 
gentine jets zooming past the Canber¬ 
ra — so huge in splendid white that 
one wonders how the Argies could 
miss her —In San Carlos Bay, known 
as “Bomb Alley,” Sailors aboard the 
Canberra were blazing back at the 
Ar^ie jet-jockeys with machine guns 
fitted to the deck rails. 

Although the pressing of the Can¬ 
berra and QEII into service as troop 
ships appeared to the world as a bit 
jury-rigged — and it was — it also 
showed just how committed the Brits 


can be when it’s time to go to war. 

It also provided the Royal Marine 
(Commandos with a fund of stories 
that won’t soon run out. In a trip to 
England later last summer, SOF Pub¬ 
lisher Bob Brown and I spent hours 
laughing with the commandos about 
the interaction between the Canber¬ 
ra's cre\y — who normally haul the 
very rich to posh resorts — and the 
Marines. The RMC RSM —that’s 
Regimental Sergeant Major —had to 
keep his men from harassing the male, 
hairdresser, and he worried that the 
chow Plight affect his men’s lean 
fitness. The Canberra was recovered, 
refitted and launched into service so 
quickly that a few odd things went 
that shouldn’t have and some that 
should have gone didn’t. 

One example Brown and I learned 
about while getting the short tour of 
an obstacle course at a Royal Marines 
base. It was a fairly standard pourse 
except for the rope-climb obstacle; ft 
didn’t have any ropes 

Quite innocently, I asked, “What 
happened to the ropes?” 

The chap giving us the tour replied, 
“Well, you know when they loaded 
the Marines aboard the Canberra , 
MOD had planned well enough that 
most of the supplies the Marines 
needed were prepositioned one place 
or another, but they forgot about the 
ropes. We had to scrounge all over 
the country pulling down ropes to 
make scramble nets for the troops to 
go over the side of the Canberra . 

1 “And that, mate, takes a lot of 
rope.” 

When Great Britain goes to war, 
she goes to WAR. It might be on a 
shoestring and it might be for strange 
reasons, but you can be assured that 
the Brits will go in with great speed, 
enthusiasm and an uncanny ability to 
improvise. Combined, these traits 
make them deadly. 

Ask the Argentines. ^ 
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THE EMPIRE 
STRIKES BACK! 

by Will Brownell 

It is; very difficult to get good 
books on that amazing war in the 
Falklands. And it is also difficult to 
get a clear idea of the size and scope 
of what happened there. Neverthe¬ 
less, it’s clearly worth the effort to 
try, because this war was a war that 
was fought well and won well. And 
the readers of Soldier of Fortune 
deserve some help in this matter, 
because most of the books on the 
subject are bad. 

Consider the. book, Fight for the 
Falklands by John Laffin (St. Mar¬ 
tin’s Press, New York, 1982. 215 pp, 
$5,95 paperback). It’s so biased and 
pro-British that large numbers of 
British observers don’t like it. The 
author, who is supposed to be 
“noted British military historian.’ 
doesn’t like to work very much, for 
his book is simply a scissors-and- 
paste effort in which he’s pieced 
together the official statements of the 
spokesmen of the British Army and 
the British Foreign Office, and 
smoothed the mass into a pseudo¬ 
book. This is the kind of book that’s 
pieced together by three editors, two 
writers and 32 secretaries working 
around-the-clock. The final result 
looks solid but it’s identical to those 
construction projects where too 
much was done too fast by too many. 
It doesn’t hold together the way it’s 
supposed to. At $6, it’s overpriced. 

So the serious reader turns to the 
solid, staid, university presses. Yale 
University Press has come out with 
Julius Goebel’s The Struggle For the 
Falkland Islands: A Study in Legal 
and Diplomatic History (1982. $35 in 
hardback and $11 in paper). Even 
though Yale is supposed to be a 
classy act, the problem is that Yale 
University Press has clearly botched 
it this time. You buy the book think¬ 
ing you will learn something about 
the recent struggle in those, islands 


(Falklands or British). Then you 
come home and you’ve got a sur¬ 
prise: The book is a reprint of a 1927 
text that analyzed the Argentine, 
Spanish, English and French claims 
to the islands. All it tells you is that 
Mr. Goebel as a law professor 
thought Argentina had a good legal 
claim. No matter that, since 1927, 
Argentina has developed a ferocious 
dictatorship and that the inhabitants 
of the Falklands show no wish to be 
part of it or subjects under it. A book 
written in 1927 simply cannot be 
timely in 1983. At $11 or $35, it’s 
really overpriced. 

But don’t worry — this review is 
not overloaded with bad news. 
There’s good news coming, just like 
the cavalry at the end of the movies. 
And here 1 refer to War in the 
Falklands: The Full Story, by the 
Sunday Times of London Insight 
Team (Harper and Row, New York, 
1982. $15). It’s clearly the best book 
this author has found on this subject 
anywhere, mostly because it’s such a 
painstaking reconstruction of every¬ 
thing that took place, Based on end¬ 
less debriefings from British officers, 
which in several cases were obtained 
during the 1-o-n-g voyage hom£ when 
the war was won, and based on 
countless interviews with Argentine 
officials too, the book tells the story 
from all angles. 

And the information it gives is a bit 
opposite of what you’ve heard in 
most of the press. The press is full of 
praise for the gadgetry of the war in 
the Falklands. By the time the war 
was over, everyone had heard all he 
wanted to know about the French- 
made Exocet missile (which is now so 
popular in the Arab world that its 
French makers charge four times 
what they did for the missile before 
the war). Long articles have been 
written about the push-button quality 
of the war. And probably they are 
wrong, if we are to believe this book. 
This book shows all the errors that 
were made on all sides, and how the 


cross-country mobility. Exerting only 
half the ground pressure of a penguin, 
they could traverse the boggy Falklands 
terrain where other vehicles immediately 
got stuck and troops sank to their knees. 

Argentina’s Marines tried using their 
LTVP-7 amphibious tractors, which 
bogged down and had to be withdrawn 
(at least one was lost in the initial inva¬ 
sion). The Argentine Army’s Panhard 
AML-90 armored cars could not leave 
the paved roads in Port Stanley, so took 


HMS Sir Galahad ablaze at Fitzroy, two 
days after bombing raid that cost 56 British 
lives. Photo: Paul Haley, Soldier Magazine 


human factor became decisive. 

Just take the example of South 
Georgia Island. There were several 
helicopter crashes by the British com¬ 
mandos, which made it impossible 
for them to land on that island. The 
Royal Marines Special Boat Squad¬ 
ron then had terrible troubles with its 
engines stalling. Virtually everything 
that could’ve gone wrong did, but 
then the magnificent qualities of the 
British fighting man came into play. 
A swift, totally unplanned gamble 
was made by outnumbered British 
forces that simply walked over an 
Argentine garrison (which outnum¬ 
bered them three to one). Again and 
again, one finds equipment breaking 
down on both sides, but one also 
finds the British troops — trained, 
professional veterans, living and 
working as a unit — walking through 
the masses of terrified, confused 
soldiers in Argentine uniforms. It’s 
like the U S. Marines against the Boy 
Scouts of America. 

All in all this book reminds me of 
the words of Gen. Westmoreland at 
the SOF Convention on 16 October 
last year when he gave the keynote 
address: “Wars will be decided by 
armed men on the ground. Such has 
been the case in the past, and so it 
will be in the future.” 

A few good men have disagreed 
with this. Too many hours watching 
Star Trekl Who knows. But the War 
in the Falklands: The Full Story by 
the Sunday Times of London Insight 
Team seems to prove what West¬ 
moreland was asserting, that the 
most important single factor in Bri¬ 
tain’s 100-ship armada was the old, 
battle-tested fighting man, and his 
ability to rely on his friends when 
everything went wrong. 

At $15, the book is a steal. Buy it, 
borrow it, swipe it, mooch it, but get 
your hands on it today. (Warning: 
it’s becoming a best-seller among 
military book buffs, and you may 
have to either order it or ask your 
library to get it for you.) ^ 
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no part in the fighting (the Blues and 
Royals got two as souvenirs). 

Because of the absence of enemy ar¬ 
mor, British tanks were free to support 
infantry, and they saw much fighting in 
the hill battles around Port Stanley. 
They were also used to ferry troops and 
supplies, evacuate casualties, and even 
for air defense — one Scimitar claimed 
an A-4 Skyhawk! Only one was dam¬ 
aged when a Scimitar hit a U.S.-made 
anti-tank mine. There were no casualties 
and the tank was repaired. Though its 
light weight means light armor protec¬ 
tion, these little tanks were able to take 
care of themselves in the Falklands. 

The Surface-to-Air Missile (SAM) has 
been integral to modern combat in the 
Middle East and Southeast Asia. The 
Falklands introduced a whole spectrum 
of SAMs to combat. At sea, the British 
had the long-range Sea Dart (eight kills), 
the high-technology Sea Wolf (five kills) 
and the short-range Sea Cat (six kills). 
On land they had the heliportable Rapier 
(14 kills), the nonportable Blowpipe 
(seven kills) and the U.S.-made man- 
portable Stinger (one kill). 



Men of 5 Infantry come ashore at San 
Carlos under the antiaircraft cover of .50 
Browning. Photo: Paul Haley, Soldier 
Magazine 


The Argentines had British-made 
Blowpipes and Tigercats (a land version 
of the Sea Cat), one Franco-German- 
made Roland launcher and Soviet-made 
SA-7 Strella manportable SAMs, a con¬ 
tribution from either the Soviets, Libya, 
Cuba or Peru. All together, they ac¬ 
counted for one or two Harriers and two 
observation helicopters (all probably to 
Blowpipes). 

The true effectiveness of any SAM, 
however, is not in the number of aircraft 
it kills, but in “virtual attrition ’ 9 in the 
attacks it breaks up, and the number of 
bombs it causes to miss. The British 
SAM defense protected San Carlos Bay 
well enough from the attacking Argen¬ 
tine aircraft to allow British ships to un¬ 
load their supplies. The Rapier shined at 
San Carlos. Light and accurate, it lacks 
a proximity fuse and must hit to kill — a 


great advantage, since otherwise the 
British would have showered their own 
ships and men with fragments. 

The Sea Wolf is designed to defend 
ships against fast-moving threats. It can 
shoot down not only missiles, but can¬ 
non shells as well (although it was not 
called upon to do either during the war). 

The Stinger saw limited use, only, by 
the SBS and SAS, who used it to shoot 
down a Pucara ground-attack aircraft 
on 2 June. 

Aside from the Blowpipe missile, the 
Argentines actually lacked enough 
SAMs for an effective defense. How¬ 
ever, just the threat of their presence and 
deployment hindered British air opera¬ 
tions — giving virtual attrition. 

The helicopter is as integral to modern 
warfare as the truck, and both the 
British and Argentines used helicopters 
throughout the campaign. Even in the 
abysmal weather of a sub-antarctic 
winter, the helicopter proved crucial to 
land and sea operations. 

British Scout helicopters used SS-11 
anti-tank guided missiles against bunk¬ 
ers at Darwin, while the Argentine sub¬ 
marine Santa Fe was put out of action 
by missile-firing naval helicopters. The 
Royal Navy’s Lynx helicopters used the 
Sea Skua — the first air-to-surface mis¬ 
sile designed especially for anti-shipping 
helicopters — to sink or cripple four 
small Argentine warships. Seven Sea 
Skua missiles were fired, and seven hits 
were scored. 

As well as attacking the Santa Fe , 
British helicopters kept up constant anti¬ 
submarine cover for the task force, 
which kept the other three Argentine 
submarines at bay. British helicopters 
were used for rescue and casualty evacu¬ 
ation duties throughout the war. The 
relatively low loss of life — when com¬ 
pared to similar incidents in World War 
II — on the British ships that were lost is 
due in large part to the helicopter crews 


Blowpipe AA man-portable, shoulder- 
controlled surface-to-air missile proved 
highly effective in Falklands War. Photo: 
Paul Haley, Soldier Magazine 


who pulled survivors from fire or water. 

Both sides used helicopters primarily 
in a transport role. The Argentines used 
them in the initial invasion of the Falk¬ 
lands and South Georgia (where the tiny 
Royal Marine garrison shot up two 
troop-carrying Puma helicopters, de¬ 
stroying one). They also lifted a bat¬ 
talion into Goose Green from Port Stan¬ 
ley immediately before the Second Bat¬ 
talion of the Parachute Regiment began 
its assault. But aside from this, the 
Argentines did not make use of the flex¬ 
ibility of their helicopters. 

The British suffered a severe setback 
when all six of the Royal Air Force 
Wessex and all but one of the Chinook 
medium-lift helicopters sent to the Falk¬ 
lands sank with the merchant ship At¬ 
lantic Conveyor. The surviving Chin¬ 
ook, the now-legendary Bravo Novem¬ 
ber, flew around the clock, establishing 
new load records. To exploit the Argen¬ 
tine withdrawal from Fitzroy settlement, 
the British packed 81 infantrymen into 
Bravo November and flew them in, with 
standing room only. 

Most of the transport flying fell to the 
Royal Navy. They brought in the troops 
to South Georgia and San Carlos Bay, 
then lifted in priority items from the 
waiting ships, which is why the Rapier 
SAM batteries were in action from shore 
so quickly. Armed Sea King transport 
helicopters, following rocket-armed Ga¬ 
zelle scout helicopters, inserted troops of 
the 1st Battalion, 7th Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles, in Viet- 
nam-style airmobile assaults against cut¬ 
off Argentine units in the British rear. 

Continued on page 66 
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PART I: Vietnam became a war of no fronts. All of South Vietnam was 
eventually the battlefield: the dense jungle and rugged hills near the 
DMZ, the wetlands and impenetrable forests north of Saigon, and the 
myriad waterways and rice paddies of the Mekong Delta. In these 
diverse, hostile environments, Gen. William C. Westmoreland 
calculated that his “big-war 99 strategy of attrition, search 
and destroy could work. The application of that strategy was 
demonstrated, in part, by three of MACV 9 s efforts in South 
Vietnam: Operation Hastings near the DMZ, Cedar Falls 
in the Iron Triangle northwest of Saigon and 
Coronado V, a riverine operation in the 
Mekong Delta. 

Gen. Watt’s after-action report on 
Hastings to MACV called Hastings 
a significant victory for the United 
States in which “the 324th NVA 
Division suffered a crushing defeat 
and enemy designs for capture \of 
Quang Tri Province wefe 
thwarted.” Gen. Westmoreland 
was convinced that the timq 
execution of Hastings hi 
spoiled NVA strategy ai i 
foiled an invasion. 



THREE 
BATTLES, 
Part 2 


The War 
Down South 


by Edward Doyle 


Photos by Dick Swanson, Life Magazine, 1967, Time Inc. 
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3 BATTLES 


The Marines exacted a stiff price from 
324Bfor its incursion: 882 killed', 17 cap¬ 
tured, and 200 weapons, 300 pounds of 
documents and more than 300,000 
rounds of ammunition seized. In all, 126 
Marines were killed and 448 wounded. 

From a long-term perspective Hast¬ 
ings demonstrated the problems faced 
by MACV forces fighting in the rugged 
hills of northern I Corps. By exploiting 
their continuing ability to move across 
the DMZ into South Vietnam, NVA di¬ 
visions were able to control the tempo of 
combat in I Corps. Their options in¬ 
cluded full-scale invasion, hit-and-run 
attacks and increasing infiltration of the 
south. These types of NVA offensive 
threats caused a steady build-up of U. S. 
Marines from 1966 to 1968 near the 
DMZ. One Army report concluded, 
“Gen. Walt, with his forces stretched to 
the limit and short of helicopter and 
logistical assets, was unable to do more 
than hold his own.” Gen. Vo Nguyen 
Giap described the situation this way: 
“The Marines are being stretched as taut 
as a bowstring. ” 

A IR Force Lt. Col. Grove Johnson 
l described security at Saigon’s 
sprawling Tan Son Nhut Air Base as be¬ 


ing “like defending a stockade in the 
days of the Indians.” Charged with se¬ 
curing the muiti-million-dollar airfield 
complex, only a few miles from down¬ 
town Saigon, from Viet Cong (VC) at¬ 
tacks, Johnson installed barbed wire, 
round-the-clock patrols and a network 
of booby traps. But no level of vigilance 
seemed able to deter daring raids by VC 
guerrillas and saboteurs. On the evening 
of 4 December 1966, 25 VC breached 
Tan Son Nhut’s defensive perimeter to 
within hand-grenade range of U.S. war- 



An old woman and a child were among the 
Vietnamese removed from Ben Sue during 
Operation Cedar Falls and taken to a 
relocation camp. 


planes, parked unattended in an open 
field. Base security discovered and killed 
the VC before they accomplished their 
mission of destroying the planes. The in¬ 
cident confirmed evidence piling up at 
nearby MACV headquarters: VC activi¬ 
ty in the Saigon area was reaching alarm¬ 
ing proportions. 

Tan Son Nhut was not the only target. 
Eight VC battalions, operating brazenly 
within a 25-mile radius of Saigon, were 
slowly strangling the city’s commercial, 
agricultural and communications links 
with the rural population in thousands 
of villages. The VC controlled many of 
the roads and waterways surrounding 
Saigon and extorted “tolls” for their 
use, imposing financial drain as well as 
political embarrassment on the Govern¬ 
ment of Vietnam (GVN). Particularly 
galling was the ability of VC units to 
strike almost at will into the heart of 
South Vietnam’s capital. When the VC 
sent a rocket and mortar barrage into a 
Saigon crowd celebrating South Viet¬ 
nam’s National Day, the top officers at 
MACV and the South Vietnamese gov¬ 
ernment decided they had had enough. 

Gen. Westmoreland, impatient with 
GVN footdragging in pacification and 
suppression of rampant VC terrorism in 
and around Saigon (incidents doubled in 
1966), opted for an American solution: a 
hardhitting search-and-destroy opera¬ 
tion to eliminate the source of VC pres¬ 
sure on Saigon and its environs. 


NATIONAL DAY BLAST 

by Bob Poos 

I happened to be in Saigon on Viet¬ 
namese National Day, 1 November 
1966, when the VC troubled to mor¬ 
tar and rocket the capital. 

It was something of an oddity for 
me to be in Saigon. I liked neither it 
nor the marshy jungled area around 
it. If I had to be in Vietnam walking 
through the woods with infantry 
looking for bad guys, 1 preferred to 
do it up in I Corps where the Marines 
lurked or below in II Corps, home- 
away-from-home for the First Air 
Cav and the 25th Division. 

Two Corps also had Nha Trang. 
Ah, Nha Trang. Had congress passed 
a law requiring every infantryman to 
spend one week’s R&R in Nha Trang, 
told him that was what he was 
Fighting for and then aimed him 
north, Hanoi would have fallen in a 
matter of days to savage hordes of 
American soldiers and Marines. 
Those of you who have been there 
will know what I mean. 

One of the advantages to being a 
combat correspondent in ’Nam, as 
opposed to being a combat soldier, 
was that you could pretty well pick 
out the area you wished to work in 
and, for the most part, remain there. 

But, sometimes, circumstances dic¬ 


tated a trip to Saigon, Perhaps mere 
curiosity to see what the place looked 
like. Possibly while hitchhiking from 
one point to another via military 
transport aircraft, you might get 
dumped off there and since the stop 
was unavoidable, you might do well 
to visit the Constellation Hotel veran¬ 
da, or the Aterbea Restaurant or any 
one of many such fleshpots where 
one could regale others with tales of 
his courage during the most recent 
battle (in modest self-deprecation, of 
course), quench one’s thirst with ice- 
cold sweat-beaded bottles of Ba Mui 
Ba and satiate the other personal 
needs of a reasonably young man just 
back from the war. 

But usually it was because the wire- 
service Bureau Chief wanted to lay 
eyes from time to time upon these in-; 
trepid combat correspondents. He 
also wanted to bitch about their ex¬ 
pense accounts. (I once turned in one 
for 5,000 piastres as a bribe to an Air 
Vietnam DC3 crewchief for cram¬ 
ming me in with a planeload of toilet 
bowls en route from Qui Nhon to Da 
Nang, then under siege by Buddhist 
rebels. The Bureau Chief wished to 
know what the hell a cargo of toilet 
bowls had to do with a siege. For that 
matter, so did I.).He also wanted you 
to do unpleasant things like work 16 
to 20 hours in the Bureau, pounding 


out on ancient upright typewriters 
dozens of bulletins, scores of urgents 
and millions of words while at the 
same time striving manfully to force 
yourself to use the hopelessly con¬ 
fused telephone system, half of 
whose phones had been left behind 
by the French, the other half of 
which were in the process of being in¬ 
stalled by the Americans — and 
neither of which worked. And he also 
wanted you to cover the “Five 
O’clock Follies,” the daily MACV 
briefing on what was supposed to be 
going on around the country mili- 
tarywise. No need to speculate here. 
You didn’t wonder if they were lying 
to you, you knew they were. 

A good friend in the MACV Public 
Information Office once remarked 
bitterly to me over drinks: “When 
this thing got going, they had two op¬ 
tions: to flood you with facts, or 
blind you with bullshit. They chose 
the latter.” 

Out in the boondocks, it was dif¬ 
ferent. There, a soldier (or Marine) 
be he private or colonel, was so hap¬ 
py to see you, he didn’t bother lying. 
And MACV, God bless its prevari¬ 
cating heart, permitted one full ac¬ 
cess to them If he wanted to share 
the same perils. 

The truth (you might get killed get¬ 
ting it; 50 of us were) was available. 
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ARVN soldiers in 
background keep a 
dose eye on Ben 
Sue villagers during 
evacuation and 
subsequent 
destruction of Ben 
Sue village in the 
Iron Triangle 
during Operation 
Cedar Falls. AH are 
suspects because the 
area had been VC 
dominated for 
years. 


That was why a small number* about 
10 percent at any given time of the 
400 to 600 correspondents in-coun¬ 
try, elected to remain with the com¬ 
bat troops and avoid Saigon as 
though it abounded in syphilis, go¬ 
norrhea, black water fever and lep¬ 
rosy — all of which it did. 

I digress. It has taken me alto¬ 
gether too long to explain why 1 was 
in Saigon that 1 November, instead 
of out in the boonies smiting the 
Hated ’Cong hip and thigh with pen¬ 
cil, notebook and camera. But when 
one starts to reflect on such things, 
the memories are always much nicer 
than the realities. 

Anyhow, it was National Day. I 
was in town and Bureau Chief Ed 
White thought it would be nice if I 
earned my bread and beans by help¬ 
ing cover the festivities. My assign¬ 
ment: crawl ignominously beneath 
bleachers atop which were perched 
Prime Minister Nguen Cao Ky and a 
large assortment of other high- 
ranking dignitaries, few of whom I’d 
ever seen before. In this strategic 
location, I could overhear what Ky 
had to say (there was no prepared 
text, but he was to deliver the 
message in both Vietnamese and Eng¬ 
lish), use my badly battered old Ni¬ 
kon F to snap pictures should the op¬ 
portunity present itself and then rush 


both to AP headquarters, only a cou¬ 
ple of blocks away. 

There the film (if any) would be 
given to Chief Photographer Horst 
Faas and I would dictate my notes to 
Peter Arnett, John Wheeler or, as 
White succinctly put it: “Someone 
who knows what’s going on and who 
can write.” 

I did as ordered and located myself 
under the grandstands some time 
prior to commencement of the cere¬ 
mony, Then began the usual endless 
wait for something to happen, a com¬ 
mon experience for newspaper re¬ 
porters the world over. Eventually 
the speeches began, delivered by a 
line of lesser dignitaries, and Ky 
waited patiently, clad in his usual col¬ 
orful jumpsuit, purple I think it was, 
for his turn as the piece de resistance. 

But his delivery was suddenly inter¬ 
rupted by the unmistakable (if you’ve 
ever heard them) whooshing, hissing, 
sibilant sounds of incoming mortars 
and rockets. 

I didn’t move, figuring the people- 
packed bleachers overhead would af¬ 
ford the best protection available on 
such short notice. Then, of course, 
came the explosions. Close, my ears 
told me, but not too close. It was 
probably area rather than targeted 
fire, designed more to intimidate 
than to kill. 


No one was injured by flying 
shrapnel or anything else, although 
they certainly would have been, had 
pandemonium erupted with everyone 
trying to scramble free from his seat 
and seek cover elsewhere. 

But above all the noise, Ky’s voice 
roared first in Vietnamese and then in 
English: “NO ONE MOVES. EVEN 
IF WE’RE ALL KILLED. NO ONE 
MOVES. STAY WHERE YOU 
ARE.” Ky wasn’t a very big man but 
he sure could bellow when he wanted 
to. Would have done credit to some 
hogcallers I knew back home in 
southern Illinois when I was a kid. 
And besides possessing a very large 
and loud voice, he also proved be¬ 
yond question that he owned a very 
large pair of brass balls. 

And so that was when American 
and Vietnamese brass decided, figur¬ 
atively, “Now you’ve gone too far! 
Shooting at GIs is one thing but de¬ 
livering fin-stabilized ordnance in the 
general direction of General Officers 
is another,” And Operation Cedar 
Falls came to pass. 

When it did, I was happily envel¬ 
oped in the great, green, protective 
arms of the First Cav, somewhere 
east of Bong Son. And I sure am glad 
I was.?? 
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He called it Cedar Falls after the 
Idaho hometown of a young Army lieu¬ 
tenant recently killed in action and post¬ 
humously awarded the Medal of Honor. 
Its target was the 63-square-mile wedge 
of jungle and paddy fields northwest of 
Saigon, known as the Iron Triangle. 
MACV referred to the Triangle, a long¬ 
time VC sanctuary, as a ‘‘dagger pointed 
at Saigon.” It functioned as the nerve 
center for VC terrorism in the Saigon 
region, with a vast network of concrete 
bunkers, base camps, supply depots and 
field hospitals connected by tunnels. 
Some American officers thought the Tri¬ 
angle served as headquarters for the VC 
Fourth Military Region, which con¬ 
trolled all villages in the vicinity. 

For 18 months prior to Cedar Falls, 
U.S. B-52s had been blasting VC in¬ 
stallations in the Triangle, hoping to 
drive the guerrillas from their hideout. 
According to Brig. Gen. Glenn Walker, 
“You don’t fight this fellow [VC guer¬ 
rilla] rifle to rifle. You locate him and 
back away. Blow the hell out of him and 
then police up.” The rain of more than a 
million pounds of bombs, however, 
yielded no tangible results: the VC’s 
hold on the Triangle remained un¬ 
shaken. Now, in early 1967, his Army 
bolstered by thousands of new troops to 
a total of 385,000, Westmoreland felt he 
had the muscle to go into the Triangle in 
force and “police up.” 

Cedar Falls was to employ a force of 
15,000 men drawn from several Ameri¬ 
can and South Vietnamese divisions, 
making it the largest operation yet in the 
war. Its principal objective was “de¬ 
struction of the enemy’s Military Region 
IV Headquarters” and the razing of his 
fortifications once and for all. If Cedar 
Falls was successful, as MACV envi¬ 
sioned it, the VC would be finished in 
the Triangle. 

The units involved were the 11th Ar¬ 
mored Cavalry Regiment and the 173rd 
Airborne Brigade, as well as elements of 
the 25th Infantry Division, 196th Light 
Infantry, the 1st Infantry Division (Big 
Red One) and the ARVN 5th Infantry 
Division. Their mission: to seal off the 
Triangle’s perimeter, using the standard 
hammer-and-anvil maneuver. One 
force, the hammer, would conduct a co¬ 
ordinated sweep across the Triangle, 
while a second, the anvil, would position 
itself to block the enemy’s avenue of 
escape. To prevent intelligence leaks to 
the VC, MACV kept preparations for 
Cedar Falls an exclusively American af¬ 
fair. Even the highest South Vietnamese 
military and civilian officials were kept 
in the dark until late in the planning 
stage. Cedar Falls’ commander, Gen. 
Jonathan Seaman, commander of Sec¬ 
ond Field Force, delayed briefing the 
ARVN III Corps commander and ar¬ 
ranging for ARVN support troops until 
two days before the operation. Despite 
the unusual emphasis on surprise, Sea¬ 
man did not alter the practice of prep- 



ping the operation zone with air and ar¬ 
tillery. No target in the Triangle was 
spared, except for one small village — 
set in a loop of the Saigon River in the 
Triangle’s far northwestern corner. 

Cedar Falls, with its air and artillery 
bombardment, troop maneuvers and 
search-and-destroy tactics bore many of 
the trappings of conventional warfare. 
Not so conventional, however, was what 
MACV had in store for the village of 
Ben Sue, reputed hub of VC control of 
the Triangle. MACV had classified Ben 
Sue as “under firm enemy control” 
since 1964 when the VC drove out an 
ARVN battalion stationed there. A U.S. 
Army history described it as a “fortified 
supply and political center” in which 
“the central organization for the Viet 
Cong’s secret base was located.” 

Ben Sue posed a serious dilemma for 
MACV. For almost a decade the village 
had been cooperating with and support¬ 
ing the VC. An Army spokesman com¬ 
plained, “We haven’t even been able to 
take a census to find out who’s there.” 
If, according to Mao’s aphorism, the 
people are the sea in which the guerrilla 


must swim, MACV concluded there was 
no option, in Ben Sue’s case, but to 
drain the sea by removing the people and 
destroying the village. As one Ameri¬ 
can colonel remarked, “This is probably 
the only military or political solution for 
this place.” 

After a surprise helicopter assault into 
Ben Sue by 1st Division units, the village 
was to be sealed off and swept for VC. 
On the eve of Cedar Falls, Maj. Allen 
Dixon outlined the scenario to a group 
of six newsmen: “The attack is going to 
go tomorrow morning and it’s going to 
be a complete surprise. Five hundred 
men of the 1st Infantry Division’s 2nd 
Brigade are going to be lifted right into 
the village itself in 60 choppers... .We 
have learned that the perimeter of the 
village is heavily mined, and that’s why 
we’ll be going into the village proper.” 
Its people did not know it, but Ben Sue 
no longer had a future. 

On 8 January 1967, Cedar Falls got un¬ 
derway. Thirty miles from Ben Sue, 60 
“slicks,” troop-carrying helicopters, 
hovered above Dau Tieng airstrip, form¬ 
ing two giant Vs against the clear morning 
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A suspect Viet Cong 
(center) surrenders 
during Operation 
C edar Falls which 
had a final body 
count of 720. 



ARVN soldiers 
remove rice cache 
under village of Ben 
Sue. The Viet Cong, 
which had 
controlled the area 
for years, had dug 
complex systems of 
tunnels throughout 
the area in which 
they stored food, 
supplies, weapons, 
medical stores — 
and in which they 
hid during 
American bombing 
and infantry 
operations. 


sky. Maj. Nick Primis, the mission’s avia¬ 
tion officer from the 1st Aviation Bat¬ 
talion, had everything timed to the sec¬ 
ond. At precisely 0745, the helicopters, 
traveling less than 50 feet apart, skimmed 
above treetops at 85 mph. The lead pilot, 
within minutes, spotted smoke from col¬ 
ored smoke grenades tossed by the Path¬ 
finders, specially trained soldiers put in 
ahead of the main body of troops to 
mark the landing zone. 

Suddenly, a call came in over the 
radio of Maj. George Fish, piloting one 
of 10 gunships covering the landing: 
“Rebel 36, go in for the mark.” Fish 
dove toward Ben Sue, taking fire from a 
bunker. His guns quickly silenced it. 
Fish then took a moment to admire the 
view: “You look out to see a whole 
bunch of choppers ... beautifully co¬ 
ordinated and planned.” The landing 
was textbook perfect. 

“Our skids were almost in the water,” 
recalled Maj. Donald Ice. “Then we 
jumped a tree line, flared up and popped 
into the landing zone.” In less than 90 
seconds, all the helicopters had touched 
down, deposited 420 soldiers and headed 
back to Dau Tieng. 

The people of Ben Sue were caught 
totally by surprise. The menacing roar of 
the helicopters and swiftness of the 
assault stunned the villagers. Maj. Ice 
remembers having “to push Vietnamese 
out of the landing zone. They didn’t 
know what was happening.” The vil¬ 
lagers remained strangely calm, almost 
in a state of shock, even as pande¬ 
monium erupted around them. 

Helicopters with public-address 
systems circled above the village, and 
ARVN officers blared the same message: 
“Attention, people of Ben Sue. You are 
surrounded.... Do not run away or you 
will be shot as VC. Stay in your homes 
and wait for further instructions.” Most 
obeyed the warning. Those seeking to 
escape met a wall of fire in every direc¬ 
tion. In addition to an artillery barrage, 
gunships fired rockets into the surround¬ 
ing jungle, and jets screeched low over 
the village with loads of napalm. Mes¬ 
sages broadcast by the loudspeakers 
could hardly be heard through the din. 

A distraught young woman later 
cried: “The loudspeakers came over¬ 
head, but how could I hear them? The 
bombs were exploding everywhere. My 
father is deaf, so how could he hear the 
voices from the helicopter. .. .My father 
is very old.” 

VC guerrillas, squeezed between the 
hammer and anvil, offered what resis¬ 
tance they could muster. Company A, 
1st Battalion, 26th Infantry, 1st Infantry 
Division, one of the first units on the 
ground, encountered booby traps and 
sniper fire while edging toward the vil¬ 
lage outskirts to prevent anyone from 
leaving. Two claymore mines detonated 
by nearby VC exploded, downing two 
men. In the next instant, a large booby 
trap in a tree exploded and two more 
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men went down. The rest of the com¬ 
pany froze in their tracks. They had 
wandered into a minefield. 

The lightning reaction of Sgt. Ernest 
Williams salvaged the situation. He 
rushed forward to cover the wounded 
and summon medical aid. As medics 
tended to the wounded, Williams coped 
with VC sniper fire. He brought his men 
forward to provide cover, enabling the 
unit to withdraw from the minefield 
without further casualties. 

Ben Sue had its own surprise for the 
Americans. Besides occasional sniper 
fire, resistance was much lighter than ex¬ 


pected from a VC stronghold. Yet for 
the soldiers this offered not relief but 
frustration. For days they had antici¬ 
pated combat with well-entrenched guer¬ 
rillas, and the tons of captured food, 
medical supplies and equipment seemed 
small return for the risk they had taken. 
It was eerie for the Americans to see the 
visible signs of an army whose soldiers, 
in spite of all efforts to envelop them, 
had disappeared, like phantoms, into 
the jungle. 

The people of Ben Sue presented a 
quandary for Americans responsible for 
interrogating and evacuating them. The 
men, women and children, though they 
wore no uniforms and carried no guns, 
were no less members of the local VC in¬ 
frastructure. Divided into four rear ser¬ 
vice companies, the villagers did every¬ 
thing from transport rice and supplies to 


construct village defenses. Even the 
children played a role by assisting their 
parents whenever possible. A sign 
posted on a tree in the village exhorted 
them to “battle vigorously against the 
American aggressors.” All this hindered 
efforts to isolate truly “hard-core” VC 
among the villagers. 

For the tense, battle-primed GIs 
ordered to seal off the village, the often 
subtle nuances and indicators used by in¬ 
terrogators to identify VC from civilian, 
combatant from non-combatant, were a 
luxury they felt they could not afford. 
The decision, VC or not VC, often had 
to be reached in a split second and was 
compounded by the language barrier. 
The consequences of any ambiguity 
sometimes proved fatal to Vietnamese 
villagers. In Ben Sue, one unit of Ameri¬ 
can soldiers, crouching near a road 



TRIANGLE 
TUNNEL RAT 
by Michael Kathman 

1 was assigned as an intelligence 
scout, commonly called a “Tunnel 
Rat,” with the 3rd Squadron, 11th 
i Armored Cavalry Reginient, during 
1966 and 1967 in South Vietnam. 
During Operation Junction City, 1 
had an experience that gives the 
“gruntV-eye view — from both 
sides. 

In 1967, our squadron was as¬ 


signed the task of clearing the enemy 
from an area known as the Iron Tri¬ 
angle. For years a stronghold con¬ 
trolled by the Viet Cong, the Triangle 
contained miles of tunnels. On that 
particular day, I entered one tunnel 
after carefully searching for booby- 
traps (such as poisonous snakes sus¬ 
pended from the tunnel roof) and re¬ 
cent signs of the enemy — and ran in¬ 
to an apparent dead end approxi¬ 
mately 100 meters inside. I could 
think of ho reason why the enemy 
would dig a tunnel so deep without 
an escape route. 


After slowly backtracking, I found 
what I was searching for. Protruding 
about one inch from the roof of the 
tunnel was the bottom of the kind of 
aluminum pan that the Vietnamese 
used for washing, 

1 don’t believe I’ve ever perspired 
as much as I did in the 10 minutes it 
took to probe with my bayonet for a 
trip wire. When I found none, I 
switched off my flashlight, and 
inched the pan up onto the floor of a 
second tunnel that ran across the top 
of the one I was in. Then l caiftiod^y 
raised the upper half of my body into 
the tunnel until I was lying flat on my 
stomach. When I felt comfortable, I 
placed my Smith Wesson .38-caliber 
snub-nose (sent to me by my father 
for tunnel work) beside the flashlight 
and switched on the light, il¬ 
luminating the tunnel. 

There, not more than 15 feet away, 
sat a Viet Cong eating a handful of 
rice from a pouch on his lap. We 
looked at each other for what seemed 
to be an eternity, but in fact was 
probably only a few seconds. 

Maybe it was the surprise of ac¬ 
tually finding someone else there, or 
maybe it was just the absolute inno¬ 
cence of the situation, but neither 
one of us reacted. 

After a moment, he put his pouch 
of rice on the floor of the tunnel be¬ 
side him, turned his back to me and 
slowly started crawling away. I, in 
turn, switched off my flashlight, 
before slipping back into the lower 
tunnel and making my way back to 
the entrance. About 20 minutes later, 
we received word that another squad 
had killed a VC emerging from a fun¬ 
nel 500 meters away. 

I never doubted who that VC was. 
To this day, 1 firmly believe that 
grunt and 1 could have ended the war 
sooner over a beer in Saigon than 
Henry Kissinger ever Could bv attend¬ 
ing the peace talks. ^ 
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SINGING THE MEKONG 
DELTA BLUES 

by Richard Schorske 

American soldiers called it “Wad¬ 
ing in oatmeal.” Even during scorch¬ 
ing days of the Delta dry season, mud 
was everywhere. It fouled weapons, 
mired tanks and crippled even am¬ 
phibious tracked vehicles; it ruined 
leather and caused a near epidemic of 
“immersion foot/ 1 a sort of athlete’s 
foot run wild. 

So serious was the health hazard 
from wading in the Delta’s swamps 
and rice paddies that the men of the 
Mobile Riverine Force could patrol 
“on land” no more than four to five 
days. When they returned for a 
drying-out period aboard one of their 
floating barracks ships, the American 
riverine fighters enjoyed — by infan¬ 
trymen’s standards — special treat¬ 
ment in recognition of the special 
hazards which they faced. 

The headquarters of River Assault 
Flotilla One, the USS Benewah , was 
air-conditioned, a luxury in South 
Vietnam’s searing heat. Although the 
Benewah was a strange-looking ves¬ 
sel, the more than 1,000 Army and 
Navy personnel billeted there wel¬ 
comed its amenities. In addition to 
air-conditioning, there was fresh 
food, sometimes helilifted in, and a 
complete surgical suite able to handle 
many medical emergencies without 
need for evacuation. Above all, there 
was security: Peace and quiet could 
almost be taken for granted aboard 
the barracks ships. 

Moored near the center of a river, 
countermortar radar aboard ship 
provided coverage of the surrounding 
area, while Army security forces rein¬ 
forced by artillery patrolled the 
shore. Unlike life aboard the attack¬ 
ing craft, the Monitors and ATCs, 


there was little danger of a sudden 
barrage of fire for those recuperating 
back at “the base.” 

After several days of drying out 
and repairing equipment, troops as¬ 
signed to riverine operations would 
be on the move again in the Delta. 
Some brigades would conduct as 
many as four operations a month, 
patrolling rivers as well as engaging 
enemy troops hidden among the pad¬ 
dies and inland waterways. 

In fulfilling their primary mission 
of providing security for commercial 
traffic and reducing VC access to 
population centers and the rice mar¬ 
ket, the riverine force encountered 
hazards in riverine duty that no in¬ 
fantryman near the DMZ was likely 
to encounter. As Cmdr. S. Swarz- 
trauber recounts, while performing 
the routine, often unpleasant task of 
searching junks and sampans, a PBR 
crewman could suddenly discover 
“the latest in VC booby traps: Open¬ 
ing a bilge compartment, he is met by 
a deadly — and very angry — tropi¬ 
cal snake whose tail had been tacked 
to the keel board.” 

Enemy mines were an ever-present 
danger. Elaborate measures were 
taken to protect friendly commercial 
vessels and elements of the “brown 
water navy” against underwater ex¬ 
plosions. Once more, the enemy’s de¬ 
ceptiveness occasionally caused prob¬ 
lems; as Swarztrauber recalls, “A riv¬ 
er mine-sweeper crewman, throwing 
a hand grenade at a suspicious C- 
ration box, is startled by a 150-foot 
geyser of cocoa-colored water — the 
box disguised a floating VC mine.” 

When seeking out the enemy away 
from the protection of their assault 
craft, members of the Riverine 
Forces encountered problems similar 
to those which afflicted American 
fighters on search-and-destroy mis¬ 
sions elsewhere in the country. In ad¬ 


dition to their patrolling and interdic¬ 
tion tasks, the Mobile Force em¬ 
ployed a repertoire of offensive mea¬ 
sures designed to encircle the VC or 
to drive them against a blocking 
force, with the Americans’ flanks 
covered by helicopter gunships. 

But, as happened so often, when 
the enemy was not surprised, and 
chose not to stand and fight, he took 
advantage of the concealment of¬ 
fered by dense foliage on the river 
banks, breaking into small groups 
and leaving the scene under cover of 
sniper teams. 

The experience of the men of the 
Fourth Battalion, 47th Infantry, 9th 
Infantry Div., on patrol in late June 
1967, was a particularly dramatic ex¬ 
ample of the VC’s ability to ambush 
an assault force that was disembark¬ 
ing to engage the enemy on his own 
ground. At midday, Capt. Robert 
Reeves was leading his men from 
River Assault Force One across a 
stretch of water 10 inches deep and 
bordered by mangroves. When they 
were about 100 yards from the trees, 
in an open field, the VC cut loose. 

“During the initial contact,” 
Reeves said, “I had approximately 50 
men wounded. Some of them died al¬ 
most instantly.” “We had nowhere 
to go,” added a private, “We just 
dove into the water.” 

Forced to keep their heads above 
water to breathe, and immobilized by 
heavy, fire, the men were easy targets 
for VC snipers. River-based artillery 
and air support worked over the VC 
positions, but could not stop the fire. 

Meanwhile the tide rolled in, plac¬ 
ing the men neck-deep in water and 
causing malfunctions in the troops’ 
Ml6s. Four helicopters sent in to 
evacuate the wounded were shot 
down. Finally the Monitors were able 
to train their cannon and mortars on 
the forest and drive off the VC. 

“Their firepower saved us,” 
Reeves recounted. “It was pretty 
bad.” Although a force had been 
sent to try to locate the ambushers, 
none were found. 

It was a harrowing case of enemy 
and environment combining to make 
life miserable for the riverine fight¬ 
ers. In the last analysis, it was not im¬ 
mersion foot, the dangers of mines or 
even water-borne snakes that most 
affected the Americans, but the VC’s 
all-too-familiar ability to set am¬ 
bushes while evading the standard 
hammer-and-anvil movement. The 
Delta was hotter, and wetter, than 
South Vietnam’s other battlefields — 
highlands, northern provinces and 
the central coast. But in this crucial 
respect — the dusiveness of the 
enemy — the Delta war was still the 
Vietnam War. 


AUGUST/83 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 45 








leading out of the village, were on the 
lookout for VC. A Vietnamese man ap¬ 
proached their position on a bicycle. He 
wore black pajamas, the peasant outfit 
adopted by the VC. As he rode 20 yards 
past the point where he first came into 
view, a machine gun crackled some 30 
yards in front of him. The man tumbled 
dead into a muddy ditch. 

One soldier grimly commented: 
“That’s a VC for you. He’s a VC, all 
right. That’s what they wear. He was 
leaving town. He had to have some 
reason.” 

Maj. Charles Malloy added: 
“What’re you going to do when you 
spot a guy with black pajamas? Wait for 
him to get out his automatic weapon and 
start shooting? I’ll tell you I’m not.” 

The soldiers never found out whether 
the Vietnamese was VC or not. Such was 
the perplexity of a war in which the 
enemy was not a foreign force but lived 
and fought among the people. 

At 1000, two hours after the Ameri¬ 
cans had landed, it was already hot in 
Ben Sue. While interrogations went on 
in a schoolhouse, about 1,000 people 
gathered in the center of the village clut¬ 
ching their bundles and possessions. 
Thousands more followed. By now 
shock had given way to resentment and 
hostility, expressed by villagers’ sullen 
stares. The evacuation and transporting 
of nearly 6,000 people to a refugee camp 
at Phu Loi near Phu Cuong commenced 
immediately. This sign, at the camp en¬ 
trance, greeted them: “Welcome to the 
reception center for refugees fleeing 
communism.” 

Conditions in Phu Loi were atrocious, 
frustrating the smooth relocation pro¬ 
cess sought by MACV. Gen. Westmore¬ 
land observed, “For the first several 
days the families suffered unnecessary 
hardships.” For a week the camp lacked 
latrines, wood and water for cooking, 
and tents for shelter. But even the con¬ 
struction of such facilities could not 
alleviate the pain of refugees separated 
from the family rice fields they had tilled 
for generations and the tombs of their 
ancestors. Despite the promise of new 
homes, the people of Ben Sue faced 
bleak days ahead as psychologically as 
well as physically “displaced persons.” 

One refugee, an old man, lamented: 
“I was born in Ben Sue, and I have lived 
there for 60 years. My father was born 
there also, and so was his father.” He 
shook his head. “Now I will have to live 
here for the rest of my life.” 

While the refugees at Phu Loi pon¬ 
dered their future, the U.S. 1st Engineer 
Battalion of the 1st Division, com¬ 
manded by Lt. Col. Joseph Kiernan, 
entered Ben Sue with bulldozers, tank- 
dozers and demolition teams. Its mission 
was to destroy the “two” villages of Ben 
Sue, the structures above ground and the 
tunnel complex below. The engineers’ 
powerful tankdozers, M48 medium 
tanks armored against mines, rolled over 


the villagers’ homes and buildings. 

Outside Ben Sue, massive Rome 
plows, called “jungle-eaters,” gobbled 
up wide stretches of jungle. The Rome 
plow, a large tractor with a bulldozer 


blade, was specially developed for land¬ 
clearing operations. 

As Lt. Col. Kiernan remembers, “I 
guess it was about 20 acres of scrub jun¬ 
gle.,,. The place was so infested with 
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A bulldozer from 
First Engineer Bn., 
U.S. First Infantry 
Division, levels a 
hut in village of Ben 
Sue, which was 
flattened during 
Operation Cedar 
Falls. 



Pfc. George Nagel, 
his M79 “Bloop 
Tube” resting on 
one knee, examines 
sewing machine 
found in a tunnel 
complex by the 
“Tunnel Rats” of 
the 173rd Airborne 
Brigade during an 
operation just north 
of Saigon. Photo: 
U.S. Army 


tunnels that as my dozers would knock 
over the stumps of trees, the VC would 
pop out from behind the dozers. We 
captured about ... six or eight VC one 
morning. We went through and method¬ 
ically knocked down the houses.” When 
it was all over, according to the Army’s 
account, “One of the major objectives 
of Operation Cedar Falls had been 
achieved: The village of Ben Sue no 
longer existed.” 

While Ben Sue was being flattened, 
the hammer forces of the 1st Infantry 
Division’s 3rd Brigade and Task Force 
Deane swung into action with simultan¬ 
eous attacks across the Iron Triangle 
and into the Thanh Dien forest. Theirs 
was a tall order, entailing airmobile as¬ 
saults into Thanh Dien, search-and-de- 
stroy operations, demolition of enemy 
installations and evacuation of all civil¬ 
ians. The Americans had come to Fight, 
but throughout the Triangle there was 
only light, sporadic resistance. 

In Cedar Falls, it quickly became ap¬ 
parent that VC main-force units were 
evading the blow of the hammer. Elab¬ 
orately planned heliborne assaults into 
the jungle assumed the aura of a Holly¬ 
wood battle scene, as though no one was 
really Fighting and no one would actually 
die. When 60 helicopters carrying troops 
of the “Big Red One” landed in an LZ 
that had been pounded by a preparatory 
air strike, one observer noted, “It’s like 
a Cecil B. De Mille production.” Not 
one VC was found at the LZ, dead or 
alive. 

U.S. forces, however, chalked up im¬ 
pressive statistics in terms of enemy in¬ 
stallations destroyed, food and supplies 
seized, and documents uncovered. Dur¬ 
ing the 19-day span of Cedar Falls, U.S. 
and ARVN troops destroyed 1,100 
bunkers, and 500 tunnels. They captured 
enough rice to supply 13,000 VC for a 
year and a wide array of equipment and 
weapons. The credit for much of it be¬ 
longed to members of the 242nd Chemi¬ 
cal Detachment, nicknamed the “tunnel 
rats,” volunteers accepted on the basis 
of their small stature, physical agility 
and aggressiveness. 

While Joe Kiernan’s dozers and plows 
cleared more than eight percent of the 63 
square miles of the Triangle, tunnel rats 
explored nearly 12 miles of tunnels ex¬ 
posed at various locations. Descending 
into the VC’s dark, winding labyrinths 
was a hot, dirty, difficult job at best. 
The pointman of a six- to 10-man team 
had to squeeze his body through narrow 
openings and shallow corridors on all 
fours. Armed with a silencer-equipped 
pistol (to fire without one in a tunnel 
meant ruptured ear drums), a hand tele¬ 
phone, flashlight and compass, he never 
knew whether the tunnel might collapse 
or what might be waiting round the next 
turn: mines, booby traps, bats and scor¬ 
pions — or even a VC. 

Continued on page 74 
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COSTA 

RICA 

A Domino In Line 


by Jay Mallin Photos by Jim Coyne 

As SOF went to press , the Costa Rican government appealed to the 
Organization of American States to send a military peace-keeping force to 
maintain order along its border with Nicaragua. 

It specified that troops from Columbia , Mexico , Panama and Venezuela 
compose the force. 


C OSTA Rica, one of 
Central America’s 
southernmost republics, is 
famous for three reasons: 

It has the most stable 
democracy in all Latin 
America (only three 
military men have ever 
been president, and the last 
violent change of 
government was back 
in 1948). 

It has more 
schoolteachers than 
soldiers (not particularly 
difficult since Costa Rica 
has no army). 

It claims to have the 
most beautiful women in 
Latin America (or, as one 
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Costa Rican put it, if it 
doesn’t have the most 
beautiful women it certainly 
has more beautiful women 
per capita than any other 
Latin American country). 

Pan American World 
Airways’ last guidebook BC 
(before computers) 
described “Costa Rica’s 
cleanliness, ideal climate, 
beautiful scenery, restful 
atmosphere and friendly 
hospitality.” Walking along 
the streets of San Jose, the 
capital, a visitor sees 
bustling, well-dressed 
people and stores filled with 
goods and customers. The 
Ticos — short for 
Costarricenses — are 
indeed friendly, relaxed, 
self-assured, fiercely proud 
of their democracy and 
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ABOVE: Nicaraguan 
Contras practice 
tanglefoot barbed-wire 
confidence course in 
training camp in Costa 
Rica near the 
Nicaraguan border. 
Contra carries M16 rifle. 
LEFT: Flash photograph 
taken at noon in 
triple-canopy rain forest 
while on 

limited-perimeter patrol 
around Contra camp 
shows limited visibility 
in this terrain. 


independence. When 
terrorists recently 
attempted to kidnap a 
Japanese businessman, it 
was angry citizens who 
foiled the attempt. Costa 
Rica has maintained open 
doors for foreigners, 
including refugees, and a 
good many Americans have 
settled in this 
pleasant country. 

The peace of Costa Rica 
is now, however, being 
increasingly endangered by 
Cuba and its allies. 
Emboldened by the 
Sandinista conquest of 
Nicaragua in 1979, Fidel 
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Castro decided upon an all- 
out drive to conquer 
Central America — and 
Costa Rica was not 
to be spared. 

Costa Rica is under 
attack. CR President Luis 
Alberto Monge has charged 
that “international 
communism*' has launched 
a “barbaric, brutal and 
dishonest campaign” 
against his country. 

The war in Central 
America — it might well be 
called the Central 
American War — rages 
with different levels of 
intensity in five countries: 

• El Salvador. The 
communist drive for 
conquest is most advanced 
here. A substantial portion 
of the country is controlled 
by guerrillas, and the 
Salvadoran Army, despite 
occasional offensives, is 
basically on the defensive. 

A good part of the 
government's forces guards 
bridges, power stations and 
other vital points which are 
priority terrorist targets. 

The United States is 
providing military 
assistance to the 
government. 


• Guatemala. This 
country has been a target 
of Castro's ambitions since 
his early years in power. Its 
guerrillas maintain a 
campaign only a little less 
powerful and effective than 
that in El Salvador. The 
United States has not 
provided aid because of 
Guatemala's poor human 
rights record. 

• Honduras does not yet 
have a guerrilla problem. It 
does, however, have two 
other problems: sporadic 
terrorist attacks and 
continuing border incidents 
with neighboring 
Sandinista-controlled 
Nicaragua. There is 
widespread fear that the 
troubles between Honduras 
and Nicaragua will escalate 
into a full-scale war. 

Several thousand 
Nicaraguan exiles are 
based along the Honduran- 
Nicaraguan border and 
conduct raids into 
Nicaraguan territory. These 
exiled Nics are trained by 
an Argentine Army group 
of some 40 men (a result of 
Argentina's concern over 
the spread of communism 
in the hemisphere). The 
United States does openly 
provide extensive military 
assistance for Honduras' 
forces, and joint maneuvers 
have been held and others 
are planned. 

• Nicaragua. The 
Sandinista government is 
allied with Cuba and has 
received substantial 
quantities of weapons. As 
of December 1982 there 



EXCLUSIVE: 

SOF VISITS CONTRA CAMP 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA by Jim Coyne 

Suddenly, from the shadows, a small man with an FN FAL 
assault rifle appeared among the thick, tangled vines ahead 
and motioned for us to stop. 

“No paso, ” the man said brusquely in Spanish. His rag¬ 
ged beard and dirty, worn camouflage fatigues reinforced 
the seriousness of his command — his index finger held 
warily inside the trigger guard as our five horses danced 
nervously in the deep mud of the trail. He cradled the FN 
FAL with familiar ease while we bunched close together and 
reined to a halt. 

Abruptly, three more men emerged from the dark under¬ 
growth and surrounded us — each carrying an assault rifle 
and assorted hardware. 

Our guide twisted in his saddle to look around. 

“Very nice,” I said to him, genuinely impressed. “I hope 
they’re on our side.” 


“Of course,” he laughed, “or we’d be dead.” Then in 
rapid, machine-gun Spanish he spoke to the man blocking 
the path, who, as suddenly as he had appeared, blended 
back into the bush. 

Instinctively, our horses moved forward again. A flight of 
brightly feathered parrots screeched from a stand of banana 
trees ahead. Behind us mist obscured the flat, desolate rim of 
an active volcano that loomed menacingly in the hot Costa 
Rican morning sun. 

“Welcome to Central America,” the guide said, then spur¬ 
red his mount forward and away. 

The specter of automatic weapons in other people’s hands 
never fails to grab my attention. 

For the first time I am free of the fear of being unable to 
justify, on my expense report, the four airlines, two light 
aircraft and assorted vehicles and horses it has taken to get 
me this far. “As long as it’s dangerous, and you might get 
killed,” Jim Graves, SOF’s managing editor, had said to me, 
“I don’t care.” 

My horse stumbled across another belly-high stream — 


50 SOI.IHIDR Ol 7 FORTUNE 


AUGUST/83 




ABOVE: Slide-for-Iife rope 
training in Contra camp 
builds confidence and 
endurance during combat 
preparations for “The 
Offensive” inside 
Nicaragua. LEFT: Eclectic 
assortment of weapons 
indicates the random 
methods by which Contras 
obtain arms. Weapons 
include M16 with British 
Enfield sling, M2 carbines 
and pump-action 12-gauge 
shotguns. 


were some 8,000 Cuban 
military and civilian 
advisers in Nicaragua. 
Nicaraguan pilots have 
received MiG training in 
Bulgaria, although as yet 
no MiGs have been sent to 
Nicaragua. Nicaragua is 
also in the Central 
American War: It plays 
Cuba’s surrogate in 
providing assistance to 
guerrillas in other 
countries. Furthermore, its 
own borders are harassed 
by anti-communist 
guerrillas. 


Castro’s immediate goal 
is the conquest of Central 
America — one country 
down, four to go. Beyond 
that is an enormously 
important goal: the 
Mexican oil fields — only a 
little over 100 miles from 
the Guatemalan border. 
Mexico’s precarious 
economic position and 
other internal problems are 
undoubtedly encouraging v 
Castro’s long-range plans. 
Mexico’s oil would make 
Cuba just about 
economically self-sufficient. 
(And then, too, to the 
south are the Venezuelan 
oil fields, which Cuba has 
eyed for years.) 

And in the midst of all 
this turbulence is Costa 
Rica. Here is a partial list 
of leftist terrorist activities 
which have occured inside 
Costa Rica. 

In 1981: 

17 March — Attack on 
U.S. Marines (who guard 
the embassy) in the Los 
Yoses section of San Jose. 
Bombing of Honduran 
embassy in San Jose. 

20 April — Police 
routinely stop group of men 
near President’s House in 
Zapote section of capital. 
The men open fire on the 
police, who capture four. 

12 June — Civil 
guardsmen (police) spot 
two men changing license 
plates on a Datsun in a 
San Jose suburb. The men 
open fire. Three policemen, 


a terrorist and a nearby 
taxi driver are killed. 

In 1982: 

8 January — An Iranian 
citizen is kidnapped 
in San Jose. 

29 January — An 
attempt to kidnap a 
Salvadoran businessman is 
foiled. Three terrorists are 
killed: one Guatemalan and 
two Salvadorans. Two 
Salvadorans are arrested. 

4 February — A safe 
house and “people’s prison” 
are found in the Tirrases 
suburb of San Jose. 

15 March — A major 
terrorist cell is uncovered in 
the center of San Jose. 
Some half a million dollars’ 
worth of weapons is found 
and nine people are 
arrested — a veritable Pan 
American terror unit: one 
Chilean, one Argentine, 
two Nicaraguans, two 
Costa Ricans and 
three Salvadorans. 

25 March — Weapons 
are found in the home of 
veteran communist leader 
Manuel Mora. 

3 July — Bombing of the 
San Jose offices of the 
Honduran airline SAHSA. 
Radio Venceremos, the 
clandestine station of the 
guerrillas in El Salvador, 
calls the attack an “action 
of combative solidarity.” 

7 October — An 
Argentine, Hector Frances 
Garcia, is kidnapped in the 
Los Yoses section of San 
Jose. It is possible that 
Frances is an intelligence 
agent of his country. He 
evidently was taken to 
Nicaragua, where he 


slipping, searching for a footing in the fast, dark water. For 
three or more hours we continued to climb nearer the 
mountainous Nicaraguan border — up, through the lush, 
mute foothills of the Central America cordillera. 

From here we are only two hours away, by air, from 
Miami, Fla., in a war zone as serious as a heart attack. It is a 
war very close to home. 

The existence of Contra camps (armed guerrillas fighting 
the present communist government of Nicaragua) in Central 
America is a significant escalation of the anti-communist 
resistance movement opposing the Sandinistan government 
of Nicaragua. The camps serve as staging areas, and as an 
inspiration to others who continue to fight for freedom inside 
Nicaragua where the war has now become a full-scale guer¬ 
rilla struggle against communism. 

Through exclusive sources available to Soldier of Fortune 
magazine we were able to obtain permission from the guer¬ 
rillas of the “secret war” to visit the clandestine Contra base 
camps on the Nicaraguan border — the location of these 
camps must remain secret for obvious reasons. 


The lead horse suddenly broke free from the underbrush 
and entered a cleared area beneath a protective canopy of 
trees. The Contra camp looked like a miniature Ranger train¬ 
ing school modeled after one at Ft. Benning, Georgia. 
Barbed-wire “tanglefoot” courses were laid out carefully — 
log training barriers built by the book. A high “slide-for-life” 
rope tower had been constructed in the trees. Someone had 
gone to a great deal of trouble to construct a formidable 
confidence course and base/training area. Rows of well- 
concealed thatched barracks nestled in the shade. 

The same short man who had stopped us on the trail 
greeted our arrival — somehow he had reached the camp 
before our horses. I noticed he held a small hand radio. With 
the aid of an interpreter he informed me we had been 
watched “all the way.” 

He clapped his hands together twice and barked the com¬ 
mand, “jRapido!” Men began to fall out with gear in com¬ 
pany formation to his front. Soon there were about 50 men 
formed in dressed rows, eyes front. 

“iPresente!” the commandante ordered. The men stand- 
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revealed details of U.S. and 
Argentine roles in 
Central America, 

9 November — An 
attempt is made to kidnap 
Japanese businessman 
Otayasuk Tsesugui Kosuga 
as he leaves his San Jose 
home for work. Five men 
and a woman waving 
automatic weapons attack. 
Kosuga tries to escape in 
his car but it hits another 
vehicle. The terrorists 
commandeer a passing 
Peugeot. 

By now the 

neighborhood is aroused. 
Citizens begin firing at the 
terrorists. Police arrive and 
the firing becomes intense. 
The kidnappers, dragging 
their victim, seek to flee in 
a series of vehicles, with 
the police in close and hot 
pursuit. Kosuga, seriously 
injured, is finally rescued 
but later dies of his injuries 
in a Houston, Texas, 
hospital where he has been 
taken for treatment. One 
terrorist is killed and three 
(including the woman) are 
captured. One policeman 
and three other persons are 
wounded. The entire 
terrorist group was believed 
to be Salvadoran. 


These are actions of 
terrorists — almost all 
foreigners — inside Costa 
Rica. In addition, the 
country has been harassed 
by incursions along its 
northern border by 
Sandinista soldiers, who 
have killed and committed 
sabotage in the sparsely 
populated frontier zone. 

The Sandinista incursions 
are part of the general 
effort directed against 
Costa Rica, and also are 
motivated by fear of anti¬ 
communist elements in 
the area. 

These incursions are 
sometimes cloaked as 
patrols looking for Contras, 
exiled Nicaraguans who 
have sworn to overthrow 
the Sandinista government. 
They have collected in 
bands of various sizes and 
been armed, trained and 
supplied through covert 
U.S. operations. 

Most of the groups were 
located in Honduras before 
moving across the 
Nicaraguan border recently 
and establishing themselves 
inside Nicaragua. However, 
a few are located in the 
Costa Rican/Nicaraguan 
border area. 

The probes have 
occurred as late as 29 April 
this year and one involved 
an estimated 200 
Sandinista soldiers. 

In a separate incident, a 
Nicaraguan gunboat fired 
upon and then seized a 
Costa Rican sport fishing 
boat in Costa Rican waters. 
It took aboard two Costa 


Rican guides and three 
American sport fishermen, 
sank the fishing boat and 
took the captives to 
Managua. 

They were later released 
after vigorous protests from 
the Costa Rican 
government. 

That Costa Rica is today 
having trouble with the 
Sandinistas along its 
northern border is ironic. 
The Ticos had a fear and 
ideological dislike for 
former Nicaraguan dictator 
Anastasio Somoza. As a 
result, the former president 
of Costa Rica, Rodrigo 


BELOW: Contra displays 
.30-caliber Browning 
M1919A4 machine gun 
sitting on M2 mount at 
secret base camp. RIGHT: 
Street security in Costa 
Rica’s capital, San Jose, 
during President Reagan’s 
Fall ’82 visit. Recent 
terrorist acts prompted 
extra security measures. 



ing at attention presented arms with precision and dignity. 
There were a surprising number of FN FALs, many Ml6s, 
and the odd Ml and M2 carbine. Each man wore camou¬ 
flage fatigues with U.S. web gear, ammunition pouches, 
canteens and first-aid battle dressing — they were well- 
armed with all the right stuff, including LAWs, grenades, 
flares, smoke, the whole nine yards. 

Although some of the men appeared quite young, there 
was no doubt as to their motivation or sincerity. Most of the 
men were in their middle 20s. One man, a steely-eyed 
platoon leader in his 40s, looked ready for anything. 

“Vikingo,” the commandante, was 24-years old and had 
been fighting for five years — first against Somoza, then 
against the communists. He asked me if I would like to see 
the men train. 

“Hell, yes, I’d like to see them train,” I answered, “I’d like 
to see them march right down the main street of Managua.” 

Vikingo issued an abrupt order — the assembled men 
broke into small, squad-size elements numbering four to six 
men each. 


“Wait, wait!” I said, as I hurriedly prepared my camera 
equipment. I knelt in the ankle-deep mud assembling lenses 
and cameras as Vikingo waited and watched me tolerantly. 

As I ran to a vantage point in front of the troops, deep 
mud sucked off one of my Nike running shoes. (My jungle 
boots had yet to catch up to me.) 

“Shit,” I muttered, as I fell face down into the slime. The 
men laughed, I laced my muddy foot back into the shoe. 

The first commando rushed forward with an expert series 
of high knee-jerks — stepping nimbly through the centers of 
a staggered row of truck tires. 

“Shit,” I said again, as I slipped and went down on one 
knee — men were already low-crawling past me under a 
barbed-wire obstacle course approximately 10-inches high. 
They laughed as they crabbed sideways then forward, push¬ 
ing the mud aside in haste. 

‘Rapido, rapido /” I heard Vikingo shout behind me. 

The next wave jumped through the tires as those already 
in front cleared the wire to leap over a waist-high log barri¬ 
cade. Beyond the barricade, the men continued to low-crawl 
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Carazo Odifr, permitted the 
Sandimstaslo base 
themselves Inside Co^ta 
Rican territpry until t|ey 
were able to win a 
substantial foothold itiside 
Nicaragua. There were 
monetary considerations as 
well: A later investigation 
by the Costa Rican 
congress revealed det 
involvement by'goverfitnent 
figures in arms 
transactions. 

And there was Fidel 
Castro’s hapd, too. Since 
the early ’60s Cuba has 
had a traditional 
intelligence service, the 
Dtireccion Generat de 
Inteligencta (DGI). In 
1974 an additional service, 


the Depprtamento 
America , was established 
(as well as a third service 
not relevant to the 
| hemisphere). TheDA’s 
specific task was the 
nurturing of pro-Castro 
guerrilla and terrorist 
organizations throughout 
the Western Hemisphere. 
The DA was thus directly 
involved in supporting the 
Sandinistas in the 
Nicaraguan civil war. 

In preparation for the 
rebel offensive in the fall of 
1978, arms were flown by 
the DA ^rom Cuba to 
Panama* (which Was also 
strongly anti-Sorrioza), and 




toward an intricate sprawl of barbed-wire “tangle-foot” 

Each successive wave of the “assault” timed their run 
exactly as the preceding men cleared an obstacle. 

The first commando team hesitated briefly to one side, in 
front of the tangle-foot, as the slower men crawled forward 
to deploy on the other side of the 15-meter courselane. 

With a rapid hand signal, the first men to reach the wire 
began the next “assault” with a grenade-toss movement 
followed by a pause — the others simulated covering fire. 

One slip into this barbed shit, I thought, and we’re talking 
real, nasty casualties. 

Five seconds after the simulated grenade-toss, the first 
wave quickly cleared the 20 meters of dense tangle-foot in a 
fast, running crouch, then once more assumed the prone 
position and simulated cover fire. The second wave darted 
behind them into the wire. It was a classic fire-and-maneuver 
exercise. Once the second assault wave cleared the tangle¬ 
foot, the first-maneuver element raced toward a high log 
barricade, simulated another grenade toss beyond the barri¬ 
er, then paired off wordlessly for the hasty climb over: As 


one man knelt, another stepped onto his knee, up to his 
shoulder and then rolled over the top to the other side. Soon 
there was a steady scramble over the barricade as fresh el¬ 
ements moved forward and replaced the first wave, then the 
second. The troops’ professionalism was evident in every 
move. I gestured thumbs-up to Vikingo. 

Beyond the high log barrier, knotted ropes swung from an 
immense gnarled tree as men struggled and climbed to a 
wooden platform lashed together high above in the 
branches — a long, thick rope stretched out of sight and 
disappeared down into a deep ravine. Unlike the old “slide- 
fordife” rope course at Ft Benning, this rope hung high 
above twisted roots and sharp rocks.. .not water. With a 
heavy basic load, both courses are tricky and dangerous. 
Already, men high above me in the trees began to sling arms 
diagonally for the descent^ leg over hand, one after another, 
down the taut rope. 

“OK!” I yelled to Vikingo, No need to have casualties just 
for a photograph, I thought to myself. The men swaying like 
monkeys high above me seemed grateful for the reprieve. 
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then sent on smaller 
aircraft to Costa Rica 
where they were distributed 
to the Sandinistas in the 
northern portion of the 
country. Later, as the 
conflict progressed 
favorably for the rebels, 
weapons were flown 
straight from Cuba to the 
town of Liberia in 
northwestern Costa Rica. 

To oversee the 
distribution of the arms and 
maintain liaison with the 
Sandinistas, the America 
Department maintained a 
secret operations center in 
San Jose itself. The head of 
this center was an agent 
named Julian Lopez Diaz. 
One of his assistants was 
Andres Barahona. Lopez is 
now Cuban ambassador to 
Nicaragua. Barahona runs 
the Nicaraguan intelligence 
service, Seguridad del 
Estado. These men now 
have all of Nicaragua to 
serve as their base in 
supporting communist 
groups and guerrillas 
throughout Central 
America. 

The bombing of the 
Honduran airline SAHSA 
brought to light the direct 
involvement of Nicaraguan 
intelligence in terrorist 
activities in Costa Rica. 
Costa Rican authorities 
arrested German Pinzon 
Sora, a member of the 
Colombian M-19 
movement. Pinzon 
confessed to placing the 
bomb, and he also 


identified three officials of 
the Nicaraguan embassy as 
having directed the 
operation and provided the 
explosive. The three Nics 
were expelled by Costa 
Rica. (Nicaragua retaliated 
by expelling three Costa 
Rican diplomats.) 

It did not escape the 
notice of the Costa Ricans 
that although the Ticos 
had only five diplomats in 
Managua, the Nicaraguan 
capital, the Nicaraguans 
had 54 people at their 
embassy in San Jose. 
Obviously many of these 
Nics were intelligence 
personnel. 

Thus, the Nicaraguans 
are busy trying to subvert 
Costa Rica. And also busy 
are groups dispatched by 
the Salvadoran guerrillas. 
Rodrigo Araya Pacheco, 
sub-director and operations 
chief of the Organismo de 
Investigation Judicial 
(OIJ, roughly equivalent to 
the FBI), told SOF that to 
date “four or five” 
Salvadoran groups have 
operated in Costa Rica. 
They are members of the 
Partido Revolucionario de 
Trabajadores 
Centroam ericanos 
(PRTC), an international 
extension of the Farabundo 
Marti Front, El Salvador’s 
guerrillas. 

The terrorists, said 
Araya, are equipped not 
only with weapons but also 
with false documents, 
including passports, and 
with equipment to make 
phony documents, as well 
as equipment with which to 
manufacture bombs. 


‘Their plan,” said Araya, 
“is 100-percent terrorist. 
They come to attack our 
democracy. They won’t 
admit there is a country 
like Costa Rica.” 

So many different 
guerrilla groups and foreign 
intelligence services are 
represented in CR, stated 
Araya wryly, that San Jose 
has become “the 
Casablanca of the Western 
Hemisphere.” 

Ticos emphasize that 
most of the terrorism is 
caused by foreigners. A 
year or so ago there had 
been a home-grown group 
of Marxist-Leninists who 


called themselves La 
Familia and were involved 
in terrorism, but most of 
the 20 or so members of 
the group are now in 
prison. There is a 
traditional, pro-Moscow 
communist party, the 
Vanguardia Popular , with 
a small following, and a 
number of communist 
splinter groups: the Partido 
Socialista Costarricense 
(which uses the ant as its 
symbol), the highly militant 
Movimiento 
Revolucionario del 
Pueblo and the Trotskyite 
Partido Socialista de los 
Trabajadores . 

The Costa Rican 
communists give some 


Vikingo waved them to a halt. Those about to begin the 
rigorous climb up laughed at the predicament of the first 
man, caught mid-rope, as he let go and crashed into a 
carefully selected plot of soft mud below. Filthy and smiling, 
we all laughed at the loud curses of the unlucky man as he 
climbed unhurt up the hill toward us. 

“Once more?” Vikingo asked me in Spanish. 

“Enough,” 1 said, “very good.” The men relaxed. 

As we walked back along the course, Vikingo motioned 
me to follow him into one of the nearby hootches. Inside, 
weapons were stacked and oiled in neat rows, with ammuni¬ 
tion boxes carefully raised on pallets above the dirt floor. I 
counted two LAWs (disposable Light Anti-tank Weapons), 
half a dozen UZIs, a large, eclectic assortment of Ml and M2 
carbines, a Danish SMG and a Browning air-cooled .30- 
caliber MG mounted on a tripod. 

As always, because of the mix of weapons, ammunition 
was a critical factor limiting activities — demolition charges 
were non-existent. 

“We have targets, but we need explosives,” Vikingo ex- 
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plained to me. I nodded sympathetically. 

There were, at this camp, at most 75 armed troops visible. 
Nearby, however, I was told there were two other, more 
austere camps, higher in the mountains, each housing ap¬ 
proximately 150 additional troops composed of displaced 
and dissatisfied Nicaraguan Indians. All the camps, I was 
told, were preparing for imminent attacks deep inside Nica¬ 
ragua: “The Offensive.” 

“The people will rally to us,” Vikingo explained easily. 
“We will win in the countryside — then on to Managua.” 

With daylight failing, darkness would soon come; the trails 
were steep and narrow, our horses pawed the mud nervous¬ 
ly, jerking their reins impatiently; We climbed back into our 
saddles as night patrols deployed silently toward the pe¬ 
rimeter— the remaining men concentrated on field-stripping 
and cleaning their weapons. Bats flashed beneath the trees, 
searching for insects, and were silhouetted against the sky. 

1 leaned over and handed Vikingo my cap badge — the 
old, pre-1968 Ranger crest with powderhom, arrowhead 
and Rebel stars and bars, and the inscribed motto: “Rangers 
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“Reagan No, 

Peace Yes” read 
the anti-American 
pamphlets 
distributed to 
protest Reagan’s 
visit; local Costa 
Ricans responded 
to demonstrators 
by throwing rotten 
fruit and 
vegetables at 
them. 


support to foreign terror 
operations but generally do 
not become involved in the 
actual activities. Costa 
Rican security people say 
top-level communists 
maintain contact with the 
terror cells. Francisco 
Tacsan Lam, director of the 
Direction de Seguridad 
National (roughly 
equivalent to Britain's 
M.I.5, with major emphasis 
on domestic security), told 
SOF: ‘The terrorists work 
independently but everyone 
is involved in the plan. The 
plan is clear: to undermine 
the government of Costa 
Rica and to eliminate the 
free society. This is the 


only way they can 
gain power.” 

Tacsan charged that “the 
plan” is directed by the 
Cuban embassy in 
Managua, as well as other 
Cuban diplomatic posts in 
the area. 

Part of “the plan,” said 
Tacsan, is to bankrupt 
Costa Rica's economy. CR, 
like other nations, has been 
suffering severe inflation 
(around 100 percent in 
1981) and other economic 
ills. These were 
exacerbated by a 63-day 
strike in the vital banana 


industry. The banana 
unions are dominated 
by communists. 

For their security the 
Costa Ricans are dependent 
on the two aforementioned 
agencies. In the cities and 
in the countryside and on 
the borders security is 
provided by two 
police/paramilitary forces, 
the 3,000-man Rural Guard 
and the 4,000-man Civil 
Guard. Up to 1967 some 
2,000 civil guardsmen had 
graduated from the U.S. 
military schools in 
Panama. When Costa Rica 
was invaded from 
Nicaragua in 1955, the 
United States sold the 
Ticos a number of P-51s at 
a dollar apiece. 

In 1967 most U.S. 
security assistance ended, 
probably because no clear 
need was seen. By 1980 the 
CR Fuerzas Publicas were 
under-trained and ill- 
equipped. With the 
Sandinistas now in control 
in Nicaragua and the entire 
Central American situation 
beginning to destabilize, 
the United States resumed 
security assistance to the 
Ticos. Three U.S. training 
teams visited CR and 40 
CR sergeants and 
lieutenants went to Panama 
for training. Assistance 
continued in '81 and '82, 
and for 1983 the U.S. 
government has allocated 
$150,000 for training. In 
September 1982, during a 
visit by President Monge to 
the United States, the U.S. 
Congress appropriated 
$2,000,000 to provide the 
CR public forces with badly 


needed uniforms, 
ammunition and 
equipment. 

The Ticos are responding 
to the threat to their 
country. A new civilian 
militia is being raised. 
Immigration laws are being 
tightened. The security 
agencies are diligently 
trying to root out terror 
cells, and they are being 
assisted by citizens calling 
in tips — the Ticos 
definitely do not like 
foreigners disturbing their 
tranquil land. 

For the same reason the 
Costa Ricans in November 
1982 ordered 17 Soviet 
diplomats to leave the 
country. The Soviet 
Embassy had a staff of 17 
people and there were an 
additional eight persons in 
a commercial unit. The 
Ticos felt this was a bit 
much in view of the fact 
that in all 1982 the 
Russians had bought only 
1,500 tons of CR coffee and 
provided some car and 
tractor parts. 

The Central American 
War is on and intensifying. 
Costa Rica is a part of the 
conflict, a most 
important part. 

Monge expressed it thus: 
“More is at stake in this 
little country than Costa 
Rican democracy. Here we 
stop the threat to 
democracy, or we lose the 
decisive battle for Latin 
American and world 
democracy.” 


Lead The Way.” 

Vikingo affixed it to his worn camouflage cap, shook my 
hand and saluted. 

“Viya con Dios,” I said, returning his salute. 

The shadows lengthened, embracing our departure as our 
horses walked slowly, single file, into the trees. 


AFTERWORD: As this article goes to press large-scale 
Contra guerrilla operations are taking place 270 miles (440 
kms) northeast of Managua in Zelaya, Matagalpa. Madriz ; 
Jinotega, Esteli and Chinandega Provinces. For the first time 
the Ffonduras-based Nicaraguan Democratic Forces (NDF) 
and the Costa Rican-based Democratic Revolutionaiy Al¬ 
liance (DRA) have joined together in opposition to the cen¬ 
tral Marxist government in Managua. A second front under 
the leadership of Commandante Zero (Eden Pastora), a 
hero of the 1978-79 Sandinista Revolution who now op¬ 


poses the government ; threatens Nicaragua’s southern flank. 

The central government in Managua has “drafted” four 
reserve militia battalions to boost the capability of the army, 
and also announced further food rationing to begin soon. 
(Nicaraguan citizens are currently restricted to one pound of 
sugar ; rice and beans per week, and one cup of cooking oil.) 

‘The Offensive” is on. 

The Contra camp I visited in late 1982 is now deserted — 
presumably it has been moved deep inside Nicaragua. My 
bet is that the excellent training I observed will reap bat¬ 
tlefield rewards — already Nicaraguan Army and reserve 
militia units have been badly bloodied in the first, violent 
skirmishes with the Contras. 

Again to those brave men and women fighting com¬ 
munism in Nicaragua: 

“Viya con Dios, — and give 'em hell. ” ^ 
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Bob Hall — wearing Swedish Fjallraven 
jacket — test-fires the formidable Benelli 
Model 121 Ml MUitary/Police 12-gauge 
shotgun. 

BENELLI’S BLASTER 

Modification Improves Revolutionary Shotgun 


Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


A LLIED in a losing cause during World 
l War II, the Italians and Germans 
have united once more to market an 
absolute winner in the firearms field. Man¬ 
ufactured by Benelli Armi of Urbino, Italy, 
and imported into the United States exclu¬ 
sively by Heckler & Koch, Inc. (Dept. 
SOF, 933 North Kenmore St., Suite 218, 
Arlington, VA 22201), the Benelli Model 
121 Ml, 12-gauge Military/Police au¬ 
toloading shotgun deserves serious consid¬ 
eration by all those contemplating the pur¬ 
chase of a fighting shotgun. 

Semiautomatic shotguns first appeared 
in quantity when Fabrique Nationale intro¬ 
duced John Browning's design in 1903. In 
method of operation most autoloading 
shotguns have taken one of two forms, 
either recoil or gas. 

Browning’s shotgun functioned using 
the principle of long recoil. When the gun 
was fired, the barrel recoiled rearward a 
distance slightly greater than the length of 
the shotshell. During this movement, the 
barrel and bolt remained locked together. 


At the end of the rearward travel, the bolt 
unlocked and was held back while the bar¬ 
rel returned to battery. 

Extraction and ejection occurred during 
this time frame. The bolt then moved for¬ 
ward to chamber a new round. 


Though extremely reliable, Benelli is most 
famed for speed: Spent shell in foreground 
is three inches in front of half-chambered 
next cartridge. 



Other guns of this type have utilized 
short recoil. Ammunition-sensitive, but 
fairly reliable, recoil-operated shotguns are 
noted for whaling the hell out of the shoot¬ 
er. Felt recoil is severe and they have given 
way to gas-operated shotguns. 

In fact, America’s best-selling autoload¬ 
ing shotgun is the gas-actuated Remington 
Model 1100. Pleasant to shoot, the 1100 is 
a perennial favorite at IPSC matches. In 
this system, gas is tapped from ports in the 
barrel and used to operate the weapon’s 
ejection and feeding mechanism. How¬ 
ever, this method of operation is not only 
ammunition-sensitive, but subject to foul¬ 
ing which can seriously compromise re¬ 
liability under adverse conditions. 

Thus, none of these autoloading me¬ 
thods has ever met military standards for 
reliability. As a consequence, law enforce¬ 
ment agencies and the military services 
have, for good reason, clung to the slide- 
action shotgun with the same stubborn in¬ 
transigence American police have shown 
for the ancient, but reliable, wheel gun. 
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SPECIFICATIONS 
BENELLI MODEL 121 MI 
MILITARY/POLICE 
SHOTGUN 

GAUGE. .12, 2%-inch chamber 

WEIGHT (empty)... 7 lbs., 3 oz. 

BARREL (length) ...20 inches 

CHOKE...cylinder bore 

LENGTH OF PULL.approximately 

14 inches 

MAGAZINE ... tubular, 7-shell capacity 

SIGHTS.front, Patridge type; rear, 

fixed, interrupted half-moon 

METHOD OF OPERATION.inertia 

locking, semi-automatic 

FINISH.phosphate and 

black anodized 

■: - ' ; ■ 

Exclusively imported by Heckler & Koch, 
Inc., Dept. SOF, 933 North Kenmore 
Street, Suite 218, Arlington, VA 22201. 
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Enter the Benelli. It is most certainly not 
gas-operated. Nor does it make use of the 
usual recoil arrangement since the barrel is 
fixed. Instead, the bolt head is separated 
from the bolt body by a heavy six-coil 
accumulator spring. When the gun is fired, 
the bolt’s inertia gives it forward move¬ 
ment, relative to the recoiling bolt-head 



Newly-designed and installed push-button 
cartridge-release overcomes only 
military/police objection to Model 121. 



Well-engineered furniture exemplified With field-use in mind, Benelli designed 

by sturdy, sculptured pistol-grip. for quick, easy disassembly. Rugged eight- 

piece bolt group ready for cleaning. 



and receiver, which compresses the spring 
by about four millimeters. The spring’s re¬ 
turn throws the bolt rearward, camming a 
locking bar out of engagement with a hole 
in the left side of the receiver. The spring is 
designed to delay opening of the action 
until the shot charges have left the barrel 
and pressures have dropped to a safe level, 
and also to assure functioning with 
shotshells of varying power. 

After unlocking, the bolt assembly trav¬ 
els to the rear, extracting and ejecting the 
spent case. The recoil spring, housed in the 
buttstock, then drives the actuator rod (per¬ 
manently hinged to the rear of the bolt 
body) forward and the weapon is reloaded 
in the conventional manner. All of the 
above is best described as an “inertia lock¬ 
ing system.” 

Using the forward energy of a firearm’s 
moving parts to pre-absorb a portion of the 
recoil energy and power the extrac¬ 
tion/self-loading cycle is not new. The in¬ 
ertia locking system was the heart of the 
Robinson Constant Reaction machine pis¬ 
tol, designed and developed in Australia by 
Russel S. Robinson during WWII. 

Now this same inertia locking principle 
is also applied to the feed mechanism of the 
Benelli. As the gun recoils, the cartridge 
retaining lever, which is mounted in the 
receiver so that it can slide, tends to main¬ 
tain its position due to inertia, so that it 
moves forward in relation to the rest of the 
weapon. At the same time a spring between 
the lever and the receiver rotates the lever 
clockwise on its pivot pin, releasing a 
round from the tubular magazine onto the 
lifter, which then moves upward into posi¬ 
tion for chambering the round. As the car¬ 
tridge emerges from the magazine it causes 
the retaining lever to rotate counter¬ 
clockwise, preventing a second cartridge 
from leaving the magazine. 

Slick? Yes. Simple? Yes. Perfect? No. 
As the recoil energy alone is used to oper¬ 
ate the cartridge retaining lever, we cannot 
charge an empty chamber by manually 
stroking the bolt’s retracting handle as with 
the Remington 1100. A round must be in¬ 
serted into the chamber by hand upon ini¬ 
tial loading. Of no consequence throughout 
the rest of the world, where men of good 
sense carry the Benelli with a round in the 
chamber and the safety on, it is a monu¬ 
mental obstacle to American police who 
must commonly carry shotguns with the 
chamber empty. 

Realizing this characteristic was serious¬ 
ly jeopardizing law enforcement sales in 
the United States, Heckler & Koch’s solu¬ 
tion, in contraposition to their ethnic in¬ 
clinations, is simple and inexpensive. 

Only $7.75 will get you H&K part No. 
80950. Called the “Quick Release Carrier 
Latch Extension Button,” this oversize, 
ribbed knob is easily installed by drilling 
and tapping the gun’s carrier-release button 
to accept a 4-40 screw. After installation, 
the procedure for use is as follows: 

Continued on page 80 
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Former Marines Rally To 

A GARAND 
SHOOT 

Text & Photos by Ed Brown 



Active-duty Marine prepares for his shot 
with one of the few M14s at the match. 


T HERE were roughly 150 Marines 
there, an under-strength rifle com¬ 
pany, say, and if you let your imagina¬ 
tion off the leash for a moment, you could 
almost hear somebody shouting, “Here 
they come!” 

But the Marines on this firing line 
looked even more raggedy-arse and varie¬ 
gated than the usual Fleet Marine Force 
contingent. Near the end of the line was a 
shooter in old-fashioned herringbone utili¬ 
ties and WWII 782 gear. To his left stood 
a bunch of Marines in leaf camouflage with 
gung-ho caps, then a tiger-suited Recon 
Marine. Some wore the traditional khaki 
shooting jackets, others Vietnam ODs, 
green skivvy shirts, and some decidedly 
unmilitary jeans. 

These were Marines from three wars 
and the time in between. Men who had 
peered out with malice through battle 
sights set at 200 yards at their country’s 
enemies in hot spots as far apart in time and 
place as Bloody Nose Ridge on Peleliu, 
“Frozen Chosin” in Korea and the Dien 
Bien Phu-that-never-was, Khe Sanh. 

Many, even most, had long since been 
mustered out of active duty. But they re- 
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membered, and the old Marine Corps say¬ 
ing, “Once a Marine, always a Marine,” 
was once again being proven here in the 
rolling hills of eastern Pennsylvania at Fort 
Indiantown Gap. 

On this fall day they had come from a 
half dozen states for a bang-up weekend 
cozying up to a longtime Marine Corps 
sweetheart: the Ml Garand. It was the 
Fourth Annual Service Rifle Champion¬ 
ship, open to anyone who had ever worn 
the globe and anchor on Marine greens and 
who was stopped down in time enough to 
insist that the Ml was the service rifle, far 
superior to anything, before or since. 

Actually, there was an armful of M14s 
on the line, and a Springfield ’03 or two, 
but the weekend was a down-home cele¬ 
bration of the Garand. The .30-caliber am¬ 
munition was supplied by the Pennsylvania 
Marine Corps League, and messing and 
quartering arrangements at this old Army 
training base had been made by match co¬ 
ordinator Bemie Simmons. 

Simmons was realistic about the level of 
shooting expertise which could be ex¬ 
pected, however. “Since some of our par¬ 
ticipants haven’t fired the Ml in many 
years — in some cases 30 years or even 
more — our scores won’t be at the NRA 
match level. We’ve set up the course with 
this in mind: four positions from the 300- 
yard line, 40 rounds in all, and no rapid 



“Back in the Old Corps there was none 
of this waiting.” 

One of the only non-Marines allowed in 
the match. 
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fire. There will, of course, be sighting-in 
rounds, but everyone will have plenty of 
time and there will be no rush. We’re even 
furnishing rifles for those Marine Corps 
League detachments, or individuals, with¬ 
out them.” 

But this didn’t mean a free ride. Shoot¬ 
ers had to run the match themselves, taking 
turns in the butts pulling targets, manning 
the field phones and policing up everything 
from their brass to empty C-rat cans. It 
wouldn’t do to leave a hangover mess for 
the Army in their own backyard. 

The five-man team with the highest ag¬ 
gregate would be named Pennsylvania Ma¬ 
rine Corps League Service Rifle Cham¬ 
pions, and there would be a handsome 
trophy for the high shooter: “Best Marine 
Rifleman of 1982.” Some straight¬ 
shooting Marines could count on taking 
away more than the memory of a pleasant 
weekend when they started home from In- 
diantown Gap on Sunday night. 

Bemie Simmons and the rest who have 
been getting this annual all-Marine shoot 

“Dammit! There’s nothing here but ham 
V limas.” Marines overwhelmed by 
sentiment at immersion-heated C-rat 
banquet. 
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together tor the past four years do their best 
to make it seem like a real “Marine Ma¬ 
chine” occasion. From the admin order, 
covering procedures and contingencies, to 
the range safety regs, it was G1 all the way. 

“Ready on the right, ready on the left, 
all ready on the firing line: commence fir¬ 
ing” . . .Smokey Bear hats, spotting 
scopes, ponchos spread as ground cloths, 
shouted directions to the field phones to 
check hits, the hesitant stutter of aimed 
fire, and everywhere what novelist Fred¬ 
erick Forsyth called “the greatest intoxi¬ 
cant in the world. . .the reek of cordite.” 
The atmosphere was real. 

While the early relays were firing, I took 
some time to talk to some of the Marines 
waiting around behind the line for their 
turn in the butts or for their time to shoot. 
I’d say at least three quarters of the shoot¬ 
ers were either WWII or Korean vintage, 
with the rest either Vietnam or later, in¬ 
cluding, of course, H&HC staffs and Ma¬ 
rine Corps Reserve outfits there. 

One Marine with a camouflaged skivvy 
shirt, which read “Remember the Viet- 
Vet” on the back, had come up from Bal¬ 
timore for the shoot. He was Jim Soukup, 
and he’d spent a year in the bush in I Corps 
with the 1st Bn., 1st Marines. Soukup had 
qualified with the M14 and had used it for 
a time in ’Nam, then made the switch to the 
M16 rifle. 

“A lot of guys had problems with the 
16, but mine was okay,” he recalled. 

“Both of these weapons provide a func¬ 
tion. I’d prefer to carry the 16 in the bush, 
as a matter of fact. 

“I’ve not yet fired the MI, but look 
forward to it. I’ve heard plenty about it, of 
course, and my first question to the guys 
coming off the line is, 'How does your 
shoulder feel after 40 rounds?’ 

“1 haven’t fired any high-powered 
weapons for a while and so I thought I’d 
wander up here and see how 1 could do. It’s 
been interesting and I’ve met a lot of nice 
people, especially the 'Old Corps,’ having 
a good time.” 

One of the more colorful groups at In- 
diantown Gap that weekend was from 
Long Island. “The Irish Marine Corps 
League Detachment,” as they called them¬ 
selves. Tom Cleary, Jack Reilly and Bill 
Riordan. 

Cleary said he had come up “to renew 
some old skills” from his Korean War 
days. The M1 was his TO&E weapon back 
in 1951, and “from what I hear, we still 
ought to be using it. The current Marine 
Corps rifle doesn’t appear able to do the 
job. Of course it depends on the old saw, 
‘the terrain and the situation,’ but a rifle 
like the Ml is hard to beat. 

“A get-together like this is number one. 
If you are one, you’re comfortable around 
a bunch of Marines, young or old, because 
everybody is the same. Marines today do 
the same thing they always did: bitch, piss 
and moan — and then go out and knock 
themselves out doing their best.” 

Reilly and I discovered we had been at 
Parris Island at the same time and re¬ 


minisced about the hurricane which came 
ashore there that summer. Reilly was in the 
1st Marines in Korea and also has some 
opinions about what rifle the Corps ought 
to be using. 

“I really don’t see why or how we got 
away from the M1, though maybe a bigger 
round capacity might be the thing. Maybe 
the M14 is a good compromise. I don’t 
think the M16 has what it takes to go 
through heavy clothing or body armor at 


300 meters. The name of the game is to 
knock the other guy down while he’s still a 
good way off. You don’t want him to get a 
shot at you that might connect.” 


Continued on page 83 

Aimed Fire: a Marine maxim. Vietnam- 
era Marine prepares to shoot 300-yard 
prone-position course. 
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RIFLEMAN’S 

RIFLE 

by Bob Poos 


I am ancient enough to have qualified 
with the Ml as a boot at Parris Island. 
In 1948. 

I came to know and love them. (One 
had better in the Marines, if he knew 
what was good for him.) The one 1 had 
the longest — 1950 and ’51 — had a 
serial number of 2277122. Match that 
for memory, you other old bastards out 
there. 

And I'll never forget the first time I 
saw one. It was during the first week at 
PI and shortly after being issued cloth¬ 
ing. We were marching somewhere and 
saw a recruit standing naked atop a 
crude wooden table. In his right hand he 
clutched an Ml and in the left, his 
penis. He Was shouting: “This is my 


rifle,” brandishing the Ml, and then, 
“This is my gun. This is for Fighting, 
and this is for fun.” 

The day my platoon, 219 — later to 
become an Honor Platoon of the 2nd 
Recruit Training Bn. — fired for qua¬ 
lification was similar to that described 
so well by Robert Leckie in his excel¬ 
lent book about being a Marine in 
WWII, Helmet For My Pillow : The 
weather had been beautiful all week (for 
Parris Island) up until the day before 
qualification, when one of those South 
Carolina tropical storms burst upon us. 
It abated by the next day, but a strong 
wind still blew, driving raindrops that 
stung like needles. 

I had fired expert earlier, but was 
lucky to make marksman this day. Five 
guys did not qualify, much to the out¬ 
rage of Sgt. Elijah Davis and Cpl. Rob¬ 
ert Miles, our DIs. They suffered for it. 

I never again failed to win the crossed 
rifles and wreath of expert..,in fact 
still have one at home somewhere. 

I understand the nostalgia felt for that 
great invention of John Garand’s. It was 
a real rifle, a rifleman's weapon, and 
that’s the highest accolade that can be 
given to any rifle. These funny-looking 
Buck Rogers zap guns will never enjoy 
the real love an MI did. And for my 
money, they’ll never qualify as a ri¬ 
fleman’s rifle. Most are too bulky and 
awkward, for one thing. And that thing 
they issue to U.S. troops these days is 
— in my opinion — beneath contempt. 
And just name me any other weapon 
that managed to conquer a foe so for¬ 
midable as the Japanese Empire, and 
the Germans, North Koreans and the 
Chinese. 

They say the M16 is a fine jungle 
weapon. Maybe. But Guadalcanal and 
New Georgia were also a little on the 
jungley side. And I’d hate to be oppos¬ 
ing a Chinese mass assault beginning 
600 or 700 yards away with an MI6. 

Only one thing wrong with the M1 l 
can recall. Its eight-cartridge clip made 
a loud ringggging sound as it ejected 
with the last round. That served to let its 
user know it was empty, if he wasn’t 
already aware of that fact. 

It also told others the same thing. 

In semi-darkness on a Korean hilltop 
when the cold, clear air carried sound 
waves like a trumpet, it was the loudest 
noise in the world.X 
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IT’S 9.5 POUNDS 
OF ROMPIN’, STOMPIN’, 
KILLIN’ POWER 

by Ed Brown 

When the Ml Garand replaced the 
Springfield *03 in the early days of 
WW1I, there was grumbling from some 
tradition-bound Marines who were con¬ 
cerned that the new weapon wouldn't 
measure up to the tried and tested 
Springfield. 

But the Ml quickly won its spurs 
among Marines as a rugged, accurate 
mankiUer. As usual, the Marines were 
on the hind end when it came to the 
issuing of choice new gear, and for 
many Marines the coveted M1 was long 
in coming. 

There’s the apocryphal stoty of the 
young Marine who was following an 
Army sergeant around on Guadalcanal 
in ’42. Finally, the soldier got fed up 
with his shadow and asked him what the 
hell was going on. 

“Sarge,” the Marine said, eyeing his 
own issue Reising Gun, “One of these 
days a Jap is going to put one right 
between your horns, and I’m going to 
have your Ml before it hits the 
ground.” 

The Garand had a long way to go 
before it was adopted as the “ILSf- 
Rifle, cal, .30, Ml.** The search began 
as far back as WWI to find a reliable 


semiautomatic rifle for the American 
soldier, and tests were made on a whole 
armory of weapons, including the 
Bang, Liu, the St. Etienne and the Ped¬ 
ersen before the ordnance people settled 
on the Garand in 1936. 

As used in the Big War and Korea, 
the standard Ml weighed in at 9.5 
pounds, and used an eight-round stag¬ 
gered clip full of hefty .30-06 rounds. 
You could take a brick wall down with 
an Ml if you had enough ammunition. 

Springfield and Winchester manufac¬ 
tured the Ml during WWII and turiied 
out something like 4,040,000 during 
the shooting. Another 600,000 were 
made by Springfield, International Har¬ 
vester, and Harrington and Richardson 
after the war. Breda and Beretta made 
the Garand under license for the Italian, 
Danish and Indonesian forces. 

The rifle loads from the top of the 
receiver, with the operating handle held 
to the rear with the edge of the hand. 
The shooter pushes the clip down into 
the receiver with his thumb, then gets it 
out of the way before the first round 
touches bottom and the action slams 
forward ito strip a cartridge off the top of 
the dip and chamber it. New shooters 
didn’t have to be told twice to get their 
fingers out of the receiver in a huny; 
one case of “Ml thumb” was all the 
schooling needed. 

The trigger pull of the MI is crisp, 
what one might expect of a rugged mili¬ 


tary rifle, and part of the recoil of the 
honest-to-god .30-06 cartridge is neu¬ 
tralized by the take-up of the gas cylin¬ 
der operation which runs things in this 
semiautomatic weapon, extracting and 
ejecting the spent case, chambering a 
fresh round, and cocking the piece. 

The first step in field-stripping the 
Ml is to pull free the trigger housing 
group, separating the weapon into three 
parts: the trigger housing group, barrel 
and receiver assembly, and the wooden 
stock. Marine aggressors at inhospit¬ 
able places like Pickel Meadows used to 
discomfit sleeping war gamesmen by 
gently lifting the trigger housing units 
of their rifles, leaving the hapless train¬ 
ees to tote the weapon in two pieces the 
next day — and until the problem was 
over. Very embarrassing! 

Freeing the follower-rod is next, then 
the follower arm pin, and the bullet 
guide, follower arm and operating rod 
catch assembly come off. The follower 
with slide is lifted out, the operating rod 
handle disengaged, and the bolt slid 
forward and twisted out of the receiver. 
The weapon is now field-stripped. 

There’s something mighty reassuring 
about the sturdy Ml, with its hardwood 
stock running clear up to the gas cylin¬ 
der lock. If you had to batter someone 
senseless with the weapon, then shoot 
his friends who were trying to run 
away, you feel you could do it without 
any problem. 
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I RONICALLY, it happened to be Valen¬ 
tine’s Day when we drove from the 
hotel to Ilopango Air Base, just outside 
the capital of San Salvador in El Salvador. 
Ironically because there is a flaming com¬ 
munist insurgency going on in this county 
and the atmosphere is one of violence rath¬ 
er than of love. 

There was talk of going out on an army 
operation. Nothing definite, of course. We 
were loitering around airborne battalion 
headquarters when the U.S. military group 
sergeant told us that the air force colonel 
would see us now. He greeted us warmly 
and said that some of us could go on an 
afternoon aerial recon run with the air 
force, and the rest could go out in the field 
with the elite Belloso Battalion, operating 
northeast of San Salvador in Morazan Pro¬ 
vince. Our leader, Robert K. Brown, made 
the decision. 

He pointed at me (I had the cameras) and 
two American veterans of the Rhodesian 
conflict travelling with the SOF team. 
Smith and Kowalski (not their real names). 
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El Salvador Air Force Huey carries SOF 
team into Morazan Province. Doorgunner 
scans below with M60 for guerrilla 
movement, SOF staffers hold M16s at 
ready. 

SOF Associate Editor John Metzger (left) 
and “Kowalski” (center) observe Belloso 
Battalion perimeter defense on hilltop 
above village of Perquin. Rifles are Ml6s, 
trooper on right mans M60. 

We would be going out in the bush. 

Much to our surprise and pleasure. 
Smith, Kowalski and I were issued Ml6s, 
web gear with extra ammo, canteens and 
uniforms. We jumped into a DC-3 and 
landed 40 minutes later in the northeastern 
mountain town of San Francisco de Gotera. 
We met briefly with some junior officers, 
sharing an army lunch of tortillas, beans 
and rice with them in their mess. Discipline 
was slack in this rear area garrison, and no 
one seemed to know or care what was 
going on. 


A 50-klick trip in a Huey, M60 door- 
gunners scanning below for guerrilla 
movement, brought us to a village named 
Perquin. When we touched down at the LZ 
there, Capt. Reyes, a sharp young officer, 
greeted us.. 

The difference between the soldiers here 
and those in the rear was clearly evident. 
The Belloso Battalion troopers are tough, 
well-trained and combat-ready. And they 
know it. the entire battalion of 952 men 
and 25 officers was trained at Ft. Bragg 
and has been operational since May 1982. 
The Belloso is one of three immediate reac¬ 
tion battalions. The other two — the At- 
lacatl and the Atonal — were trained by 
American instructors in El Salvador. 

The government has been keeping the 
Belloso in combat, where the going is 
toughest. Why not use your best? And 
that’s why they were here in Morazan Pro¬ 
vince, a guerrilla stronghold, close to sup¬ 
ply routes from Nicaragua and Honduras. 

“We are working on the second stage of 
operations,” explained Reyes. “The first 



Capt, Perdomo (foreground) receives 
transmission from forward observation 
post and pinpoints location of armed guerrilla 
concentration. Perdomo was shot next 
morning in fight against 60 guerrillas, 
and is now recovering in San Salvador 
hospital. 

stage was to clear out high-density guerrilla 
operational areas. Now we’re clearing out 
pockets of resistance and trying to hold 
what we have retaken.” 

I asked him about the battalion’s State¬ 
side training, if it was applicable to the 
situation in which it was now operating, 

“The training was outstanding,” said 
Reyes, “but it was not oriented to this kind 
of war. It was not specialized. We have 
had to adapt.” 

Reyes introduced us to Perquin’s gar¬ 
rison commander, Maj. Corado. I asked 
him if he would recommend any changes 
for units training in the United States in the 
future: “First, let me say that the training 
was excellent and it has certainly saved 
lives,” said Corado. “But there could be a 
combination of tactical training with differ¬ 
ent organization. Using different tech¬ 
niques, like Special Forces-style patrols, 
we could fight a different war. We heard at 
Bragg that some U.S. senators and con¬ 
gressmen simply objected to our receiving 
counterinsurgency training and wanted us 
limited to conventional warfare. We need 
special instruction in counterinsurgency 
warfare, small-unit tactics, etc.” 

When the battalion retook Perquin one 
week ago, it was a ghost town. Only three 
or four civilians were left. Now that the 
area is secure again, 500 have returned. 
With only three immediate reaction bat¬ 
talions, the Salvos have difficulty holding 
the towns they retake. 

Perquin is a fine example of what con¬ 
fronts the Salvadoran Army. With only 
three quick reaction battalions, it is diffi¬ 
cult to take and hold areas long enough to 
establish a government presence and then 
prove to the people caught in between the 
guerrillas and the army that the latter is 
preferable. 

“The guerrillas attack towns where we 
have been forced to leave only a few 
men,” said Corado. “They attack 20 men 
with hundreds of fighters, and claim great 
victories.” 
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Leaning against an adobe wall at Co- 
rado’s HQ were some captured rifles: FNs, 
a couple of German Mauser 98s, a Czech 
Brno, an American hunting rifle, all in 
terrible shape. There was one Ml6 with 
serial number 5397136, which corresponds 
with the series used in Vietnam. 

We were invited to spend the night on a 
hilltop above the town. It was held by a 
company commanded by Capt. Gustavo 
Perdomo. Two of Perdomo’s men were in 
town on a water run, and they escorted us 
up a steep goat trail, where we passed de¬ 
stroyed guerrilla bunkers on the way to the 
top of a ridge. Honduran mountains 
loomed in the distance. Hard-looking sol¬ 
diers manned the perimeter, alert but re¬ 
laxed. This was the front line in Morazan 
Province. 

Capt. Perdomo, an intense young officer 
in full battle dress, greeted us and said he 
was pleased to have us as his guests. We 
sat around a campfire while he explained 
organizational structure. His company is 
divided into assault groups, stop groups, 
sniper teams, mortar teams and one 90mm 
recoilless rifle team. 

There are patrols running at all times. 
The men are aggressive and tight discipline 
is maintained by the NCOs. Perdomo calls 
them his “tigers.” In 13 months, the cap¬ 
tain has not lost a man. Their biggest fight 
occurred in December 1982, when they 
killed 32 guerrillas in a five-day period. 

“Combat pleases us,” said Perdomo. 
“We are an aggressive unit — all volun¬ 
tary. Most of the men in my company have 
been in at least four years and have seen 
lots of combat.” 

As he spoke, his radio man received a 
transmission. The forward observation 
post, located about 100 meters from the 
perimeter, had spotted a guerrilla concen¬ 
tration, estimated at 60 men with machine 
guns and RPG-2 rockets. Perdomo checked 
with headquarters and was issued orders to 
attack at dawn. 

“Tomorrow will be a great day,” he 
said. “There will be a few less guerrillas in 
this world when we are through.” Before 
operational orders were given at 2100, Per¬ 
domo offered us the Latin American staple 
of beans and tortillas for dinner. 

After eating, we talked: 

SOF: How do you deal with guerrilla 
supply lines coming through Honduras? 
PERDOMO: We have had a few suc¬ 
cessful ambushes. At this moment, the 
guerrillas are spread out and have not reu¬ 
nited. They are unorganized and hungry. 
SOF: How long will you occupy this hill? 
PERDOMO: We may be here another few 
days. We’ll be replaced by another bat¬ 
talion, and we’ll move to another position. 
But, we have to be very careful, more 
careful than we have been in the past, to 
avoid overextending ourselves. This posi¬ 
tion must remain fortified. 

SOF: Are there many civilians in this 
area? 

PERDOMO: There were 20,000 right a- 
round here; now there are only a few hun¬ 
dred. The people moved up into the high 
country to get away from the guerrillas. 



Because of the many civilians working a- 
round here, however, we don’t register the 
area for mortars, and we don’t use mines. 
SMITH: This war could be compared to 
Vietnam, but without the mines. 

SOF: What do you think of the Gua¬ 
temalans? 

PERDOMO: Their army is good. Their 
soldiers have initiative and more experi¬ 
ence as a group. The El Salvadoran soldier 
has less experience and tradition. But we 
are learning. We are fighting a very large 
guerrilla force. Guatemala may have big¬ 
ger problems in the future, especially with 
the growing subversive movement in Mex¬ 
ico. The Mexicans, they are the leftist 
motherfuckers. The Guatemalans are good 
soldiers. But we are more people, a larger 
army, and we’re more aggressive. The Az¬ 
tec is our heritage — very warlike. My 
men like to eat hot food before combat to 
piss themselves off. 

SOF: What are the guerrillas armed 
with? 

PERDOMO: They have machine guns and 
RPG-2 rockets. And they have LAWs, 
which is something we don’t have. 

SOF: How are your men transported? 
PERDOMO: We go everywhere on foot. 
But we have strong legs. My men are very 
skinny, if you haven’t noticed. They have 
to be to climb these hills. 

At 2100, Perdomo’s men gathered a- 
round the fire. No one uttered a sound as 
the captain gave his briefing- Before rack 
time, the perimeter let loose with a “mad 
minute,” in which the entire company op¬ 
ened up with everything in all directions as 
a security measure. 

Wrapped in poncho liners, we drifted off 
to sleep. Despite this tropical climate, the 
night turned cold. 

At 0300 we awoke to see the patrol off. 
Perdomo’s eyes blazed as he stared ahead 
into the darkness. Sixteen men lined up 
behind him and they trudged off into the 
night. 

Smith, Kowalski and I went back to our 
poncho liners, heard a few stray rounds 
pop off somewhere around the perimeter, 



Capt. Perdomo (kneeling, center) briefs 
his men before 0300 assault. Guerrilla 
concentration, armed with RPG-2s and 
machine guns, was spotted hours earlier. 
Of 17 men who left on patrol, 12 came 
back after killing 60 guerrillas. 



Belloso Battalion “Tiger” maintains 
perimeter defense near village of Perquin 
with .50-cal, Browning M2 Heavy Barrel 
MG. 

and got a few more hours of sleep. 

By 0900, we were back with Capt. 
Reyes at Perquin. The radioman at Maj, 
Corado’s headquarters told us that the pat¬ 
rol was still moving, which meant they 
must have run into some problems as they 
were supposed to attack at first light. 

Reyes had a “surprise” for us: a cap¬ 
tured guerrilla. We were allowed to see 
him and to ask him a couple of questions. 
He was being held in an empty house, 
loosely tied to a chair with parachute cord. 
He appeared to be well-fed and in generally 
good spirits. He told us he had been with 
the guerrillas for one and a half years, until 
he was captured near Perquin. He had been 
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trained by a cadre of Nicaraguans, who had 
since been killed. But he received no 
weapons training until about three months 
ago, when they taught him to shoot a rifle. 

He revealed to us that he had let himself 
be captured, claiming he deserted because 
he was mistreated by the guerrillas. He had 
lived near a guerrilla concentration, and 
when they organized his entire town into a 
guerrilla camp, he was pressed into serv¬ 
ice. “The guerrillas took charge of every¬ 
one in my village,” he said. “That’s how 
I came to be with them.” 

When I asked him if he had received any 
political training, he answered, “We were 
taught to change the system of govern¬ 
ment. We were told that our life would be 
changed and become better.” 

I asked him what life was like before the 
guerrillas came: 

“Before, it was a peaceful life here. You 
could work, sleep, eat and raise a family in 
peace. Then it all changed. I wanted to get 
out of the guerrillas’ hold. So did a lot of 
the others. A lot of us felt like slaves.” 

When I asked him what he wanted to do 
now, he said, “I would like to get back 
with my family and resume a normal life.” 

Our interpreter then asked that we end 
the questioning, as the prisoner was a valu¬ 
able source of information and security 
could be compromised by allowing him to 
talk to outsiders. Unfortunately for this for¬ 
mer guerrilla, he will be turned over to the 
National Police and will go to jail for a few 
years. “He w/7/be punished,” said Reyes. 
“After he pays his debt, he will be free.” 

It was time to move on. We walked 
around the village and observed the tight 
defensive perimeter where field discipline 
was excellent. The guerrillas had ran¬ 
sacked the local school and painted com¬ 
munist slogans on the walls, plus causing a 
lot of random, pointless destruction. In the 
clinic, the army doctor told us that he had 
treated up to 225 people in one day as 
civilians began returning to their town. 

“We would like to develop more educa¬ 
tional and medical programs for the peo¬ 
ple,” said Reyes. “But we haven’t the 
money. The Red Cross is supposed to be 
neutral, but they are not here where we 
could use them. We have gone into areas 
and found evidence of the Red Cross help¬ 
ing the guerrillas logistically, by transport¬ 
ing soldiers and munitions.” 

We saw a town destroyed by guerrillas 
— clinics, schools, civic buildings and 
churches. The army is trying to rebuild 
what the guerrillas have wrecked. 

The villagers of Perquin were puzzled to 
see gringos here, but welcomed us. They 
had just returned to their homes and their 
work, and they seemed pleased to be back. 
A truck pulled up in the street, and an 
Indian woman began selling tortillas, rice 
and beans — but not to the soldiers. They 
would not accept any money from them — 
the soldiers got them on the house as a 
gesture of gratitude. I wondered how the 
tooth-fairy liberals back home would ex¬ 
plain this away. 

Right before our chopper arrived to take 
us back to San Francisco de Gotera, we 


heard the news: Perdomo’s patrol had 
made contact. The captain and his 16 men 
had engaged the guerrillas, and killed 60 of 
the enemy. Unfortunately, they lost five of 
their own — the first fatalities for Per- 
domo’s “Tigers.” Perdomo himself took a 
bullet in the stomach, but I learned later 
that he is now recovering in a San Salvad¬ 
or hospital. 

As I heard the news, I remembered our 
last brief discussion. Before he left on pat¬ 
rol, Perdomo had asked me to hand him my 
notebook, in which he wrote the following 
words: 

“Con la patria y con Dios, juntos pueb¬ 
lo y fuerza armada. ” (The people and the 
armed forces joined together for God and 
country.) 


This belief seemed to be the driving 
force behind Perdomo, his men and the El 
Salvadoran people. And I believe that our 
readers will share with me the hope that 
their goals are realized, and that Capt. Per¬ 
domo recovers to lead his “Tigers” into 
battle another day. ^ 
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FALKLANDS WAR 
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All of this was done in the face of ap¬ 
palling weather, which gave British 
helicopters an advantage over Argentine 
guns and SAMs. The Falklands War 
proved one cannot discount the versatili¬ 
ty and importance of helicopters in any 
task or under any conditions. 

The Royal Artillery brought Five bat¬ 
teries of its 105mm light guns to the 
Falklands, a total of 30 tubes. They out¬ 
gunned the 22 Argentine 105mm howit¬ 
zers, mainly light L5 pack guns, and out¬ 
ranged all but the four 155mms. The 
success in the battle for the hills outside 
Port Stanley was largely due to well- 
planned British artillery fire. They began 
the battle with more than 400 rounds per 
gun; many finished with less than 10. 

Even though the British had left much 
of their sophisticated target-acquisition 
equipment, radars and night-vision 
equipment back in England or at San 
Carlos Bay, their fire-control systems 
were so effective that Argentine counter¬ 
battery fire never really came close. 
Meanwhile, the Argentine guns were 
reduced to hiding in backyards of houses 
occupied by British civilians to avoid 
detection and destruction. 

Amphibious and helicopter mobility 
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was critical to British artillery effective¬ 
ness; Bravo November lifted three 105s 
and their crews at a time. British military 
officials said they were glad they sent 
105mm weapons rather than heavier 
guns for this reason and since it allowed 
them to supply more shells than would 
have been possible with heavier ord¬ 
nance. The British reported they could 
also put 105mm shells on Argentine 
positions when they were in contact with 
British troops with much greater con¬ 
fidence than with 155mm shells which 
have a larger fragmentation radius. The 
British 4.5-inch naval gun proved ex¬ 
tremely valuable in the shore-bombard¬ 
ment mission. 

The Falklands War was not fought 
with Star Wars technology. Yet it clearly 
showed some capabilities and limitations 
of modern precision weaponry. Within 
days of the destruction of the destroyer 
HMS Sheffield by an Exocet air-to- 
surface missile launched by an Argentine 
Navy Super Etendard fighter-bomber, 
substantial changes in sea war were 
predicted. Yet overall, the Exocet must 
be judged one of the war’s failures. The 
Argentines fired a total of six, possibly 
seven. Four or five of these were from 
Etendards, one or two from improvised 
ground launchers (those that weren’t 
sabotaged by the SAS). 

Only three hit their intended targets. 
The remainder either missed or were 
decoyed off target by countermeasures. 


Of the three that hit, only one, which hit 
Atlantic Conveyor , actually exploded. 
The other two were duds, their only 
damage done by burning fuel and shock 
impact. The irony of this “success” 
story comes from the fact that the Ex¬ 
ocet that hit Atlantic Conveyor was 
decoyed away from another ship and 
homed in by simple mischance. 

The Exocet gained its successes, such 
as they were, largely because it has active 
radar guidance that uses monopulse 
ranging, an electronic counter-counter- 
measures approach that involves trans¬ 
mitting only very brief pulses of radia¬ 
tion. Because the Soviet Navy does not 
use monopulse radars on its anti-ship 
missiles, and because the British de¬ 
signed their ships to fight the Soviets, 
they were not going to pay, in peace¬ 
time, for a jammer to work against a 
missile that they never expected would 
be used against them. 

One seldom has the luxury of knowing 
whom one’s opponents will be. (The 
same thing happened when the U.S. 
Navy sent carrier task forces to the In¬ 
dian Ocean during the hostage crisis in 
Iran. The Navy aircrews found, to their 
dismay, that they would be up against 
the latest U.S.-made Improved HAWK 
SAMs, while their countermeasures and 
warning equipment were designed to 
deal with Soviet SAMs and would thus 
be ineffective against the Iranians.) 

The U.S.-made Shrike is an anti-radi- 
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ation missile. It homes in on the radio 
energy from an operating radar. Used 
extensively over North Vietnam, these 
missiles took out many early warning 
and SAM site radars — plus the light 
cruiser USS Worden when it accidentally 
got in the way. 

The British got a rush shipment of 
Shrikes from the United States during 
the war and mounted them on Vulcan 
bombers. They destroyed the Fleder - 
maus fire-control radar of one Argen¬ 
tine anti-aircraft battery and reportedly 
knocked out one of the two TPS-43 
early-warning radars that the Argentines 
had deployed on the islands. Other 
Shrike-armed Vulcans patrolled the sea 
against Argentine warships. 

Fortunately for the British, most of 
the weapon failures of the war belonged 
to Argentina. The French-built Mirages, 
Israeli-built Neshers and the U.S.-built 
A-4 Skyhawks that made up the bulk of 
the Argentine striking force were all 
good aircraft, used by air forces around 
the world. Their aircrews did not lack 
courage, but they did lack drop tanks, 
air-to-air refueling equipment, effective 
air-to-air missiles, electronic counter¬ 
measure equipment and much more. 
Their pilots’ training also appeared to be 
inadequate. Apparently, the Argentines 
only fired two air-to-air missiles during 
the war, and they both missed. 

But the biggest Argentine failure was 
their bombs. Half of the bombs that hit 
British ships failed to explode. This was 
largely due to the fact that Argentine air¬ 
craft were forced by British defenses to 
fly so low that the bombs did not have 
time to arm when dropped. Argentina 
had a motley collection of French, Brit¬ 
ish and American bombs, chiefly the 
standard 500-pound HE (high-explosive) 
Mk82 types with Type 904 fuses. The ad¬ 
vanced age of many bombs further de¬ 
creased their reliability. 

The Argentine Air Force had the 
Pucara, a home-grown, twin-turboprop, 
ground-attack aircraft, which potential¬ 
ly could damage the British helicopter 
force. The Pucaras, however, suffered 
heavy ground and air losses; the Argen¬ 
tines lost 15 Pucaras, while shooting 
down only one British helicopter. 

Argentina went to war with some ex¬ 
cellent U.S.-made night-vision equip¬ 
ment that the British Army had coveted 
but could not afford. However, the 
Argentines made no effort to move or 
fight at night, surrendering the initiative 
to the British — who have since put the 
captured night-vision equipment to use 
in Ulster and elsewhere. 

Like the Soviets in Afghanistan, the 
Argentines used helicopter-delivered 
surface-scattered anti-personnel mines 
to cut down enemy night movement. 
The mines caused a number of casual¬ 
ties, but were not an important factor in 
the war. They did kill a substantial 
number of Falkland Islands sheep. 

Other weapons did not work as well as 
they might have, such as British naval 
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electronics or the Vulcan bombers, but 
the failures resulted from the way the 
weapons were used, rather than inherent 
limitations in the weapons themselves. 

The Falklands War was, perhaps 
more than anything else in the weaponry 
Field, a triumph of improvisation. In a 
war that no one anticipated, many weap^ 
ons were pressed into roles for which 
they were never intended. Throughout 
military history the ability to improvise 
— in strategy, tactics or weaponry — 
has been crucial to victory. There are 
few better examples of improvisation 
than the British effort in the Falklands. 

The M72 66mm LAW (Light Antitank 
Weapon) is neither the most-loved nor 
ipost-effective weapon in the U.S. 
arsenal. Yet, despite the fact that Argen¬ 
tine armor took no part in the fighting, 
the British — who use the LAW as a 
standard ammunition round, as does the 
U.S. Army — found it quite effective. 
Although allied forces in Vietnam fre¬ 
quently suffered from unreliability in 
their LAWs, the British reported no 
such problems even in the cold, wet 
climate of the Falklands. 

The British used LAWs against Ar¬ 
gentine strongpoints and even against 
snipers. The most dramatic British use 
of the LAW, however, came in the 
“Battle of Top Malo House.” In a move 
to counter Special Air Service teams, the 
Argentines sent in a patrol of their 601 
Commando Company. 

According to British military person- 
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Baseball Shirt Color: Gray Body, Black Trim . 11.50 

AWARD CERTIFICATES: 8 x 11 in Color 
Space for Name/Date/Scores/Units etc. 

C-1 U.S.M.C. Force Recon 
C-2 U.S. Army Special Forcei 8.00 ea. 

C-3 U.S. Novy S.E.A.L. 3/15.00 

C-5 U.S. Army Ranger g 

C-7 U.S. Special Force* Guerilla Warfare Instructor g 

a 
a 
a 
a 


a 

a 

a 

a 

a 


C-8 U.S. Special Forces Weapons Expert 
C-15 U.S. Army Sth Special Forces Group 
C-19 U.S. Army Rifle Expert 
0-32 U.S.M.C. Scout Sniper 
C-33 U.S. Army — Airborne Novice Wings 


E SEND SI.00 FOR COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 

5 WITH OVER 160 T-SHIRT D ESIGNS & 65 CERTIFICATES _ 

W [*] [^AUTHORIZED DEALER of KNIVES FOR LIFE from COLD STEEL, lnc.pl [*][»][»][»][»] [*][*][»] 



Padded rifle and shot gun 
cases $59.95. Available in black or 
woodland camouflage. 


QUALITY... 
BY DESIGN 


FACT 1 Mte use only closed cell foam in our products. 

a. C/osed.cell foam will not absorb water like the competition’s open cell 
foam. 

b. Closed cell foam will take much more shock and has a much greater 
protective quality than the foam most of the competition uses. 

c. Closed cell foam will not break down and lose its protective qualities 
as open cell foam does. 

FACT 2 Our zippered front cargo pocket out performs hook and loop style closers. 

a. Zippers keep out more dust and dirt. 

b. Zipper is much easier to hqndle. 

c. Can be locked. 

FACT 3 Adjustable magazine pouches for keeping magazines tightly in place. 

Magazine pouches hold 20, 30, or 40 round magazines on .223 cases. 


FACT 4 Carrying handles are sewn all the way down both sides for extra carrying 
protection at high stress points. 

FACT 5 Three heavy welded " D ” rings on top of the case for attaching 2” wide 
padded shoulder strap. Strap is to be attached to center and top “D” 
rings. Center “D“ ring can be locked to zipper slide on cargo pocket. 

FACT 6 Our cases are made of 11 oz. Cordura Nylon. 

FACT 7 Lifetime warranty on materials and workmanship on all products. 

FACT 8 The people at Eagle Industries have been making combat cases, nylon 
holsters, gear bags and many other items of nylon for the gun industry for 
over three years. Quality is a way of life at Eagle. We have been manu¬ 
facturing nylon products for 9 years. If it’s, quality and dependability you 
want please calf or write for our complete line catalog. The cost is $1.00. 


Visa or MasterCard accepted 

Our products are being stocked at dealers across the USA. Dealer and law enforcement inquiries wanted. 


Eagle Industries Unlimited, Inc., 55 Lincoln, St. Louis, MO 63119, 314-968-4144 
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Brigade’s Pulll|, Sweater 



WP-1 Only *49' ,i 


The original British Commando Sweater now 
authorized wear for the Marines, U.S. Army, U.S. Air 
Force, all U.S. Military Academies and many more. 

100% Pure Virgin Wool Rib Knit. Super rugged twill 
shoulder & elbow reinforcing patches. Extra long & 
extra warm. 

A great sweater for all occasions! Made to U.S. & 
British Military specifications to provide nearly 
everlasting wear. Get yours today! Choices of Crew 
Necks in USMC Olive Green, Blue Grey, Navy, Black & 
Tan. V-Necks in Army Black, USAF Blue, Peat Brown, 
Sand, or Navy. Men’s/Women’s Sizes 34 to 46. 


NEW! Military Camouflage, #WP-70 $ 59 95 



SPECIAL FORCES 
MOUNTAIN 
BOOTS 


An exclusive new item made by 
Chippewa for the U.S. Special Forces. 
Designed for Mountain Operations, these 
boots are rugged and heavy duty. 
Compare these features: 

Laced-to-toe 7" Boot • Black grain-out leather • Rolled 
cushion top • Ankle binder pads • Full gusset • Fully 
lined with glove leather • Goodyear yvelt construction 
• VIBR AM 132 cleated heel & sole • Square trimmed toe 
and grooved heel for conventional Ski Binding • Re¬ 
movable felt slip soles ■ Pull stud post hooks and 
eyelets for rapid lacing, all Black. 

Available in whole or half sizes from 7 to 
12. Regular or Wide. 

#C-990, S.F. Boots. $99.50 


“WEB NAME TAPES” 

Mil-spec cotton web tapes with your information 
embroidered on one line. Choice of Black on OD, White 
on Blue, Black on White or Navy on OD. For uniforms & 
personal equipment, 5 tapes of same name (up to 14 
letters) and color. 

#N15, S3.50 


Military Identification 
“DOG TAGS” 

Complete G-I. Specification Identification Necklace. 2 
Stainless steel roiled edge plates embossed with your 
information. 16 characters per line/5 lines/tag. Great 
for medical info or identifying keys & luggage. 

STAG14S, I.D. Tag Set/$5.95 
#TAG159, Rubber Silencers/$.75 


Please Print Clearly 


NAME- 


ADDRESS . 
CITY_ 


— - *7 fj,P _ 


CODE 

# 

ITEM 

SIZE/ 

COLOR 

PRICE 

















Postage & Handling 

Total Enclosed 

SI.50 



□Send FREE 1962 Catalogue 


Brigade-- 

Quartermasters, Ltd. 

266-SF Roswell Street 
Marietta, GA 30060 



COMFORTABLE 
MESH 
BASEBALL 
CAP 


Available in Olive Green or ‘Nam Leaf 
Pattern Camouflage. Adjustable plastic 
strap. Perfect for military organizations. 
Sizes: Medium or Large. 

#BAS-C5, O.G. Mesh Cap/$4.25 
#BAS-C7, Camo Mesh Cap/$4.25 


UTILITY CAP, USMC TYPE 2 DESIGN 

Made of Mil-Spec Rip-stop Camouflage. 
Looks sharp. Not regulation. Sizes: XS, S, 

M, L, XL. 

#CCP-2, Utility Cap/$4.95 


CAMOUFLAGE 

T-SHIRTS 

At last, a regulation 
‘Nam Leaf Pattern 
Camo T-Shirt. Full cut, 
50/50 blend forcomfort. 
Great match with 
Jungle Fatigues. Sizes: 
S, M, L, & XL. Short 
Sleeves. 

#BT21, $6.95 




MILITARY BERETS 

Original Mil-Spec 100% Virgin 
Wool with Leather Sweat Band. 
Fully lined with stiffener for 
flash. The absolute finest made 
anywhere. Purchased in Canada. 
Choose from Special Forces Green 
(G), Ranger Black (RL), Airborne 
Red (MR), Khaki OD (KH), State 
hat size or send head measure¬ 
ment. 

MBE-1, Beret/$14.50 


JUNGLE FATIGUES 

Camouflage, Rip-stop Poplin. Latest 
USMC issue contract goods. Sizes S,M,L 
and XL. Regulars, Coat or Trousers. 
#CAM-0T, Coat $24.50 
#CAM-TR, Trousers $24.50 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. Send 
Check, Money Order, or Charge to Visa or 
Mastercard. Include $1.50 Postage & 
Handling for all U.S,A, Zip Code 
Addresses. FOREIGN ORDERS must 
request Postage Rates. Sorry, no COD 
orders accepted- 

Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard. 
Call (404) 428-1234 


nel, the 16 Argentines arrived by way of 
helicopter, watched by the Royal Marine 
Mountain and Arctic Warfare Training 
Cadre Force. When Argentines moved 
into the Top Malo house, they neglected 
to fortify it or to post sentries. The 
Marines used a LAW round through the 
window to open the night’s festivities, 
which did not last long and ended with 
13 survivors finally meeting the Marines. 

Another incident showing that anti¬ 
tank weapons are effective against tar¬ 
gets other than tanks came on 2 April 
when the Royal Marine detachment de¬ 
fending South Georgia severely dam¬ 
aged an attacking Argentine frigate with 
their 84mm Carl Gustav recoilless rifle. 

The anemic British defense budget of 
recent years, compounded by the 
lengthy supply line to the Falklands and 
the difficulty of getting the supplies 
from the ships in San Carlos Bay 
(“Bomb Alley” to those who were there) 
to the troops ashore, meant that the 
British frequently had to fight with in¬ 
sufficient supplies of ammunition. 

In one action, the Royal Marines im¬ 
provised a way around a shortage of 
hand grenades. They cleared Argentines 
out of buildings by throwing in grenades 
which had their pins still in them, yelling 
“grenade” for effect. The Argentines, 
not taking the time to closely examine 
the grenades, promptly went out the 
windows into the arms of the Marines, 
who then recovered the unused grenade 
for the next performance. 

The British General Purpose Machine 
Gun, a ?.62mm weapon similar to the 
U.S. M60, was forced into service as an 
air-defense weapon for the fleet. Ships 
from the carrier Hermes down to land¬ 
ing craft sported improvised GPMG 
nests. The landing ships Intrepid and 
Fearless and the liner Canberra (“the 
great white whale of Bomb Alley,” still 
in its cruising paint) reportedly bristled 
with GPMGs. The sheer weight of fire 
from these guns helped deter Argentine 
air attacks and reportedly accounted for 
several Mirage and Sky Hawk kills. The 
only drawback was that the troops, 
when they landed, took their GPMGs 
with them. 

H.M.S, Fearless filled this air-defense 
gap with another improvisation.: the hel 
ilift of a captured twin 35mm anti-air¬ 
craft gun from Goose Green soon after 
it was taken. Other captured weapons 
were also used against their former own¬ 
ers. They included .50-caliber M2 
Browning machine guns and sophisti¬ 
cated American Starlight Scope night- 
vision equipment. 

Poor maintenance hindered the use of 
some captured weapons; one British par¬ 
atrooper complained that a captured Ar¬ 
gentine rifle was so dirty and rusty that it 
required two hours’ cleaning before it 
was usable. 

The greatest improvisation of all, 
however, was the use of merchant ships 
to support the Royal Navy. Without 


70 SOLDIER OE FORTUNE 


AUGUST/83 





































these ships, the task force would not 
have been possible. Three container 
ships, Atlantic Conveyor, Atlantic 
Causeway and Contender Bezant , be¬ 
came instant aircraft carriers, capable of 
fielding Harriers and helicopters. All the 
other merchant ships supporting the task 
force quickly received needed naval 
equipment, such as radios, helicopter 
pads, replenishment-at-sea fittings and 
jackstays within days of entering British 
shipyards. Any doubt that a strong mer¬ 
chant navy is needed for national securi¬ 
ty was put to rest by their remarkable 
showing in the Falklands. 

The impressive list of British improvi¬ 
sations goes on. The paratroopers used 
MILAN anti-tank guided missiles to 
knock out machine guns at Darwin. The 
navy put quickly-made jammers into 
Lynx anti-submarine helicopters to 
guard against anti-ship missiles and 
pulled the Search Water radar out of a 
Nimrod Airborne Early Warning Air¬ 
craft and installed it in two Sea King hel¬ 
icopters; this adaptation was completed, 
however, too late to see action. 

The air force rigged its Vulcan bomb¬ 
ers to carry Shrike anti-radiation missiles 
and updated its electronic-warfare 
equipment with systems pulled out of 
bombers stationed in Germany. The pri¬ 
orities of combat allowed British mili¬ 
tary commanders to circumvent slow 
bureaucratic procedures and make ex¬ 
pedient experiments. 

The Argentines also produced a few 


NEW!! — Original West-German Military Equipment! 

German Traditional Air Force Flight Jacket, Air Force-greyblue, kid-leather, signal- 
orange sateen lining, a very rugged, but elegant garment, with or without emblem. 
(Order your American sizes even chest sizes 34-50). $170.00. 

W-German Paratrooper Boot (tradifionot like in WWII), black water-proof grease 
leather, toe-protection steel cap, leather-lined onkle padding, leather instep sole, 
leather sole, leather intermediate insole, special nonskid jumping outsole, oil-acid- 
proof, waterproof, supporting heel cap, padded leather tongue. A really rugged ond 
comfortable boot of top quolity. Sizes: 6-13. $100.00. 

German Paratrooper Beret, ruby-colored with emblem (like in WWII: swooping down 
eogle). Sizes: 634-7%. $22.00. 

Black German Mountain Trooper Boots, grained grease leather, toe-pratection steel cap, 
supporting heelcop, protective special leather-lined onkle podding, padded leother 
tangue, upper edge leather-lined padding, leather instepsole, leather insole, leather- 
intermediate insole, special climbing autsole with special nonskid hiking profile, oil-acid- 
proof, a boot produced with centuries old German mountoin and military experience, 
most popular with the U.S. Spec. Forces in Germany. Sizes: 6-13. $115.00. 

German Mountain Trooper Knickers, heavy, teorproof moleskin moteridl, stone-grey 
olive. 5 pockets, 2 cargo pockets bellowed, anti-infro-red treated. Sizes: 34-46. Order 
with trouser waist and body height! German Mountain Trooper stockings, fitting the 
trousers, 45% wool, 55% dolon, high quality. Sizes: 8-13. $32.00. 





German WWI Official Militory Wrist Watch. "08/15 Military Automatic" (produced by 
the same producer as in WWII). Its ruggedness and quality are legendory. It's 
automatic, shows date, has 25 jewels, inca-bloc works, stainless steel-case and steel 
back, proven waterproof at depths of 164 feet, shockproof. $65.00. Guarantee: 1 year. 


German Military Binoculars with groduated dial, absolute¬ 
ly woter and shockproof, olive-green armor-bodied, multi- 
cootedi with single grafting, when adjusted to 98 feet 
they’re sharp up to infinity without extra adjustment. 
Supposed to be the world’s best binoculars, most popular 
with U.S. Soldiers in Germany. 8x30 $290.00. 7x50 $280.00. 
10x50 $300.00. 8x56 $300.00 (8x56 only with out graticule). 
Eoch binocular has 5 Year guarantee! 



All Orders Shipped Within 24 Hours! Satisfaction Guaranteed ar your money back, if merchandise is returned 
within 30 doys in original condition! Payment: Pay with your order! Send order check, American Express, 
include appropriate shippping costs (postage, packaging, insurance): 

Orders up to $10. .$4.00 Orders up to $35 ;.$7.50 Orders up to $70... .$11.50 

Orders up to $20.$6.00 Orders up to $50..$9.00 Orders over $70.$13.50 

Send $3.50 far complete cotalog! Phone Orders Monday-Friday, 5 a.m.-l p.m. by calling 01149-8856-2219. 


Wolfram Deibel • BahnhofstraBe 19a • 8122 Penzberg • West Germany 


THE 

STREET 

FIGHTER'S 



GEORGE CARPENTER 


LIVE AND LET DIEI 

Learn the skills that have maimed or killed more adversaries than all "martial arts” forms combined. A virtual encyclopedia 
on how to punch, gouge, kick, rip and literally DESTROY the most vicious opponent, this book is written by a man who’s best¬ 
seller on the subject is so thoroughly savage that it is banned in Canada. Now, available for the first time in SOF, THE 
STREETFIGHTER’S GUIDE is written by a STREETFIGHTER, who’s learned and used his deadly art in the streets, alleys and 
lockups (as opposed to armchair commando instructors who have not). He shows you what works In real combat, as com¬ 
pared to some commonly taught nonsense that can get you killed. Combining moves that are as deadly as they are easily 
learned, the author teaches you to cripple and/or kill...so that you will survive. You don’t have the full story on hand-to-hand 
combat until you have this book. Not for the squeamish. Profusely illustrated. $14.95 


VENGEANCE 
...you say? 



This new work makes other harassment books look 
like overpriced Boy Scout manuals. Truly the origi¬ 
nal Master of Mayhem, the author wrote a re¬ 
venge best-seller in 1979 that makes ail other books 
on the topic look tame. Why merely annoy your 
enemy, when you can use ferocious, mind-blowing 
tactics on those who rate a special place on your 
list? Now fix your sights on life’s menagerie of 
malicious scumbags...be it a nasty neighbor, ex¬ 
boss or coworker, fickle lover, rip-off landlord or 
merchant...and give them the lesson of their lives! 
No Revenge library is complete without this all-new 
arsenal! $12.95 

A rare insight into the mechanics of the un¬ 
derworld ’‘hit." Common misconceptions are 
refuted, as the tools and tricks of the professional 
killer’s trade are revealed. Which weapons are IN 
FACT preferred for specific jobs (models & calibers) 
of firearms; edged & pointed weapons; manual & 
chemical kills etc.) Topics include stalking and set¬ 
ting up the quarry; faking victim’s suicide; kidnap¬ 
ping by ruse or force; hits disquised as robberies 
J or accidents & other ploys. Disposal or destruction 
1 of weapons and bodies...and more. $10.00 

NEW Burglary Made Simple ....510.00 

J3QOkSe Torture, Interrogation & Execution......512,95 


THE 


HITMAN'S 

HANDBOOK 





Learn the deadly art of urban firearm defense, that can make any adver¬ 
sary fall dead in a burst of gunfire. The only book you'll ever need on the 
subject, topics range from choosing the right handgun or shotgun for the 
right job; to the deadliest ammo; to ALL NEW shootout methods recom¬ 
mended by police and SWAT teams (ihcludlng new aiming point and 
stance). Which Is best for you ... a revolver or automatic., , ar shotgun, 
and why? What model or caliber will best drop the enemy In his tracks? It’s 
all revealed here, and more. Forget what you’ve heard and learn what 
works $ 10.00 


EUREKA PUBLICATIONS 

3010 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Santa Monica, CA 90404 


Also Send For 
Free Book List 


Addrew _ 
City_ 


_ Stale™ 


-Tip — 


Remember All Titles Are For Entertainment Reading Only 
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EATON 

SUPPLY, INC. 


34 95 


NEW 
FINGER 
DIAL FOR 
EASY 
LOADING! 


“SANFORD 50” 


DRUM MAGAZINE FOR 
RUGER 10/22™ RIFLE 


• HOLDS 50 ROUNDS 22 L.R. H.V. 

• EASY FINGER ASSIST LOADING 

• SNAPS RIGHT IN - NO FITTING 
NECESSARY 

• EXTREMELY RELIABLE 



N EW YOUR CHOICE 

LOW 
PRICE 


1495 


NEW! 


" CLEAR-SIDE” 

FULL VIEW OF 
ALL SHELLS 


25 ROUND MAGAZINE FOR 
RUGER 10/22™ RIFLE 


• MADE OF HIGH IMPACT NYLON 
& PLASTIC 

• PROVEN RELIABILITY—NO 
FITTING NECESSARY 

• ALL EATON MAGAZINES ARE 
GUARANTEED FOR 90 DAYS. 


10-SHOT 

10 ROUND 
MAGAZINE FOR 
RUGER MARK [ 
MARK II PISTOLS 

• BLUED STEEL 

• CHROMED FOLLOWER 
& BASE PLATE 

• FITS ALL RUGER 
PISTOLS 

10 95 

*10/22 is a Registered Trade Mark of Sturm Ruger& Co, Inc. 


SEE YOUR DEALER OR ORDER 
BY MAIL ADD $2.00 FOR 
SHIPPING/HANDLING CHARGE 

Prompt Delivery 




SEND CHECKS, MONEY ORDER, 
CERTIFIED CHECKS TO: 

EATON SUPPLY, INC. 

Dept B, Box 309, Atwood, CA 92601 

California Residents Add 6% Sales Tax 


useful improvisations. They turned 
C-130 Hercules transports into long- 
range bombers, and although they did 
not do much damage — one British 
tanker was hit with a dud bomb, one 
Liberian tanker bombed and later sunk 

— it was an interesting idea. At Port 
Stanley airfield, the Argentines were 
able to mislead the British as to the ef¬ 
fect of their airstrikes simply by painting 
bomb craters along the runway, with ap¬ 
propriate mounds of dirt alongside. An¬ 
other Argentine use of the paintbrush 
was less original: They painted the red 
cross on their ammunition dumps. 

The uniqueness of the Falklands War 

— it was different from any war fought 
in the immediate past or likely to be 
fought in the immediate future — does 
not diminish the applicability of the les¬ 
sons learned. Although some military 
analysts contend that little new informa¬ 
tion was learned, since the war rein¬ 
forced old wisdom, anyone concerned 
with the arms profession can ignore its 
lessons only at hrs or her peril. 

Anyone who judges a military power 
by the quantity of its weapons is being 
willfully ignorant. The Argentines had, 
by and large, weapons comparable to 
the British. Yet, on the battlefield, they 
were repeatedly dislodged from well-for¬ 
tified positions by numerically inferior 
British infantry. 

Although Argentina had the weapons, 
its troops lacked everything else. They 
lacked tactics, whereas the British had 
refined their skill all over the world. 
They lacked training, whereas the Brit¬ 
ish had trained constantly for fighting in 
conditions just as rigorous as the Falk¬ 
lands. They lacked physical fitness, in 
contrast to the Royal Marines who car¬ 
ried 120-pound packs across 50 frozen 
miles. Perhaps most importantly, they 
lacked cohesion and leadership. 

As expected in an army oriented 
toward internal security, Argentine of¬ 
ficers are basically political and not 
greatly concerned with conventional 
warfare. The British officer is not only 
highly trained and educated, but he does 
not ask his men to do anything that he 
would not do himself. Marine colonels 
humped 120-pound packs alongside 
their men; Lt. Col. “H.” Jones led his 
lead platoon at the Battle of Goose 
Green and was killed attacking an Ar¬ 
gentine machine-gun position. 

In contrast, Argentine officers shot a 
few of their own men in the foot to en¬ 
courage others, and then ran for the rear. 
Certainly, there were a number of compe¬ 
tent Argentine officers, but the angry 
conscripts who roamed Port Stanley the 
day before and after the surrender didn't 
threaten to kill British, but rather the of¬ 
ficers who had betrayed them. 

Nor is heroism enough in modern 
war. The pilots of the Argentine Mir¬ 
ages, Neshers and Skyhawks won the re¬ 
spect of the British for their fearless, 
headlong attacks. Yet, while they sank 
several ships and killed many people, the 



This Knife May 
Save Your life! 


Watertight 
hollow han- 
.dle contains the 
four essentials for 
survival: a 20” wire 
saw for shelter buil¬ 
ding; matches for fire 
making; hooks, line 
needles and snare wire for 
food gathering, and is sealed 
by a liquid-filled luminous compass 
for direction finding. OR add what 
you want! 6" stainless steel blade 
(RH57); 4 V 2 ” aluminum alloy handle; 
weighs nine oz.; with leather sheath. 


Send $39.95 plus $3.00 Shipping &: Handling 
to: 

LIFEKNIFE, INC. 

Box 771 Dept. SF8 
Santa Monica, CA 90406 

MONEY BACK GUARANTFF 
Cali!, res add 6' 


NUMBAH ONE T-SHIRTS 

"NO LIE Gl" 


GET SOME! 
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Argentine Air Force could not change 
the course of battle. Its aircraft were too 
short-ranged and they lacked all the ex¬ 
tras — what is called “force multipliers” 
in the trade — of droptanks, tanker sup¬ 
ports, air-sea rescue support and elec¬ 
tronic-warfare equipment, as well as 
adequate tactics and training, which re¬ 
sulted in their high dud rate and their 
failure to shoot down any British planes. 
It is good to be respected by your enemy, 
but it is better to beat him. 

The infantryman remains the ultimate 
weapon. All of the efforts of the British 
were devoted to putting infantry on the 
islands, and keeping them there until 
they physically removed the Argentines 
from what they had taken. The weapons 
of the British soldier — the 7.62mm SLR 
rifle, the 7.62mm GPMG, the 81mm 
mortar — all proved adequate to the 
tests of modern warfare even though the 
same Argentine systems failed because 
of poor maintenance and tactics — or 
just plain ignorance. 

Even the simplest weapons were put to 
deadly use. The 1st Battalion, 7th Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles, suf¬ 
fered no KIAs when they took Mount 
William because patrols had gone for¬ 
ward first to silently take out the Argen¬ 
tine observation posts by cutting the oc¬ 
cupants’ throats with the kukri , the tra¬ 
ditional Gurkha fighting knife. To their 
right, on Tumbledown Mountain, one 
Scots Guard major, leading his company 
in a close assault, dispatched an Argen¬ 
tine with the bayonet. Those who allow 
fascination with modern high-tech¬ 
nology weaponry — which proved to be 
important in the Falklands — to blind 
them to the basics are going to pay for 
ignoring the lesson of the Falklands. 

Essentially, the battle for the Falklands 
shows that wars do not always follow the 
scenarios advanced during peacetime. 
Nor will the weapons you encounter be 
the ones you have been trained to oppose. 
In a world situation that is becoming 
more fractured and less stable each year, 
a military force must be ready for any¬ 
thing, not just those contingencies that 
planners consider most likely. 

The Falklands War also shows that if 
the deterrence strategy is to apply to 
non-nuclear wars, then we must main¬ 
tain the forces as well as the will and 
ability to respond to aggression. Argen¬ 
tina obviously thought the British had 
neither the forces nor the will to respond 
to its invasion. The Argentines must 
have assumed Britain would be as impo¬ 
tent as the United States had been during 
the Iran hostage crisis. They guessed 
wrong, a mistake that caused a stupid, 
preventable war that cost many lives. 

Maybe the Falklands’ most valuable 
lesson is that of a warning: Many of to¬ 
day’s decision-makers are not bound by 
the rules of statecraft, diplomacy or 
common decency that we take for 
granted. The Soviet Union has success¬ 
fully acted with impunity because it is a 
superpower. The Ayatollah’s Iranian re¬ 


gime got away with its actions because 
no one stopped it. All the good will in 
the world and the diplomatic efforts of 
the British, American and Peruvian gov¬ 
ernments and the United Nations did not 
shift the Argentines from the Falklands. 
British infantry finally did that. 

The weapons of the Falklands are thus 
instructive not only in tactics and tech¬ 
nology, but in showing that there are 
times when such weapons must be used. 
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RANGER 
BUSH 
HAT 


95 ppd 

Developed for the military in the Vietnam war, the Ranger 
Bush Hat in popular camouflage pattern is an excellent 
hat for hunters, campers or hikers. 50% nylon/50 „ cot¬ 
ton. Four wire mesh ventilators in crown, plus a Va" wide 
nylon webbed band with loops for adding natural 
camouflage. Floppy brim, 3" wide. Adjustable nylon chin 
strap. Hand washable. Available in sizes Small (7), 
Medium (7V4), Large (7V2), and X-Large (7 3 A). We honor 
VISA and MasterCard, Moneyback Guarantee. 

PeS Sate, Dept. J-83 
P.O. Box 1600, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
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Moeller 

Handcrafted Knives 
R.R. 3, Thornton, Ontario, 

Canada LOL 2N0 

AVAILABLE IN BLACK OR MIRROR POLISH . 




THE SOLDIER 

U.S. Army’s Finest! 

Full Color Detail 

Available in— 

Airborne • Ranger • Special Forces 

1.00 from each figure head 
donated in your name to “The 
National League of Families of 
American Prisoners in Southeast 
Asia”. Receive a certificate 
showing your support. 


actual 


Indicate: Ranger Q Engraving Info (2 lines) 

Airborne Div. # _ _ 

Sp. Forces Grp. #_ _ 


Figure Head 24,95 
With Mahogany Base 34.95 

(engraving free) 

2.00 ea. shipping Calif. Res. 6% tx. 

To Order: Send name and address with cash, check 
or money order to— 

Gladiator, P.O. Box 1000-405 Dept. S(8), Westminister, CA 92683 
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COMMAND© Exclusive Crystal Cover Strap! 

WATCHBAIMB 




Protects your watch and 
conceals nighttime glow. 

Heavy-Duty, Mil-Spec Web, l 3 /-*". Sewn 
with nylon thread. Nearly indestruct- 
able and will not rot. Velcro® Hook-n- 
Loop closures secure the Cover and our 
unique Double-locking wrist band will 
not come off even under stress. 
Washable. Measure wrist to nearest %" 
and specify color. Olive, Black, Sage 
Green, Navy. 

#CB1, $5.50 


BRIGADE’S KNIFE POUCH 

A fitting accessory for most pocket knives. Made of the 
same material as our Commando Watchband. Regular size 
fits most pocket knives and all width belts. Velcro® 
protective flap keeps knife safe and ready when you need 
it. Olive, Black, Navy, Sage. 

#PCH1, Regular $3.95 

#PCH2, Extra Large for Buck size knives. 

#PGH3, for Swiss Champion, Specify type. Olive, Black, 
fust $4.95. 


NYLON COMMANDO FIELD WALLET 

Rugged nylon packcloth wallet with Velcro® closure. 5 
inside pockets for bills, I.D. and credit cards. Water 
repellent, washable & comfortable. A must for any 
outdoors person. Choose Olive, Camouflage, Black,j 
Brown, Blue, Green or Divers’ Red. 

#NWT-79, $7.95 




Brigade-- 

Quartermasters, Ltd. 

266-SF Roswell Street 
Marietta, GA 30060 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. Send Check, Money 
Order or Charge to Visa or Mastercard. Include $1.50 
Postage & Handling Fee for all U.S.A. Zip Code 
Addresses. Foreign Orders must request Postage Rates. 
Sorry, No C.O.D/s. 

Charge Phone Orders To Your Bankcard 
Call (404) 428-1234 
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Exploring one major tunnel complex 
between the Ho Bo Woods and the Fil- 
hol rubber plantation in late January, 
tunnel rats unearthed a valuable cache 
of VC intelligence documents. 

Said one American officer, Richard 
Knowles, “This is by far the most im¬ 
portant one yet.” 

The documents included detailed 
maps of the Saigon and Tan Son Nhut 
area, diagrams of U.S. billets in Saigon 
and blueprints for future terrorist raids. 
The documents proved that the tunnel 
rats had found Military Region IV head¬ 
quarters, one of Cedar Falls’ principal 
objectives. 

“You’ve got to hand it to those little 
guys [the VC],” one engineer said. 
“They’ve been working on this one a 
long time. It’s going to kill them when 
we blow it all up.” 

When Cedar Falls ended on 26 
January, American commanders called 
it “an operation with a difference.” 
Maj. Gen. William De Puy, one of the 
principal architects of American strategy 
in Vietnam, declared it “a decisive turn¬ 
ing point in the III Corps area; a tremen¬ 
dous boost to the morale of the Viet¬ 
namese government and army; and a 
blow from which the VC in this area may 
never recover.” In addition to the 
number of VC killed — 775 — the Ar¬ 
my’s seizure of VC headquarters and the 
destruction of so many of their tunnels 
and fortifications dealt the enemy a 
substantial logistical setback. 

Transformation of the Triangle into a 
free fire zone, in which artillery and air 
strikes could be made without prior ap¬ 
proval of the GVN or warning to its in¬ 
habitants, did not deter the VC from 
filtering back to reoccupy the jungle and 
rebuild their bases. Lt. Gen. (later Gen.) 
Bernard Rogers, Army historian for 
Cedar Falls, has written: “It was not 
long before there was evidence of the 
enemy’s return. Only two days after the 
termination of Cedar Falls, I was check¬ 
ing out the Iron Triangle by helicopter 
and saw many persons who appeared to 
be Viet Cong riding bicycles or wander¬ 
ing around on foot.” 

As for Ben Sue, the razing of the 
village amounted to a blatant admission 
that the GVN was not up to pacification 
even in an area so close to Saigon. In ef¬ 
fect, all the government of South Viet¬ 
nam acquired from Ben Sue was a devas¬ 
tated forest and a horde of hostile refu¬ 
gees. An American colonel summed up 
Ben Sue with regret: “To tell you the 
truth, I don’t think we can afford any 
more Ben Sues.” 

Gen. Westmoreland’s scarch-and- 
destroy strategy came to the Mekong 
Delta by 1967. Earlier in the war, Lt. 
Cmdr. Nguyen Thanh Chau of the 
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NEW FROM PHOENIX!! T-shirts 

shown below are $7.95 each. POW/MIA T- 
shirt is $8.95. '82 Convention shirt is $5.95 

GET YOUR NEW SHIRTS NOW!! 



BEIRUT 






DIPLOMACY 


CENTRAL AMERICA 



CltARiimi VI IMS 


'82 CONVENTION 



POW/MIA avail, in red or black 


SOF Ring — This SOF logo ring 
is high quality stainless steel — 
scratches just buff out! Make 
this a must for your collection! 
Assorted sizes available. 

— $47.95 



T-SHIRTS! — Buy one for yourself and one for a 
friend! T-shirts are a cotton/poly mix. All shirts 
below are available in white or black with 
contrasting printing. All are illustrated along with 
the message. 

2A — Be A Man Among Men — Jain the Rhodesian Army — $7.95 
2B — Soldier of Fortune (with logo) — $7.95 
2C — Airborne Death from Above — $7.95 
2D — Southeast Asia — $7.95 
2E — Terrorism Stops Here! — $7.95 

2F — Patience My Ass — I'm Going Out and Kill Something! — $7.95 

2G — Peace Through Superior Firepower — $7.95 

2H — Nuke Iran — $4.95 

2J — Apocalypse — $7.95 

2K — Death Rides A Pale Horse — $7.95 

2L — What Price Now, Opec! — $7.95 

2M — Mercenaries Do It For Profit — $7.95 

2N — Death to Tyrants — $7.95 

20 — Soldier of Fortune 1st Annual Convention (white only) — $4.95 
2P — Soldier of Fortune 2nd Annual Convention (white only) — $5.95 
2R — Special Forces — Living By Chance, Loving by Choice, Killing by 
Profession — $8.95 

2S — Marines — Let Me Win Yaur Hearts ond Minds or I'll Burn Your 
Damn Huts Down — $8.95 
2T — RLI — 1st Commando — $7.95 
2U — CAMO Short Sleeve T-shirt (na printing) — $7.95 
2V — Support Afghan Freedom Fighters — $7.95 
2W — CAMO Long Sleeve T-shirt (no printing) — $7.95 
2X — CAMO Jagging Shorts — Green or Brown — $6.50 
3A — Angola Headhunters — SWA Border Patrol — $7.95 
3B — Rhodesian Foreign Legion — Southern Africa War Games, 
Second Place — $8.95 

3C — Advice to Every Terrorist.— $7.95 

3D — Soldier of Fortune Diver — $7.95 

3K — Vietnam — Vet, Vietnam Type, One Each — $8.95 

3L — Southeast Asia War Games — 2nd Place — $7.95 



Official SOF Beret and Badge! 
Maroon beret & SOF logo badge. 
Beret — $13.00 / Badge — $7.00 


SOF Lapel Pin —$2.50 each! 



BUTTONS!! Buy several for all your jackets, caps, 
etc.! These pin-on buttons are only $1.00 each! 

A— Soldier of Fortune 
B — Airborne: Death from Above 
C — Terrorism Stops Here! 

D— Patience My Ass, I'm Going Out & Kill Something! 
E — Peace Through Superior Firepower 
F — Mercenaries Do It For Profit 
G— Death To Tyrants! 

H — Vet, Vietnam Type, One Each 
j — I'd Rather Be Killing Communists! 


Mall to: PHOENIX ASSOCIATES, INC., Dept. B83, Box 687, Boulder, Co 80306 
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JEFF COOPER’S 

AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 

THE FIRST WITH THE MOST 
Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun—All Levels 

“CRISIS MANAGEMENT IN CLOSE-RANGE 
INTERPERSONAL CONFRONTATIONS” 

As the originators and developers of modern smallarms technique, we 
constitute the fountainhead of doctrine of personal weaponcraft. 

Eighteen firing ranges, arm’s length to 1000 
meters—three indoor simulators—twenty-four 
expert instructors—seven qualified range 
masters—a complete gunsmithy on the ranch. 

Our perfected training methods combine the 
discipline essential to safety with cordial, 
personal contact in an atmosphere of helpful 
comradeship. Our aim is to expand the 
individual self-confidence of each client to the 
point where he can enjoy a degree of peace of 
mind rarely known in today’s hazardous 
environment. 

Student-teacher ratio is never more than four-to-one in range work, and over 
half our practical instruction is conducted with one coach for each pupil. 

Write Dept. SF8 for information. AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
Send $2.00 for API brochure. p au lden, Arizona 86334 

A DEGREE FROM API IS 
EVIDENCE OF MEMBERSHIP 
IN THE SOCIETY 
OF THE ADEPT. 





THE FI -A2 " MINI-14 

The F1-A2™ Mini-14 Folding Stock is the only folder on the 
market that is made to military specifications. It’s glass filament, 
structural nylon stock body is impervious to impacts, chemicals and 
temperature extremes from-220° F to +530°F, The locking mechanism 
and all other metal parts are 4140 carbon steel, heat- treated to 
28+R -with an absolutely tight lock-up. Length of pull is 14M", and 
castoff and drop rate are engineered to give the F1-A2 the 
point-ability and feel of a finely made custom stock. Blue finish, 
$114.95. Stainless finish, $124.95. Please include $4.00 for shipping 
in the continental U.S, (The FI -A2 fits 181 -183 series and can be 
adapted to 180 series.) 

Mini-14 Ventilated Plastic Handguard Genuine Ruger 
AC556K military handguard with metal liners, $13,50 + $1.00 
postage. 

Mini-14 Flash Hider/Bayonet Lug/Sight Assembly for the 

Mini-14. This unit is identical in appearance to the M-14 front sight 
assembly, takes the M-14 bayonet, and is machined from 4140 steel. 
It fits standard length or shortened barrels and can be pinned or silver 
soldered on. The BIG NEWS is that this flash hider reduces muzzle 
flash by 99% and functions as a partial muzzle brake. Blue finish, 
$34.95 ppd. Stainless, $39,95 ppd. 


Send For Our New Catalog! Send $5.00 (refundable 
with order) for our new catalog of combat weaponry 
and related accessories. 


411 Main Street/Jefferson, South Dakota 57038/605-966-5382 Dept. XN 


South Vietnamese Navy and his boats’ 
crews had been out in the Delta a hun¬ 
dred times, patrolling its maze of inland 
waterways ranging from man-made ca¬ 
nals and irrigation ditches to flood-swol¬ 
len rivers, creeks and tidal bayous. 

The job of Chau and his 25th River 
Assault Group, a motley flotilla of 
junks, sampans and old French patrol 
boats equipped with heavy armor, can¬ 
nons, machine guns and mortars could 
have been cause for despair. Chau’s as¬ 
sault group was part of a navy force of 
9,000 officers and men and 600 small 
vessels responsible for preventing some 
82,000 VC from using the Mekong’s 
3,500 miles of waterway for transporting 
men and supplies and for raids on rural 
outposts and villages. 

Despite formidable odds, Chau and 
his unit earned distinction in the dan¬ 
gerous game of disrupting VC water 
traffic and harassing their river bases. 
Chau, born in the Delta district, knew 
virtually every bridge, every bend in the 
waterways, every possible crossing point 
for VC guerrillas. His shrewd knowledge 
of the terrain and his tenacity in pur¬ 
suing the VC paid off in enemy casual¬ 
ties. In 1965, while losing only two 
boats, five killed and eight wounded, 
Chau and his crew racked up hundreds 
of VC kills, 33 in one operation alone. 

The effectiveness of Chau’s Assault 
Group, however, was not typical of 
South Vietnamese naval operations in 
the Delta. Army dominance of the South 
Vietnamese General Staff left its sister 
service, the navy, a chronically poor re¬ 
lation. As a result, the Mekong’s river 
assault force performed under a variety 
of handicaps: outdat ed vessels and infer¬ 
ior equipment, lack of funding, shoddy 
training and a shortage of personnel. 
Mediocre leadership, internal corruption 
and low status exacerbated the problem. 
Navy contingents, particularly in the 
Delta’s high-risk environment, adopted 
a “stay-out-of-troubJe” attitude toward 
the VC. Yet, overly cautious and unpro¬ 
ficient navy patrols were bushwhacked 
and mauled by well-trained, highly moti¬ 
vated VC guerrillas. 

The GVN evinced concern over in¬ 
creasing VC activity in the Delta, but 
had been resisting MACV’s desire to 
engage U.S. forces there. With their 
wont for big sweeps and enormous fire¬ 
power, large American units operating 
in the Delta, Saigon feared, could result 
in heavy civilian casualties and economic 
damage. Five million people, one-third 
of the country’s population, crowded 
onto the Delta’s arable tend to a density 
of 200 per square kilometer. It was also 
South Vietnam’s agricultural heartland 
and one of the world’s most fertile rice 
bowls. Yet accepting the status quo in 
the Delta could have amounted to polit¬ 
ical as well as economic suicide. 

The VC were taking a steadily larger 
“cut” of the Delta’s rich rice crop. After 
hitting a high of four million metric tons 
in 1963, the amount of rice reaching 
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BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 A lbs. Fits easily 


under T-shirt. 



Front & Back Protector $150.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels. $27.50 ppd. 


Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) ’ 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 


HOW TO FIND 

GOLD NUGGETS 


ELECTRONICALLY 



Finding gold nuggets or coins is now 
made easy with a new patented gold finding 
detector. Before with other detectors it 
was virtually impossible because of inter¬ 
ference from black sand. This new detector 
is unaffected by black sand and can detect 
pinhead size gold nuggets at g.eat range. 
Its maximum range is 17 feet. It is very 
lightweight and has perfect balance. One 
of our customers who had tried five other 
makes and couldn't find a single nugget 
now reports finding up to six nuggets in 
one hour with his Gardiner detector. 
Recently a 400 ounce gold nugget was 
found with a detector. Free catalog. 

GARDINER ELECTRONICS 

Dept. 11 • 4729 N. 7th Ave. • Phoenix, AZ 85013 


FREE 

AFGHANISTAN 


Saigon had declined in 1966 to three mil¬ 
lion, making expensive importation 
from the United States necessary. While 
the VC fed off Mekong rice, thousands 
in Saigon endured scarcity and higher 
prices. By the end of 1966, the GVN’s 
fear of losing the Delta finally out¬ 
weighed its reluctance. Americans were 
invited to the Delta war. 

The accumulated effects of South 
Vietnamese neglect of the Delta com¬ 
bined with stepped-up VC guerrilla ac¬ 
tivity would not be easily rolled back by 
MACV. Against deteriorating resis¬ 
tance, the VC consolidated their hold on 
about one third of the Delta’s popula¬ 
tion and threatened tp expand it. In An 
Xuyen Province, government forces 
controlled less than four percent of the 
land. MACV also reported that 35 per¬ 
cent of all VC attacks on the GVN oc¬ 
curred in the Delta’s IV Cprps Tactical 
Zone. To a worried American staff, it 
looked as if the VC, unless countered 
quickly, were going to wrest the Delta 
from the GVN for good. 

The tactical and logistical limitations 
peculiar to the Delta — a waterlogged 
terrain of waterways interlacing paddies 
and swamps, few roads and inadequate 
bridges — required a fresh approach to 
the use of American troops there' Out¬ 
side the Delta, American ground forces 
had already experienced one Vietnam in¬ 
novation, search and destroy by heli¬ 
copter. Now, the combat units of the 
U.S. 9th Infantry Division, the first unit 
to be stationed permanently in the Delta, 
were in for another — search and de¬ 
stroy by boat. 

MACV called this unusual marriage 
of Army and Navy the Mobile Riverine 
Force (MRF). While the Navy operated 
the riverine vessels, the Army was re¬ 
sponsible for conducting on-shore com¬ 
bat operations. Riverine warfare was not 
entirely new to the American military. 
The Marines conducted riverine opera¬ 
tions against the Seminole Indians in the 
Florida Everglades from 1837 to 1842, 
and the Navy along the Yangtze River in 
China from 1927 to 1932. The Army and 
Navy teamed up for riverine fighting 
along the Mississippi during the Civil 
War, and again in the Philippines as 
recently as World War II. But the vast 
size of the 26,000-square-mile Mekong 
Delta was a monumental test for 
MACV’s riverine concept. 

The riverine force MACV deployed in 
early 1967 incorporated two chief com¬ 
ponents of Westmoreland’s search-and- 
destroy philosophy: troop mobility and 
superior firepower. Two of the 9th In¬ 
fantry Division’s three brigades would 
be based at permanent shore facilities at 
Ben Cat east of Saigon and in the vicini¬ 
ty of My Tho, the capital of Dinh Tuong 
Province. The fiver base constructed 
near My Tho was itself a logistical tri¬ 
umph. Army engineers, under occasion¬ 
al enemy fire, excavated flooded rice 
paddies as a basin for river craft, while 
hydraulic dredges sucked up sand from 


COUNTERFEIT GUNS EXACT SIZE WORK¬ 
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GERMAN HJ YOUTH KNIFE 

C07G-05-09 $20 (3.00) 


FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
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MEDALS & BADGES 



PERFECT REPLICAS 
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BRITISH WWII RAF OR 
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DEALER 

INQUIRIES 

INVITED 


'->4 
WORN AND 
ENDORSED BY 
BUSHNELL 
SPORTS 
COUNCIL 

BUSHflELL 


uraog G/A\ra® 


□S 


It works! It’s super silent, 
invisible, comfortable, versatile, 
and tough. Try it! In fact, try 
to wreck it! For free test results 
and complete product information 
write or call today 


CAMO SYSTEM 


CALL TOLL FREE 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

1 - 800 - 328-5900 

in MN 507-454-4381 

tuinona 
sportswear 
inc 


See pour local dealer or mail this coupon 


City ____ 

State _ 

Winona Sportswear, Inc. 
904 East Second Street 
Winona, MN 55987 


_ Zip_ 

Dept. 281 


VALOR SPORTS 

800 STREETS RUN ROAD, PITTSBURGH, PA 15236 
PHONE: (412) 884-1333 



Style; The Protector D100 (self defenders that look like dress gloves) 
Material: Deerskin leather 

Lining: Unlined 

Const.: Standard Lock Machine Inseam Stitching (Nylon Thread) 

Color Black 

Sizes: S M L XL 





FLAT SAPS 

Midget - $13.50 
Junior - $16.00 
Texan - $17.00 
Big John-$31.50 
Denver - $13.50 


7982 - $11.95 
7980 - $11.95 
796 - $14.50 
211 - $14.50 
Penns - $17.50 
720 - $17.00 
666 - $12.50 
Convoy - $ 17.50 



PAPERWEIGHT 

In Aluminum - $4.95 
Or Brass - $6.95 


Money Orders, Cashalr Checks, Shipped Same Day 
Personal Checks Will Be Held for 30 Days 


All items post paid, continental U S. gnly 

All others add shipping Catalogs $1.00 


the river bottom to form 640 acres of dry 
fill for the base site. Westmoreland per¬ 
sonally selected the name for the base to 
symbolize American and South Viet¬ 
namese cooperation: “Dong Tam" 
which in Vietnamese means “unite 
hearts and minds.” 

The third brigade was housed off¬ 
shore aboard U.S. Navy barracks ships 
and barges able to weigh anchor and 
move to other locations. To support riv¬ 
erine units aboard the floating base there 
was a squadron of repair, salvage and 
supply ships. The tactical element of the 
mobile flotilla, the river assault squad¬ 
ron, included a variety of craft: troop 
carriers, command vessels, gunboats and 
refuelers. The offensive flotilla was to be 
preceded by minesweepers and escorted 
by armored boats, called monitors 
(which resembled the Civil War craft of 
the same name), that packed 81mm mor¬ 
tars, 20mm cannons and M79 grenade 
launchers. Artillery barges, helicopters 
and fixed-wing aircraft were available 
for fire support and air reconnaissance. 

The riverine force proved its worth in 
the Delta’s intensifying guerrilla war. 
Previously inviolate VC bases, in the 
Plain of Reeds, the Rung Sat Special 
Zone (a huge swamp) and the Cau Mau 
Peninsula, unapproachable by land, 
were now within striking distance of ag¬ 
gressive and mobile riverine units. Hefty 
American river patrols also provided 
security for commercial traffic, reduced 
VC access to population centers and 
food-producing areas, and interrupted 
critical VC communications and supply 
routes. But even such a significant dent 
in VC activity did not break the guer¬ 
rillas’ grip on the countryside. Once 
more, as in Quang Tri and the Iron Tri¬ 
angle, search and destroy faced a flexible 
enemy, ready to evade, mass for large at¬ 
tacks, or revert to raiding and ambush. 

Operation Coronado V, launched 15 
September 1967, demonstrated search 
and destroy “riverine style.” 

Following reports that the VC 514th 
Local Force Battalion was in the Cam 
Son area of Dinh Tuong Province, the 
riverine command devised a plan to trap 
the enemy and destroy his fortifications 
there. Col. Bert David, in command of 
Coronado V, intended to crush the 
514th between riverine forces landing on 
the Rach Ba Rai River in Central Cam 
Son and the 5th Battalion, 60th Infan¬ 
try, moving overland from the north¬ 
east. So that the riverine force could 
reach the landing zones at beaches White 
One and Two without alerting the en¬ 
emy, Col. David ordered preparatory 
and reconnaissance fire withheld until 
the riverine assault craft could pass a 
wide curve in the Rach Ba Rai known as 
“Snoopy’s Nose.” 

On D-Day, at 0715, Lt. Col. Mercer 
Doty’s 3rd Bn., 60th Infantry, aboard 
the riverine flotilla, made its way swiftly 
up the Rach Ba Rai. Within minutes it 
was past Snoopy’s Nose, seemingly un¬ 
detected. At 0730, however, as the land- 
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ing craft approached White Two, the 
VC, from point-blank range on both 
sides of the river, unleashed rocket, au¬ 
tomatic-weapons and small-arms fire. 
With the heaviest fire coming from the 
east bank, the assault boats trained their 
cannons and machine guns in that direc¬ 
tion. In the smoke and confusion, one 
boat, forging ahead of the minesweep¬ 
ers, proceeded through a vicious 
crossfire to land at White Two. 

Col. Doty, observing from his com¬ 
mand helicopter the combined mobility 
of the assault craft and the one suc¬ 
cessful landing, wanted “full speed 
ahead.” But just before 0800 Doty’s 
Navy counterpart, Lt. Cmdr. “Dusty” 
Rhodes, aboard one of the support 
crafts for Doty’s unit, ordered all boats 
to turn back and reassemble downriver 
at beaches Red One and Two. His order 
was prompted by numerous casualties 
among boat crews and damage to mine¬ 
sweepers. Doty, the senior officer, even¬ 
tually got word to Rhodes to reverse 
course and “send in the troops.” 

While the 5th Battalion swept 
overland toward White One from the 
northeast, Doty’s battalion once more 
ventured upriver, again running a blaz¬ 
ing gauntlet of VC recoilless rifles, 
grenades an d machine guns. This time, 
despite the volume of fire, the convoy 
reached White One and Two. Casualties 
ran high, Company A reporting 18 
wounded in one platoon. 

Once ashore, the 3rd attacked in a 
southeasterly direction against tough 
enemy resistance, making contact with 
the 5th by early afternoon. To complete 
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the encirclement of the VC 514th, 
another battalion pushed north from 
Red One and Two, while the 2nd Bat¬ 
talion, 60th Infantry was lifted in by 
helicopter to take a blocking position on 
the southeastern rim of the circle. 

By nightfall, Doty’s battalion, unable 
to overcome VC resistance, dropped 
back to improve its defensive position. 
Riverine craft covered the enemy’s 
escape route westward across the river, 
assisted by an ARVN battalion on the 
west bank. Although air and artillery il¬ 
lumination was maintained over likely 
enemy concentrations, it was a relatively 
uneventful night for the American bat¬ 
talions camped in the slime and mud of 
Cam Son. Except for a brief flurry of 
fire between 0200 and 0400, all was quiet 
by dawn and no more VC were sighted. 
The sweep continued throughout the 
day, meeting only token resistance. 
Many of the VC had slipped away dur¬ 
ing the night. Coronado V was over. 

Coronado V was one of the sharpest 
actions yet for the riverine force, a rela¬ 
tively new factor in the Vietnam War. 
After two days of action, the VC lost 
213 killed. The Americans and South 
Vietnamese had casualties of 16 killed 
and 146 wounded. The disturbing num¬ 
ber of crewmen on the assault ships 
wounded by the VC’s B-40 and B-50 
rockets emphasized the need for more 
protective armor — and was an omen of 
things to come. 

In future operations, one of every 
three crewmen on the assault boats 
would be wounded at least once. 

During its “baptism by fire” in 1967, 


the Navy, like the Marines in Operation 
Hastings and the Army in Cedar Falls, 
was drawn into the battle against ap 
elusive enemy, in this case, the Viet 
Cong main-force units and guerrillas 
fighting in the watery terrain of the 
Mekong Delta. The Navy’s joint par¬ 
ticipation with the Army in the unique 
Mobile Riverine Force came to sym¬ 
bolize both the Navy’s substantial role in 
the war effort and the pressing need for 
the American military to adapt its re¬ 
sources and tactics to the “diverse bat¬ 
tlefields” of South Vietnam.^ 


Excerpted from America Takes Over, a 
volume in (he series The Vietnam 
Experienced I9S2 Boston Publishing 
Co .. Inc., M)6Dartmouth Street. Boston. 
MA 02116. All rjghts reserved. 
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SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


BENELLI 

Continued from page 57 


With the magazine loaded and the holt 
closed on an empty chamber, slap the but¬ 
ton sharply forward and outboard with the 
thumb of the right hand. This will mo¬ 
mentarily trip the cartridge retaining lever 
and a round will pop out of the magazine 
onto the lifter. Then retract the bolt and let 
it move forward, chambering the round. 

It works. Maybe not as fast as simply 
jacking the retracting handle on the Rem¬ 
ington 1100, but damn close. And it effec¬ 
tively counters the only major objection to 
the Benelli \s use by U.S. law enforcement 
agencies. Eventually, all Benellis imported 
into the States will feature this device as 
standard-issue. Until then you must make 
the retro-fit yourself. 

The Model 121 Ml Military/Pofice Ben- 
elli is finished for serious social purposes, 
not for display in a gun cabinet. The lower 
receiver, fore-end cap and trigger guard are 
fabricated from black anodized aluminum 
alloy. The lower receiver is black- 
enameled. After it starts to chip, paint 
stripper will remove the remainder, leaving 
only the matte-black anodizing. The beech- 
wood handguard and buttstock have been 
walnut-stained to look about as elegant as a 
bookshelf made from pine orange crates. 

But the modified-beavertail forearm and 
pistol-grip buttstock show thoughtful hu¬ 
man engineering. The thin, checkered butt- 
plate is black plastic. The barrel, magazine 
tube, upper receiver and all other steel 
parts have been phosphate-finished (Par- 
kerized). 

The 20-inch barrel is choked cylinder 
bore, which means no constriction at the 
muzzle end whatsoever. The bore and 
chamber are chrome-plated. The magazine 
holds seven shells. Barrel and magazine 
are held together at the muzzle end by a 
detachable clamp intended to provide sup¬ 
port for the long, extended magazine tube. 

After it has been removed during dis¬ 
assembly several times, the retaining screw 
will strip the threads of the sheet-metal 
clamp. Just pitch it in a ditch and order one 
of Garth Choate’s (Choate Machine and 
Tool Co., Jric., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 218, 
Bald Knob, AR 72010) sling swivel base- 
clamp kits for $5. It not only solves this 
minor irritation but comes with a set of 
heavy-duty non detachable 1.25-inch 
swivels to replace the puny .75-inch Eu¬ 
ropean-type swivels the Benelli afready 
has. While you’re at it, Choate’s butt 
swivel can be mounted on top of the butt¬ 
stock, if you prefer the increasingly 
popular submachine-gun-style carry for the 
scattergun. 

The common push-button safety is lo¬ 
cated in the usual place, at the rear of the 
trigger guard, but it offers small purchase 
for the Fingers. 

The front sight is a hefty Patridge type, 
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silver-soldered to the barrel. Peculiar and 
offensive-looking at first glance, the rear 
sight is really quite effective. Its strange, 
intemipted-half-moon shape is snag-proof 
and significantly speeds sight alignment 
and target acquisition. 

With no gas system and only eight com¬ 
ponents in the bolt unit, cleaning the Ben- 
elli is simplicity itself. To disassemble un¬ 
screw the fore-end cap and remove the 
handguard. Pull the barrel group forward 
and away from the lower receiver and mag¬ 
azine. Tug the bolt assembly back as far as 
it will go and lift out the firing pin stop. 
TTie firing pin and spring can now be freely 
withdrawn. Lift out the retracting handle 
and pull the entire breech block out the rear 
of the upper receiver. Take out the bolt’s 
locking bar and separate the bolt head and 
accumulator spring from the bolt body. 

To reassemble just repeat the above in 
the reverse order. The trigger group can be 
removed by drifting out its retaining roll- 
pin. I do not advise this since the trigger 
mechanism is sufficiently exposed for 
cleaning and roll-pins are usually difficult 
to remove without breakage. 

The Model 121 Ml weighs seven 
pounds, three ounces. Felt recoil is moder¬ 
ate. Those accustomed to gas-operated 
guns, such as the Remington 1100, may 
find it to be severe. Those used to firing 
barrel-recoiling shotguns like the Rem¬ 
ington Model 11 or Browning A-5 will 
consider felt recoil to be mild. 

No other shotgun comes close to the 
Benelli in speed of mechanical action. I 
have watched John Satterwhite (see “SOF 
Interviews Shotgun Wizard/’ SOF, Sept¬ 
ember ’81) fire this gun at cyclic rates 
approaching that of the M3 submachine 
gun (450 rpm). Recovery time between 
shots is equally rapid and multiple targets 
can be engaged with ease at ranges out to 
75 yards. 

Accuracy with the buckshot and rifled 
slug loads, for which cylinder bore is in¬ 
tended, is excellent. However, the ac¬ 
curacy potential of both factory-loaded and 
cast slugs from Lyman molds of recent 
vintage is not what it was several decades 
ago. Stung by industry-wide product- 
liability litigation, manufacturers have re¬ 
duced slug diameters, without notice, for 
fear they might be fired through full-choke 
barrels. 

Arguments still rage between proponents 
of Nos. 00, 0, 1 and 4 buckshot (9, 12, 16 
and 27 pellets, respectively, in 2.75-inch 
shells). There are convincing arguments 
for the use of each, but the U.S. military 
forces have generally stayed with No. 00. 
For indoor defensive purposes, I prefer the 
BB-size pellets. All buckshot sizes can 
penetrate two or more layers of sheet rock 
and result in injury to the very family 
members you are attempting to protect. 

I’ve fired several thousand rounds 
through my Benelli and have experienced 
no failures of any kind with good quality 
factory and reloaded ammunition. The 
Model 121 Ml should come very close to 
passing the most rigid military specifi¬ 
cations for reliability. 
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Shotguns reached their first prominence 
in the U.S. military during WWL Gen. 
John J. Pershing, commander of the Amer¬ 
ican Expeditionary Forces, had experience 
with the Winchester Model 1897 shotgun 
on the Mexican border just before the war. 
He anticipated its application to trench 
warfare and almost 30,000 shotguns were 
obtained for American use in France. The 
official trench gun, Model 1917, was a 12- 
gauge Winchester Model 1897 riot gun 
with a 20-inch cylinder bore barrel 
equipped with the Springfield Armory- 
designed ventilated-sleeve bayonet 
adapter. 

It should be made clear that Article 23 of 
tile annex to the Hague Convention No. IV 
of 18 October 1907 most certainly does not 
prohibit the use of shotguns or shotgun 
ammunition in warfare. 

During WWII, the U.S. Marine Corps 
made extensive and effective use of 
shotguns in the jungle campaigns of the 
Pacific islands. The terrain and tactics 
peculiar to the European and North African 
campaigns de-emphasized the shotgun’s 
role and there were few instances of their 
use in these theaters. 

After WWII, the British brought the 
shotgun to its zenith in the fierce jungle 
fighting of the war in Malaya. Detailed 
studies conducted during this conflict indi¬ 
cated that out to 75 yards, shotgun hit 
probability was superior to that of all other 
small arms. The studies further demon¬ 
strated that, although at that time less reli¬ 
able, the autoloading shotgun produced 
more hits during brief engagements than 
slide-action guns by virtue of its higher rate 
of fire. 

Both the U.S. Army and Marine Corps 
fought with shotguns under all tactical en¬ 
vironments during the Vietnam War. 
Wherever used consistently, higher body 
counts were reported. The chances of a 
point man’s survival were usually en¬ 
hanced when he could respond to enemy 
targets with the dense pattern of projectiles 
the shotgun offered. 

In an effort to define the shotgun’s future 
role with the U.S. military services, a Mis¬ 
sion Essential Need Statement has been 
formulated and assigned to the small-arms 
engineering team at the Naval Weapons 
Support Center as the JSSAP (Joint Ser¬ 
vices Small Arms Program) Multipurpose 
Individual Weapon (MPIW) program. 
Burst-fire weapons functioning with box or 
drum magazines are under evaluation. 

Heckler & Koch itself is committed to its 
own com bat-shotgun program and a pro¬ 
totype externally resembling their Gil 
caseless cartridge weapon (see “SOF Re¬ 
ports on H&K Caseless Gun,” SOF, 
March ’82) has recently been displayed. 

But the Benelli Model 121 Ml is with 
us, here and now. Until reliable weapons 
designed from the ground up as combat 
shotguns become a reality and can pass 
rigorous military test procedures (a pros¬ 
pect still years in the future), the Benelli is 
the very best fighting shotgun available. It 
merits your close examination. ^ 
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Shrine Hifl’C "$a>pem Town" and ’ The Gulch ’ 1 
THE FLEET TiiAt riAMr TO STAY-The Baffle tor 
Okinawa, «r> ctwesome tobule to the 400 . 00 C 
fighting men locked m d battle noted for its’ 
suicicidal savagery. The ferocity of the "Divine 
Tempest", Japan * Corp They in¬ 

troduced dh Irtterts-ity unequalled in 
history- 4,232 of th<$se ; Tbr.cilxxt! pilots took a 
one-way flight. 

4 programs -2 hourriOnTyi’ 7 *J?& p^-a sapping 
Send to: FERDE .... 

702 Washington ST . Soite l-SS Wanna ds 1 CA 90291 

U.S and Canada, add S2 lio 

orders, add $3.50. CA res. add % Sate$ la*. 

SPECIFY BETY pr VHS, Visa & 

ORDER TOLL-FREE ON OUfrttOT 
(800) 854 0561, ext 
In Calif. (800) 432 -7257, 92S 
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GARAND 

Continued from page 61 


Bob Riordan joined in time to make the 
Guam and Okinawa landings, and then be¬ 
came something of “an old China hand,” 
finishing up the war with part of the First 
Marine Division at Peking. The Ml, ac¬ 
cording to Riordan, “is a beautiful weap¬ 
on, but too slow; the Corps shouldn’t go 
back to it*” 

Was he having a good time? “God, yes, 

I wouldn’t have missed this for the world. 
The camaraderie we have as Marines you’ll 
get nowhere else. .. .It’s just like reliving 
your youth...no matter what, we’re all 
Marines.” 

A new relay took position and I got as 
close to the firing line as my ears — well- 
stuffed with lamb’s wool — would permit. 

I wanted to see how last year’s champ, Bill 
Johns, was doing. He was shooting well, 
but would miss the top spot this year and 
come in second overall. 

Johns has his own Ml, a beautifully 
maintained weapon, and when asked to 
what he attributes his marksmanship, he 
says with a grin, “Concentration and the 
will to win.” Though Johns and the Ga- 
rand go back a long way, he doesn’t con¬ 
sider it a mistake to give up the rifle as the 
principal infantry weapon. “These things 
will reach out and kill at a thousand yards. 
As long as you’re going to do close-in 
shooting, like that done in ’Nam, there’s 
no need for such accuracy. There’s little 
likelihood of combat, nowadays, at a thou¬ 
sand yards or better.” When I suggested 
the possibility of our fighting in the desert 
again at some time in the future, he agreed 
the Ml would be the weapon to carry. 

As we were talking, a Navy corpsman 
came by and with a sly grin stuck a pen in 
my bush-jacket pocket. I didn’t have to 
pull it out to see the inscription; he was 
wearing it on his back: 

“The Marines have a few good men — 
Navy corpsmen.” 

HM1 Wayne Moon, one of the docs with 
the H&HC of the Folsom Reserve Ma¬ 
rines, was looking forward to getting be¬ 
hind a rifle. 

“Damn right I’m shooting today, and I 
and any other Navy corpsmen here today 
will be the only non-Marines allowed the 
privilege. The ‘message’ on my skivvy 
shirt is only a joke: I love being with the 
Marines — they take good care of me, and 
I take good care of them, and that’s the 
way it’s been for five years” 

The oldest Marine aboard that weekend 
was Bob Moore, 71, of Altoona, Pa. Bob 
enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1934, 
served his bfrtsAi, and came back again for 
the tail end of WWII. “The Ml is a good 
rifle,” he said, “but I’d rather have the 
’03. Now there was an accurate piece.” 
Moore fired a score of 71, outshooting 28 
younger Marines. 

By now the sun was well over the yard¬ 
arm and it was heating up under the fall sun 



Coat—4 pocket, made to military specs, fabric similar Lo 
Woodland in texture, SM-XL..,$26.50 

Trousers—6 pocket style, 50-50 blend, with cargo pocket on leg 
made to mil. specs., pull tab at waist and drawstring for blous¬ 
ing, Sm-XL, reg and long lengths...$26.50 
Utility Cap—Baseball style, black sailcloth, w/retnforced front 
and mesh back, one size fits all...$4.50 

SWAT cap—Solid black cotton, similar to SWAT caps, adj. tab, 
one size fits all...$5.00 
NIGHTSTALKER ASSAULT LOAD: 

Suspenders, black LC-1 style...$11.50 

Equipment Belt, Black nylon LC-1 type...$9.50 

Compass/lst Aid Pouch, Black nylon LC-1 style...$3.00 

Hip Holster, Nice, Black padded nylon with current belt hooks, 

snap closure, tie-down string, .45 Auto and similar sized 

weapon. ..$16.50 

Magazine Pouch, Black nylon Web, holds two .45 mags., velcro 
dosure...$9.50 

Magazine Pouch, Black nylon w/snap closure, specify: M16-30, 
Ml6-40, or .308...$7.50 

Canteen w/Cover, Black Plastic Spec. Forces issue canteen, 
w/LC-1 style black, nylon padded cover...$8.50. 

Assault Load Complete...$58.50 


gemini 

‘nightstalker’ 

Black Combat Fatigues 


S 50 00 se, 


All items post paid. Prices and availability of merch. subject to change without notice. 
Please include $2.Q0 handling fee on orders under $25.00. Send check, money order, or 
VISA/Mas. Chg. number to: 


GEMINI INDUSTRIES 


Box 20064-F 


Oklahoma City, OK 73156 


Send $5.00 for complete military surplus catalog. 


EXOTIC WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK 
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EXOTIC WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK 
By Michael Hoy 

Large 8’A x 11, over 400 photos of more than 

200 weapons, with more than 500 dealers In 

an easy-to-use well-organized format. 

BRAND NEW 
COMPLETELY 
REVISED AND 
UPDATER 
EDITION 

Features of the 1983 Edition: 

• More than 200 weapons described and 
Illustrated, with dealer listings for all 

• Over 400 photographs and Illustrations of 
the world's most fascinating hand weapons 
-and Instructions on how to buy them 

• Sources for books, plans, periodicals, 
organizations, and additional Information 
for all weapons listed 

• Complete names and addresses of dealers 
provided for ALL weapons listed 


Available again: The book that tells you where 
and how to buy and/or make all sorts^of 
strange and unusual weapons. EXOTIC 
WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK has been 
highly praised by professionals in the fields of 
weaponry, self defense, survival clandestine 
operations, and personae freedom. It is widely 
recognized as the finest weapons source 
book in the world. 

Here are just a few of the unusual weapons 
you can buy using this amazing new book: 
stun guns • brass knuckles • gravity knives • 
body armor • primitive and stone age wea¬ 
pons • bolas • battle axes • crossbows • 
tranquilizer guns • oriental weapons • sap 
gloves • tasers • police weapons • night 
vision devices • smoke grenades • switch¬ 
blades • sonic weapons • underwater wea¬ 
pons • sword canes • galling guns • electrical 
weapons • and much, much morel 
All of these weapons and many, many more 
are described and illustrated, with dealer 
names and addresses given for each weapon! 
The all-new 1983 edition of EXOTIC WEA¬ 
PONS: AN ACCESS BOOK is bigger and 
better than ever! More than 150 large 8 Vi x 11 
pages, crammed with information on where 
and how you can buy over 200 different 
weapons! Use the handy coupon below to 
order your copy today. You will be very 
pleased, we know. 


Loompanics Unlimited 
PO Box 1197 Pt. Townsend, WA 98368 

Please send me copies of EXOTIC WEAPONS: 
AN ACCESS BOOK. I enclose $9.95 + $2.00 
shipping <& handling tor each copy. 

Name -- 

Address- 

City_ 

State_Zip Code_ 
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partners 
for survival 

RWS Models 45 & 50 T.01 

Magnum Air Rifles in all respects, 
> the RWS Models 50 T.01 & 45 are 
capable of producing pellet veloc¬ 
ities 25 to 30 percent higher than 
other sporters, and can function as 
effectively and accurately as an 
.22 rimfire rifle at ranges up to 35 
yards. What's more they are in¬ 
expensive to shoot, when com¬ 
bined with our gold medal win¬ 
ning RWS "Quality" Pellets 
(approximately 1/10 the cost 
of traditional ammunition). 
Plus they are quieter ... vir¬ 
tually impossible to hear in 
brush past 10 yards. They 
put food on the table and 
more of it because of 
their lack of report. 
Ideal when hunting 
large game, RWS 
'Magnum" Air Guns 
J come in handy for 
smaller game that 
will cross your 
path. Addi¬ 
tionally RWS 
"Magnum" 
Air Guns & 
Pellets are 
excellent 
training 
arms, 



RWS 

Model 50 T.01 

Incorporates 
a fixed barrel 
with underl&ver 
cocking system. 

•Calibers: 

.177 & .22 
•Velocity: 

.177-820 ft/s 
.22-623 ft/s 
•Length: 45" 

•Weight: 8 lbs. 

•Stock: Hardwood 
•Trigger: Adjustable 
Precision Two-Stage 
•Sights: Precision 
click micrometer 
rearsight, and hooded 
front that adapts 
for sight inserts. 

For more information on 
the Model 50 T.01 and 
other RWS Air Guns see 
your local dealer, or send 
$1 to the address below 
for our detailed catalog 
"RWS Precision Air Gun 
Products" 


Shown 
here I 
Parkerized 
Version of 
Model 50 T.01 ® 


U Di|namil Nobel 

DYNAMIT NOBEL OF AMERICA INC. 
i^105 STONEHURST COURT NORTHVALE, N. J. 07647 


201-767-1660, X249 
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on this little ridge at Indiantown Gap. Peo¬ 
ple began shedding utility jackets, and the 
smell of boiling coffee wafted across from 
the mess area in back of the line. 

Time for noon chow. 

Lunch in the field was warmed-over C- 
rats, washed down with Kool-Aid and fin¬ 
ished off with strong coffee. While lunch¬ 
ing alfresco, I had a chance to talk with Jim 
Tubel, of Wexford, Pa. Tubel and his 
grown son had flown into the landing strip 
at Indiantown Gap in their restored Navy 
SN-J, the WWII training plane which 
logged so many hours at places like Whit¬ 
ing Field. 

This is the aircraft with the big green¬ 
house and Pratt and Whitney engine which 
never says die. Tubel’s horizon-blue SN-J 
bore the markings of the famous “Ace of 
Spades” squadron. Former Marine pilot 
Tubel mentioned that he had picked it up 
from a Canadian who’d owned the SN-J for 
22 years. “We’ve got all the paper on it,” 
he said with a grin, “even going back to 
the day it came right out of the box. As a 
matter of fact, the pilot who delivered the 
plane to Pensacola made the log notation, 
‘bad brakes, bad hydraulics,’ and we’ve 
been working on that.” 

After chow the Marines who had been 
manning the butts were ready to take their 
turn on the firing line. A couple of them 
were talking about their morning pulling 
targets. “It’s funny how Hollywood has it 
all wrong,” said one Marine. “I had for¬ 
gotten the sound of dozens of rounds going 
by just a few feet overhead. The noise is 
like the firing line is only 10 or so feet 
away rather than 300 yards downrange. 
You can’t hear yourself think.” 

And so it went, relay after relay cranking 
them off under the warm fall sun 
throughout the weekend, until everybody, 
even “the cooks, bakers and truck- 
drivers,” had had a chance on the line. Top 
shooter was Dick Shaffer, with a score of 
181 and seven Vs. Last year’s champ, Bill 
Johns, came in next at 175 and four Vs. 
Team A of the Coal Crackers Marine Corps 
League Detachment ended up with the best 
aggregate score. 

The Pennsylvania All-Marine shootout 
is a rifle match, a reunion and a hell of a 
good time. But it’s more: a reaffirmation 
on the part of those there to a commitment 
made to Corps and country, perhaps de¬ 
cades ago, but a commitment nevertheless. 

Near the end of the day I was talking 
with John Sott of Pittsburgh, a WWII Sec¬ 
ond Division Marine. The Secqnd Marine 
Division was in the thick of it from start to 
finish, in some of the hairiest beach as¬ 
saults of the Pacific War, and Sott had 
come aboard in ’42. 

He’d made a good many of those land¬ 
ings, and when I asked him which had been 
the worst, the smile dropped from his face 
and a shadow rose in his eyes. The war had 
come back to him for a moment. 

“Tarawa.. .Tarawa was the worst of the 
bunch.” His voice fell away and then came 
back. “But it had to be done — and it was 
done.” Semper Fidelis. ^ 



• BLASTER WAND DEFENSE WEAPON produces shockwave 
type explosive electric discharges. For hostile situations. May 
be lethal $59.50 Infopack/Plans only $5.00 

• BLACK BOX BLITZER battery powered device, use to stun 
fish, electrify objects, protect perimeters. Can be made lethal 
$59.50 Infopack/Plans only $5.00 

• LASER GUN SIGHT/SHOOTING GALLERY practice steadi¬ 
ness, can be used for point sighting most weapons. Includes 
electronic target. $399.50 Infopack/Plans only $5.00 

• TELEPHONE MESSAGE TAKER automatically provides ac¬ 
curate records ol all calls For order taking only. $24.50 

• VEHICLE ELECTRIFICATION DEVICE non-lethal — pro¬ 
duces moderate to severe shocks to those contacting vehicle 
from outside. $59.50 Infopack/Plans only $5.00 

• POCKET SIZED FLAME THROWING WEAPON For destroy¬ 
ing insects, ants, aiding in burning leaves and brush piles. 
Still not cleared by our legal dept, for sale due to potential 
liability and labeling. Plans only available at this time $8.00 


Catalog of many electronic devices for surveillance, protec¬ 
tion, detection etc. $1.00. Included free with any of the above 
purchases. Send cash, check, M0, VISA, MCto: 

SCIENTIFIC SYSTEMS 

P.0. BOX 716, AMHERST. NH 03031 



Magnificent Brass 
Paperweight 

$ 8 95 5t S handling 


Aluminum paperweight $4.65 plus 50c 
handling. For novelty paperweight 
use only. Not intended for any other 
use. Send check or M.O. to 

BRUCK’S 

Box 10456, Jacksonville, FL 32207 


GENUINE Gl 
JUNGLE BOOT 


SIZES 7-14 &N, R, W, X-W, 



MASTER CHARGE, VISA, COD s accepted. 
Send lor our free 9 page price list of other 
povernment surplus including camouflague 
fatigues. 

Valley Surplus 
Box 346 

Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 

ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE. PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS.. INSURED. 
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STUN! 

STAGGER! 

STOP! 

PALM SIZED INSTANT 
PROTECTION 

$14.95 BLITZ 
$19.95 sipo 

Specifications: BLITZ 5-1/8’ 
closed, 13 3 4” open, 5 V 2 oz. SIPO: 
6 " closed, I 6 V 2 " open, 10 oz. 

TO ORDER, just send your name, 
and address with check, cash, 
or money order to: INCO, P.O. 

Box 3111, Dept. B( 8 ), Burbank, 

CA 91504 213-842-4094 $14.95 
ea for Blitz, $19.95 ea for Sipo, 
plus $ 2.00 ea for postage and 
handling. 



1*1 

Mil Arm Co Ltd 

10922-97 St,, Edmonton, Alberta 
Canada T5H 2M5 

Paladin, Desert, DBI, Choate 
Assault Systems, Feather, Valor, 

S Sl K, B-Square, B.M.F., Falcon, 
Mac 10 & 11, Combat Equipment 
Sales, H & K, Colt, Ruger, FN, 
Survival Food, Nordac, Mountain 
House Foods, Anite, Armament 
Systems, Gerber, Commando Arms, 
Brigade Quartermaster, Defence 
Technology, Leatherwood Charley’s 
Militaria, Wooley Brothers, Navy 
Arms, Lone Star Ordnance. Perry’s 
Ammo sling. Plus Collector Arms 
Large Illustrated Catalogue $3.00 

Mall Order Only 

For convenience, calls accepted 
6 P.M. - 9 P.M. Tues. & Thurs., 
10 A.M.-5 P.M. Sat. 

Ph. (403) 424-5281 


THE APPLEGATE-FAIRBAIRN 



A T $350 IT'S THE MOST 
EXPENSIVE FIGHTING 
KNIFE EVER MADE 

• Designed in 1943 by OSS 
Col. Rex Applegate and Brit¬ 
ish Capt. W. E. Fairbairn to be 
the successor to the classic 
Fairbairn-Sykes. 

• Manufactured of 154cm 
stainless steel and Lexan 
handle by the famous Yancey 
Custom Knife Works of 
Colorado. 

FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE 

Write for complete informa¬ 
tion on the history, manufac¬ 
ture, performance and critical 
acclaim of this exquisite knife: 

WELLS CREEK KNIFE 
AND GUN WORKS 

Rt 1, Box 22B Dept 6 
Scottsburg, OR 97473 


EDITORIAL 

Continued from page 22 


The refugees have lost family, coun¬ 
try, culture — almost everything that 
they were. The veterans have lost their 
beliefs in many of these things, in addi¬ 
tion to some good friends. Each of us, 
refugee and veteran, is unable to go 
home. We are waiting for political and 
moral changes that may never come. We 
co-exist on the fringes of a society that 
refuses to confront the war or its sur¬ 
vivors. We are an ever-present reminder 
of a broken commitment and a nation’s 
inability to defeat the obscenity of com¬ 
munism on its own ground. 

Our mistake was never one of princi¬ 
ple; it was that we did not know 
ourselves, the enemy or the culture in 
which we fought. The human wreckage 
strewn across the South Odna Sea is elo¬ 
quent testimony to that. 

Whether the Vietnam veteran and the 
refugee will remain together in the 
backwater of this society, I do not 
know, but I tell my students that I 
fought in Vietnam and that I lost friends 
there that were closer than my own 
brother. We can talk freely of the war, 
because for us there is no shame. 

I had ended a class one day, after talk¬ 
ing with the students about the area 
around Con Thien and of the Marines 
who had died there. As I started to 
leave, a former Vietnamese Army officer 
who had also fought in the area came to 
my desk. 

“Teacher,” he said, “I thank you for 
to come to my country.” I do not think 
most Vietnam veterans will ever be so 
fortunate. ^ 
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NEW TAKE-DOWN BLOWGUN 

Now get 2 Blowguns in 1 

'.SURVIVAL WEAPON [ 
SILENT POWERFUL f 



Exotic Sports Presents the NEW 2 in 1 Yaqua 4 V;' and 
2’ Blowgun combined. Through modem engineering 
comes the first Blowgun ol its kind! (2) Two units 
connected makes 41V Blowgun (range 200*). 
1 unit makes a 2' Blowgun (range 80'). The 
iew Take-Down model is great (or Hunters, 
Back Packers, Hikers, or any Sportsman. 
Comes complete with its own case for 
easy carrying & storage. ASTOUND 
FRIENDS! Alter minutes ot prac¬ 
tice you can hit a beer can at 200 
feet. The dart is so fast and 
powerfully propelled by 
ordinary breath that itcan 
pierce even with a blunt 
point! No! a toy .darts 
e spring steel. 
They fly faster 
than the eye can 
see, have killed 
mountain lions. 
Chwer dart kit 
lets you adjust 
darts 


Kills Varmits. Caliber . .. 

Length is 4.5 feet. Mouthpiece is rub¬ 
ber, of patented design. Material is atumi' 
num. Comes in its own carrying tube Hunt¬ 
ers use ’long' darts for large animals. Police 
use "very short” darts for dog control (just for skin 
pricks). This latter concept could be useful to control 
larger domestic animals. The lives of Amazon Indiahs 
depend on the same principles as these lightweight 
American-made copies oi jungle blowguns, as Improv¬ 
ed by modern engineering and materials. Complete 
With 100-dart kit. $18.98 plus $2.00 postage & handling 
Order by mail from: 

Exotic Sports, Inc. Lucky St. 

VISA/M.C. & C.0.D.-T0LL FREE 


« large game 
^ or small. 


(Dealer Inquiries Welcome) V 

Box 129 F Fayette, Mo. 65248 


24 HOURS 1-800-227-1617, Ext.601 




TELEPHONE 

TAPPED? 

ARE YOU 
BUGGED? 

Call to enquire about our free 
TELEPHONE PRIVACY SURVEY. 

A hidden bug in your office could de¬ 
stroy your business. A surreptitious 
wiretap in your home could destroy 
your personal life. 

Call the experts. 


The CCS Sweep Team will electron¬ 
ically detect any hidden bugs in your 
home or office (bugs have been hid¬ 
den in staplers and fountain pens-and 
the victims never knew it). If we fail 
to detect an existing bug, our service 
is free! 

Also enquire about our electronic pri 
vacy systems: pocket sized bug 
detectors, computerized telephone 
analyzers, lie detection, inconspicu¬ 
ous bullet proof vehicles and apparel. 

Send $25-00 for special report 
on how to protect yourself 
against bugging, wiretapping 
and industrial eavesdropping. 


CCS Communication Control, Inc. 

633 Third Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017 

SOF 

Enclosed is my $25.00. Please send me 
your report. 

Name___ 

Address_ 


Phone 


jPilfcCCS 

Communication 
Control, Inc. 

633 Third Ave New York. N Y 10017 (212) 697-8140 TX 238720 
1010 Wisconsin Ave NW Washington. D.C 20007 (202) 659-3432 
9465 Wiisture Blvd Beverly Hills, Ca 90212 (213) 274-6256 
1435 Bnckell Ave . Miami. Fla 33131 (305) 358-4336 
625 North Michigan Ave Ch iau>o. 1)1, 60611 (312) 642-2757 
Texas Bank & Trust Tower. 6161 Savoy-Suite 935 Houston Jr 77036 
(713) 781-0852 

94 Cumberland. Toronto. Ontario. Canada M5R 1A3 (416) 968-9014 
62 S Audley St London W1 England 01-629-0223 TX 8814709 
26 Place Vendome. 75001 Paris 297 56 00 TX CCS 215524F 
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Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone conversations in your office or home. Connects 
between any cassette or tape recorder and your telephone or 
telephone LINE. Starts automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversation. Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. This device is not an answering service. 



Super Powerful 

10 times more powerful than other mics. Transmits up to 'A mile 
to any FM radio. Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) 
Call (305) 725-1000 or send $19.95 + $1.00 shipping per item 
to USI Corp., P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32901. COD’S 
accept For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers and 
other specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 


size leu." 


Each 


Wireless Mic $12:2? 



Jungle Boots, current U.S. Army issue, 
spike protective. Sizes 6-11, some wides, 
new, 29.95 pr. plus 3.00 UPS or 5.00 
parcel post. 

Steel helmet, U.S. Army, complete with 
liner, chin strap, como cover, bands. 
Used, very good, 7.50, exc. cond. 11.00 
plus 3.00 UPS or 5.00 parcel post. 



Complete listings 1.00 or 
free with order. Call in 
C.O.D/s for rush orders. 


POOL 

SURPLUS 

P.O. BOX 370 
BENTON, AR 7201S 
Ph. 501-778-2260 


Learn POLICE SCIENCES 
& LAW ENFORCEMENT 


RJcpate ainomel 
1 in spare time 
NO PREVIOUS 

1 training 

j NECESSARV! 


Mall coupon tor 
Iree taels and 
survey showing 
ployment 
„_-cess 
graduates 


The LAW ENFORCEMENT COURSE 
Written by Experts Based on Actual 
Police Academy Training Programs! 

if police work sounds exciting... if 
crime prevention, helping others, 

I and making the world a better place 
to five are important to you, send 
for free information about Police 
Sciences Institute. The experts on 
our staff have trained hundreds of 
fcmen in resident police academies. 

Experts Show You What to Do, How to 
Do it. . Guide You Every Step of the Way! 

, Everything explained in easy-to-understand lan¬ 
guage, complete with drawings, diagrams, charts 
and photos. You receive materials and instru¬ 
ments you need to actually learn by doing 
as you follow simple instructions. You'11 
learn everything from patrol procedures, 
criminal investigation techniques — finger¬ 
prints, photography, gathering evidence 
— to traffic control, accident investiga¬ 
tion, crowd control and making arrests. 


COURSE INCLUDES 4 BIG KITS 


Crime Scene Photography. You receive 
camera, film, flash bulbs, batteries Fin¬ 
gerprinting Field Kit includes powder, 
brushes, fingerprint strips, sensitizing 
pad to lift latent fingerprints. Traffic Inves¬ 
tigator’s Field Kit. Helps you reconstruct 
the scene of the accident. Includes acci¬ 
dent template, skid-speed computer, 
marking crayon. Crime Scene Investi¬ 
gator’s Kit. Includes transparent rule, tri¬ 
angle, graph paper, house furnishing tem¬ 
plate and architect’s template 
everything you need to sketch the scene of 
the crime Pius illustrated Policemen s 
filnssary and much, much more. 

f Police Sciences Institute, Dept RSQ63 / jj( 

14400 Campus Dr., Newport Beach, CA 92660 amgr 

I Please rush free facts that tell how I can hmmuml' 
J learn Police Sciences at home. No obli- 
| gation, no salesman will call. 

| NAME__HE¬ 



ADDRESS_ 

CH Y/STATE/Z1P_ 



SPECIAL ON RARE LIMITED EDITION! 
NARVA 1944 by R. Landwehr, clothback, 184 
pgs, 6” x 9”, illust. many are previously un¬ 
published drawings, rare 1st ed. List price: 
$6.95 + $L p&h. Special offer when mention¬ 
ing this ad: $5.95 post free. This is the first 
English-language account of the Narva battle 
in detail (Jan.-Sept. 1944) on the Eastern 
Front. This is the story of the European vol¬ 
unteers that fought at narva in the ranks of the 
Waffen-SS. Follow this titanic battle as the 
Waffen-SS battles the Red Army (out¬ 
numbered by 25 to 1 odds!) from Narva, 
Estonia, to the military collapse of Europe to 
the Communists. Send a stamped self- 
addressed (please type or print neatly) envelope 
for a free book list on the Third Reich & 
WWII. Bibliophile Legion Books, Inc., Box 
612, Silver Spring, Maryland 20901 


FIREWORKS 

Where to buy firecrackers for 
$3.50 a brick, rockets $2.20 a 
gross, M-80's, blockbusters, 
and giant class B aerial 
displays. Complete directory 
of mail order suppliers listing 
hundreds of fireworks $3.50. 

PYROTECHNICS 

Box 230W RFD If 1 
Mystic, CT 06355 


COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 

Continued from page 10 
veloped a strong grip, and have had 
problems with hand and wrist strength 
and coordination conditioning. For 
shooters new to the P-7, I recommend 
daily hand exercises with a squeeze grip 
that can be purchased from sporting 
goods stores. Asking students to draw 
and fire one well-placed shot from five 
meters in 1.5 seconds with their P-7s 
has shown that many fail to depress the 
squeeze cocker correctly and therefore 
fail to fire the weapon. For those who 
only handle and fire their P-7 occa¬ 
sionally, the loss of grip manipulation 
can be critical. If you cannot practice 
regularly with your P-7, buy the grip 
exerciser and use it. 

Few after-market accessories are 
needed with the P-7. Unlike the 1911 
pistol, custom pistolsmithing is not nec¬ 
essary to make the out-of-the-box P-7 
an optimum performer. The comers are 
nicely beveled and there are no sharp 
edges to cut into skin and clothing. And 
most important, the P-7 lies well in the 
hand with the bore close to the center 
line of the hand for excellent recoil con¬ 
trol. 

One cause of concern is the actual 
tactical application of the magazine re¬ 
lease of the P-7. The butt-mounted re¬ 
lease is indeed the fastest of the heel- 
mounted types. But although the Ger¬ 
mans love butt-mounted releases, few 
serious students of pistolcraft find them 
charming, An H&K representative told 
me that the butt-mounted release was a 
requirement of the German police so 
that ambidextrous use would be possi¬ 
ble. Obviously no one had shown the 
Germans that the 1911-pattern pistol 
magazine catch mounted to the left-rear 
of the trigger guard is also ambidex¬ 
trous. 

In my opinion, this butt-mounted 
catch is the P-7’s one real shortcoming. 
Since the catch must be pressed for¬ 
ward to release the magazine, the 
chance of accidentally dropping the 
mag is also increased. I have frequently 
seen P-7 owners, wearing the gun on 
their strong-side hip, getting into or out 
of a vehicle and pushing the weapon 
against the car seat or door. In so doing, 
the mag catch is depressed and the 
magazine pops down out of its latched 
position. 

If you wear the P-7 on the strong-side 
hip, check it often — far too many peo¬ 
ple I know have had this problem. H&K 
would be wise to modify their P-7 de¬ 
sign to allow for a 1911-style magazine 
catch. But, although the P-7 is an out¬ 
standing sidearm, the Germans are not 
famous for admitting that their small 
arms need modifications. But we can 
still hope — and while they’re at it, why 
don’t they make a P-7 pistol in .45 
ACP? ^ 
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There are valid reasons for “rules of 
engagement” and “weapons handling 
restrictions, ’ * but during the Vietnam era , 
the military went too far and overreacted 
to critics Jn Congress , the media and the 
public who attacked the military based on 
concern over possible civilian casualties. 
Although no one will ever know exactly 
how many, there were more than a few 
Americans who lost their lives in Vietnam 
as a result of stupid “rules of engage¬ 
ment. ” The powers, both civilian and 
militajy, worried more about what would 
happen to their careers if an innocent civi¬ 
lian was killed than what was happening to 
the troops in the field. Thus , today we 
have advisers in El Salvador who can't 
carry * *offensive ’' weapons — an Ml 6 is 
an * "offensive” weapon, a pistol is “ de¬ 
fensive ” — and Marines walking patrols 
in Beirut without a magazine in the well. 
The problem of avoiding civilian casual¬ 
ties in a war, or in a peace-keeping role 
like Lebanon, is a valid one but the answer 
is not to put our troops under life- 
threatening strictures. Our troops are 
there , after all, in our interest and the 
primary concern of our government 
should be that their lives not be wasted 
foolishly.—The Eds. 

S AFE AND 
SECURE... 

Sirs: 

I'm a military policeman in the U.S. 
Marine Corps. When I first started my 
duties as an MP back in January ’81, we 
carried our Government ,45s with a maga¬ 
zine in the magazine well, no round in the 
chamber, and an extra magazine in the 
magazine pouch. After several barrel- 
clearing accidental discharges, the Marine 
Corps decided to have no magazine in the 
magazine well and two magazines in the 
pouch. It seems there were still some 
ADs. So now we carry our .45s with the 
slide security wired, as well as no maga¬ 
zine in the weapon. 

The wire is difficult to break by sliding 
the slide back and it also takes too much 
time — those few extra seconds possibly 
needed to save my life or that of someone 
else. I have personally broken the security 
twice by bolstering my weapon. I have 
been informed that should I break the 
security wire once more, I can expect a 
fine or loss of a stripe through court mar¬ 
tial. 

I believe the solution to the problem of 
accidental discharges is not by limiting 
access to our rounds, but through proper 
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PISTOL & RIFLE CLIPS STE |abricated 

^^^4— - AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY - 

Featuring standard and extended sizes for new and 
obsolete models - "Hard to Find 1 ' 

SPORTING ★ SURVIVAL ★ MILITARY 

Remington. Winchester, Ruger, British, H & K, Browning 
Explorer, Marlin, and man y more ! 


ASK FOR OUR EXTENSIVE CLIP LINE 

For answer to your questions, a self-addresed stamped envelope is requested. 
For UP-DATED production price list, include 3 bucks to cover our expenses. 
Will ignore inquiries without cover cost. For foreign maii price is $4.00 
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$100,000 REWARD 

FROM 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 



FOR THE 

FIRST COMMUNIST 
PILOT TO DEFECT WITH INTACT 
SAMPLES OF CHEMICAL AND/OR 
BIOLOGICAL WARFARE AGENTS. 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine will pay 
$100,000 to the first communist pilot to 
defect to the West from Afghanistan, 
Laos or Cambodia in an aircraft designed 
to deliver and equipped with lethal 
chemical and/or biological weapons. 

To receive this reward, the chemical 
and/or biological agents must be authen¬ 
ticated by a laboratory sanctioned by 
Soldier of Fortune. 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine is the sole judge of 
any dispute arising over this reward and will 
determine any person or persons entitled to 
share therein. Its decision on any point or mat¬ 
ter connected with the reward shall be final and 
conclusive. 


LEARN GUN REPAIR 





JIMMY LILE 

“The Arkansas Knifesmith 93 

Maker of the Survival Knife for the 
Movie “FIRST BLOOD” 



“Imitated But Unequated ” 

Jimmy Lile, Rt. 1, Russellville, Ark. 72801 



501-968-2011 


Make Money 
at Home in Spare 

Previous Experience Needed 

LEARN GUN 


pare Time # 
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YOU CAN BE AN EXPERT 
GUNSMITH IN LESS THAN 
SIX MONTHS 

START NOWAND EARN YOUR DIPLOMA 
AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME. » 

OUR FAMOUS STAFF OF EXPERTS WILL TEACH YOU: 

• BASIC/MASTER GUN REPAIR • CUSTOMIZING • CHOKES 

• ACCURIZING • BLUEING • SP0RTERIZING • SCOPES I 

• BALLISTICS SECRETS • HOW TO BUY WHOLESALE 

• RELOADING FOR PISTOL AN0 RIFLE • SHOTGUNS I 

• HOW TO GET YOUR FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

PLUS MUCH MORE! I 

PROVEN METHODS-CHARTS- EXPLODED VIEWS 
ACCREDITED & APPROVED BY STATE & NATIONAL 
AGENCIES & BY THE V.A. FOR Gf BENEFITS 

OVER 40,000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 I 

MAIL TODAY OR CALL (602) 990-8346 

Please RUSH full into on how I can become a profe5~l 
sional gunsmith the QUICK, easy home study way _ 
No obligation, No salesman will call 
NAME AGE . 

ADDRESS | 

CITY STATE ZIP f 

MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL, dept. GA83 ■ 
2538 N. 8TH ST.. PHOENIX. ARIZONA 85006 I 


REPAIR! 


BE A “GUN PRO"—the man other 
men respect when it comes to flfts. 

Your love of guns and shooting can be the first step toward 
an exciting career. Be a sales counselor for a gun shop, 
sporting goods store, discount 
house/Mansge shooting club 
or range. Or start your own 
- business—self or repair guns. 


‘ B&yollR OWN SON EXPERT We show 

you how tq btiy and sell guns...cus- 
>4# tomize, repair and accurize them... fit 

r A [ / and finish stocks. Learn all about bal- 

• listics... black powder...how to 

faww-T-n—r Import guns. 

Graduaiion from this course does not insure that you 
will get a job. To find out how our graduates have done, 
send for our job placement record" 

We Show You How To Apply for a Federal Firearms 
License Buy and sell guns, ammunition and accessories while you 
are still a student at North American. Start making extra cash almost im¬ 
mediately —order guns for others on cost-plus basis with no investment. 


First lesson reveals secret that increases hunting accuracy. 


Your friends won’t believe their eyes when they see how your 
shooting improves. A simple, easy-to-undersiand chart included 
in your first lessen gives you new accuracy. 

CALL TOLL-FREE 

1-800-228-2028 / g™*, 

{Except in Nebraska call (402) 5?f-49C0/E«.l46 
CALL ANTTIWE Operators to take your call 24 hours a day. 

OR MAIL COUPON TODAY!- \ 

| North American School of Firearms, Dcpt.RS063 ■ 

4400 Campus Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660 [ 

Rush me information telling how I may become a GUN PRO. * 
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The Golden Rule 
of History — 


&ose who 
have the weapons 
make the rules." 

Send $2— for COBRA's catalog. 

(REFUNDABLE 1 at ORDER) 



MAG 1 


COMBAT GLASSES 

RECOMMENDED BY BRIG. GEN. JAMES CULVER 
FOR USE BY THE UNITED STATES ARMY 


ilr *24" pi*. 

• Durable nylon 

• Fit comfortably under 

OR 

gas or scuba mask. 

f 2 or $ 23®e,^. 

Order From 

• Frame with prescription 

Sunsensor lenses: 

$49.95 ppd. 

Combat Glasses 

MasterCard & Visa 

Dept. F-8 1710 S. Hillside 

1-316-684-2362 


Wichita, KS 67211 ORDER TODAY! 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


GUN BLUING ^ * 



NICKEL PLATING 
PARKERIZING 


We Guarantee Satisfaction! 



* 

-K 

^ 3 week service or LESS. 

* We do QUALITY WORK. We DON'T GRIND them up. 
•jr Please send for price list. 

| REBEL GUN REFINISHING, INC. 

^ 1620 N. Magnolia Ave*, Dept. SF Ocala, Florida 32670 

^ Dealer Inquiries Invited. We offer police discounts. 
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Support AFGHAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 


X 


THE BRAVE 
PEOPLE OF 
AFGHANISTAN 
IN THEIR FIGHT . 
FOR FREEDOM AGAINST SOVIET \ 
AGRESSION AND OCCUPATION. 


All funds collected will be donated 
to pro-western Afghan resistance 
groups selected by the SOF staff. 
These funds will be used solely for 
the purchase of arms, ammunition 
and medical supplies as specified 
by the groups receiving assistance. 
No funds collected will be expend¬ 
ed for salaries or administration. 


Donations are NOT tax deductable. 
Send your donation to: 

Afghan Freedom Fighters’ Fund 
Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306 


17” < 22" poster of the above available. Send 
$3.95 to:Afghan Poster, Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine, Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 


NEW! 10/22® Q.D. Scope Mount 
with Military Sight System 


★ Installs in Minutes 

★ No gunsmithing 

★ Repeats Zero 

★ See Under 

★ Includes HK type fi 


★ Comes with 1" rings 

★ Works with Aimpoint 

★ Precision machined 

★ Lightweight & strong 
sight & hooded rear peep 



Mount 
only 

s 29.95 

FEATHER ENTERPRISES 


(303) 442-7021 


2500 Central Avenue $1.00 for 

Boulder, CO 80301 complete catalog 


The famous C.I.A. 

“Get out of jail free” card 

An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera¬ 
tions I.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

“. . .Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res¬ 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of ail 
types . , 

“If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc.. . printed In three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 

RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 

Devil’s Brigade 

Box 392 

Ml. Ida, Arkansas 71957 


education and meticulous safety classes. 1 
depend on my weapon, and hope that 
when I need to use it there won’t be any 
interference. 

What’s next — welded slides, no 
rounds? 

Name withheld at writer’s request. 


S OF 

DELIVERS... 

Sirs: 

As a Vietnam veteran (B Co., 2 Bn., 
12th Cav., 1st Cav. Division), 1 believe 1 
speak for thousands — no, tens of 
thousands — when I say thanks for all the 
help in all of the different areas that you’ve 
been involved in. 

I live in a small farming community in 
Arkansas. When I can get a TV station, it 
fades in and out. So I look forward to 
receiving my SOF each month to be filled 
in on the global action. Although times are 
tough, we’re saving our nickels and dimes 
for our next subscription to SOF. 

James A. McHenry 
Mena, Arkansas 


D eath of 
a hero... 

Sirs: 

I enjoy reading your articles, but noted 
an error in your December ’82 issue. In 
Jim Graves and Bob Poos’ article, “The 
Empire Strikes Back,’’ it is stated that the 
SAS and SBS lost 20 men in accidents and 
none to enemy action, but this is incorrect. 

Capt. John Hamilton, 29, of the SAS 
was KIA. He commanded the first SAS 
team into South Georgia and was also 
involved in the Falklands operations. On 
10 June 1982, he and a signaler were 
occupying an observation post overlook¬ 
ing Port Howard on West Falkland. They 
were spotted by Argentine troops and sur¬ 
rounded. Capt. Hamilton ordered the sig¬ 
naler to escape while he held the position. 
He engaged the enemy and kept firing 
until he ran out of ammunition and was 
killed. Capt. Hamilton has been recom¬ 
mended for a posthumous Victoria Cross. 
1 feel that this officer’s bravery and devo¬ 
tion to duty should have been mentioned 
in the otherwise excellent article. 

Alan J. Paulsen 
San Antonio, Texas 
At the time our article was written , the 
documents we had at hand did not list an 
SAS man killed by hostile fire. The prob¬ 
lem with an “official secrets” act as 
strong as the one Britain has is that it 
makes errors such as the omission of Capt. 
Hamilton from the list of men KIA due to 
hostile fire almost certain. We regret the 
omission.—The Eds. ^ 
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CHEM-LAB 

SUPPLY 

The finest and most reliable in retail 
chemicals, glassware and lab equipment, 

• Shop and compare our competitive prices! 

• No order too large or too small! 

• We emphasize friendly and helpful service! 

• If we don't have it in stock, well get it for you! 

CHEW-LAB SUPPLY - designed to satisfy the 
retail chemistry needs for today’s consumer. 

Send today for the Chem-Lab Supply Catalog (include 50a: 
remittance for handling & postage) or visit our retail outlet: 

1406 N.E. 50th 
Seattle, WA 98105 
(206) 523-1318 



THE MOST 
AWESOME HAND TO 
HAND COMBAT WEAPON 
DEVISED BY MAN ... 

16 3 /« oz head with a 4" blade. Made 
of 440c stainless steel. Balanced 
for throwing, solid pawl for 
pounding. Reverse tapered eye, no 
wedges needed. 20" straight grain, 
air dried hickory handle. 
Blade guaranteed against breakage. 

incl mailing and handling$34 

H & H BARREL WORKS, INC. 

152’D -5.W. 5lh Ave. Qtala, FI 32*74 



FQS SURPLUS 

GENUINE G.l. 

AND 

COMMERCIAL 



CAMPING AND SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT 

Military Clothing — Food — Knives — Shovels — Eto^ 

SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG 

REFUNDED WITH FIRST ORDER 
P.O. BOX 1599, HARVEY, IL 60426 

MENTION WHERE YOU SAW THIS AD & RECEIVE A FREE GIFT 





Can our % . 
'presumed dead’ 
ever get out., 
alive? •. ° 

Five ex-Green Berets are 0 
back in Vietnam today , 
with one mission—get 
our men out. And tfj/s 
time, no one 0 tells them ° 
where to stop. ° 
o "Vivid, taut adventure,”, 
says Publishers Weekly. 
"And it redds like g 
tomorrow's headlines. „ 
Increasing evidence that? 
Vietnam continues to 
hold American POWs 
makes this book more 
fact than fiction.”—Ann 


BULLETIN 

BOARD 


Continued from page 17 

in relative safety. Additionally, South 
Africa believes that Savimbi’s troops 
could neutralize South West African 
People’s Organization fighters in the 
north, a task that South Africa has 
been sharing with UNITA. 

South Africa reportedly has shelved 
the plan temporarily because of lack of 
support from the international com¬ 
munity, but is working behind the 
scenes to sell it. 


S PECIAL FORCES 
CORRECTION... 

Last month’s Bulletin Board should 
have stated that the 11th and 12th 
Special Forces Groups were Reserve 
units, while the 19th and 20th are 
National Guard SFGs. Sorry for the 
transposition. 


V IETNAM COMES 
CLEAN... 

In a French television film aired 16 
February, North Vietnam Generals Vo 
Nguyen Giap and Vo Bam have admit¬ 
ted that North Vietnam lied about two 
important assertions that helped pre¬ 
cipitate the anti-war movement in the 
United States. 

First, the decison by the North Viet¬ 
namese communist governing com¬ 
mittee to attack the Saigon govern¬ 
ment in 1959 was made one year be¬ 
fore the National Liberation Front was 
established in South Vietnam. This 
admission directly contradicts claims 
at the time that the Viet Cong was an 
autonomous force in the south that 
rose in opposition to the Diem regime. 
Gen. Bam headed the operation to 
open the infiltration route to the south, 
which began in 1959, two years before 
President Kennedy sent 685 American 
advisers to the Diem government. 

The second admission concerned 
the theater of the war. The North Viet¬ 
namese have previously insisted that 
they never intervened in Laos or Cam¬ 
bodia, in the face of overwhelming evi¬ 
dence to the contrary. Now, 10 years 
after the war officially ended, these two 
illustrious NV generals admit that the 
Ho Chi Minh Trail did carry them into 
neighboring countries as well. 

“It [Ho Chi Minh Trail] was not only 
for Vietnam but for the war theater of 
our brother peoples,” they declared. 

No one could accuse the Socialist 
French government or its televison in- 
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dustry of being pro-U.S. or militaristic 
in nature. The source should be above 
suspicion from even the most adamant 
anti-war activists. 


C OMING COUP 
IN COMOROS?... 

The arrest of two Australians in 
Perth, Australia, under a little-used 
Foreign Incursions and Recruitment 
Law sparked rumors of a mercenary 
plot to overthrow the Comoros Islands 
government, reports Africa Now 
Magazine. 

According to its report, Edward 
Arthur Greengrove and Frederick John 
George Patrick, both in their 30s, of 
Armadale, Western Australia, were 
charged with violation of a law which 
could net them 10 years in prison. 
Greengrove allegedly accepted 
$47,500 in West German currency 
from an unidentified person in Singa¬ 
pore between 6 and 10 December ’82; 
Patrick reportedly received $2,766 in 
Perth from an unidentifed person in 
January ’83. The money in both trans¬ 
actions, according to Africa Now , was 
to be used to overthrow the govern¬ 
ment of Pres. Ahmed Abdallah, who 
was upstaged in a 1975 coup by Ali 
Soilih. Abdallah regained his presiden¬ 
cy as a result of a May 78 coup led by 
French mercenary Robert Denard. 

Perth, unbeknownst to most of its 
800,000 residents, is no newcomer to 
the coup business. Africa Now reports 
that it contains its own “self-styled 
mercenary community,” many of 
whom are former British or Australian 
soldiers. Contributions for “Mad Mike” 
Hoare’s unsuccessful Seychelles 
coup attempt allegedly came from the 
sizable group of Seychelles exiles who 
live there, about half of whom oppose 
its current government. 

More details to come in future SOFs. 

S OF CONVENTION 
REGISTRATION... 

For those of you planning to attend 
SOF’s Fourth Annual Convention in 
Las Vegas, 6-9 October '83, Sahara 
Hotel & Casino, you must pre-register 
before 25 September. This year it will 
not be possible to register at the con¬ 
vention, as has been the case the last 
three years. For more convention de¬ 
tails, see page 24 of this issue. 


A MIN’S UGANDAN 
LEGACY... 

Uganda’s economic recovery plan, 
which depends in large part upon the 
resumption of pre-Amin tourism levels, 
has hit a serious snag. It seems the 
wvde availability of the AK-47 rifle dur¬ 
ing Amin’s reign of instability led to the 
depletion of elephants in the Kabalega 
Falls National Park. Of a proud herd of 
2,000 that used to roam there, fewer 


than two dozen survived Amin’s army, 
particularly its high-ranking officers 
who organized a lucrative poaching 
business, which attracted thousands 
of free-lance poachers. 

The Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife 
is trying to rehabilitate game reserves 
and end the poaching so that tourism 
might flourish once more, but greed is 
a hard problem to overcome. Ivory 
brings about $30 per pound in over¬ 
seas markets and a large set of 
elephant tusks can net a poacher more 
than $6,000. 


U S. SPIES 

■ SOVIET SUBS... 

Startling U.S. technological break¬ 
throughs in underwater sound detec¬ 
tion have made Soviet nuclear subs 
instantly detectable and trackable. 

Using a massive worldwide network 
of underwater detecting devices, spy 
subs, snoop ships and spotter aircraft, 
the United States can constantly moni¬ 
tor the Soviets’ 378 nuclear subs. And 
soon this (racking equipment will be 
standard on all NATO subs, helicop¬ 
ters and patrol ships of anti-submarine 
forces. 

One NATO expert summed it up: 
“The Russians have a limited number 
of openings to the sea and we’ve got 
them all thoroughly staked out 24 
hours a day, every day of the year... 
they can no longer roam NATO waters 
at will.” 

P HILBY TUTORS 
ANDROPOV... 

Soviet mole Harold Kim Philby, who 
fled to Moscow in the early ’60s after 
years of spying on the British, helped 
former KGB Director and now Soviet 
Premier Yuri Andropov turn the KGB 
from a “collection of clumsy thugs” into 
a chillingly effective intelligence opera¬ 
tion, according to Soviet agent-turned- 
defector Vladimir Sakharov writing in 
Penthouse Magazine. 

Under Philby’s tutelage, “KGB offic¬ 
ers soon began to wear expensive 
Western-style clothes, display 
polished manners, appear extremely 
sophisticated. They began to resem¬ 
ble the cool, correct British intelligence 
agent in his Savile Row suit,” Sakhar¬ 
ov writes. 

Sakharov also credits Philby with in¬ 
teresting Andropov in Western dress, 
music and drink. 



ISSING PERSON 
SEARCH... 


“I need help locating a partner of 
mine. His name is Sanford James 
Peterson (SSN unknown), Last seen in 
Singapore with a John Baker, both for¬ 
mer recon USMC. Please contact 
Richard Dana Harris, USNS Myer, (T- 
ARC-6), FPO, San Francisco, CA 
96672.” ^ 
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Detective 
tnce needed 
Global course 
wl) need to get 
that first job Employment Assistance • Diploma > 
Equipment • Mail this coupon tor FREE FACTS 


No obligation. No salesman 

GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 


NAME 


Al L 


BOX 191-A, HANOVER, MA 02339 
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CLASSIFIED 



CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $1.00 per word per inser¬ 
tion — $20.00 minimum. Personals 50 cents per word — 
$10.00 minimum. Copy must be accompanied by remitt¬ 
ance. Insertion will not be made without payment. Include 
name and address in counting number of words. FOR 
EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 3 words; Boulder, Colorado 2 
words; 80306 1 word. Abbreviations such as A.P., 20mm, 
U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphenated words and 
telephone numbers are counted as two words. Please type 
or print all ads. We do not furnish proofs. All ads MUST be 
received by the 15th of the fourth month prededing cover 
date. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee 
MUST send a sample of packet. We reserve the right to 
delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, 
P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

READERS OF CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ARE 
ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE DOES NOT HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISE¬ 
MENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER 
HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES 
OFFERED BY A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN¬ 
SPECTOR. 

LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly intelligence newsletter on terror¬ 
ism, communist subversion, covert activities. $12.00 year. 
$15.00 overseas. Sample $2.00. 540 Charles St., Aurora, IL 
60506. (78) 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States armed forces surplus clo¬ 
thing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, first 
aid packets, etc. Send $1 .00 for our latest catalog to Steve J. 
Pedergnana, Jr., P.O. Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304- (72) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1.00 to ACE 
FIREWORKS, P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 44030. 
(80)_ 

VIETNAM CATALOG (With free “Vietnam Photos") $2.00. 
WWII catalog $2.00. WAR SHOP, Rt.1, Box 154, Milford, DE 
19963. (75) 

SS AND GERMAN MILITARIA: World’s biggest catalog, in¬ 
cluding 2 large posters, $2.00 (Refundable). KRUPPER, Box 
177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (70) 

WWII GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRSI Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refund¬ 
able). DISCO, Box 331-X, Cedarburg. Wl 53012. (70) 

MARAUDER’S SURPLUS: A complete listing of elite com¬ 
mando and regular army surplus, at the best prices In the 
country. Send $1.00 for catalogue to MARAUDER’S ARMY 
SURPLUS, 8568 McKee Road, Upatoi, GA 31829 . (73) 

FREE JAPANESE WWII RELIC .. Weapons, uniforms, Ger¬ 
man and Japanese relics, swords, pistols! Illustrated catalogue 
$5 00. BONUS — Free Japanese WWII relic with catalogue! 
RELICS. Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. (72) 



AFRICAN READERS. Attention! Wanted by collector: RPD 
belts and parts; AK-47 magazines; foreign elite and paratroop 
insignia and badges; original foreign cammies and web gear— 
any quantities; will buy or trade for what you need. Peter 
Kokalis, 5749 North 41st Place, Phoenix, AZ 85016. (TO) 

IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVERSA¬ 
TIONS? Telephone eavesdropping indicator $100.00, pocket 
bug detector $45.00, automatic phone recorder $125.00. FM 
telephone wireless transmitter $100.00, long-range wireless 
mikes $45.00 to $150.00, bumper beeper set $600.00, sound 
activated recorder $150.00, special listening devices from 
$50.00, automatic recorder switches $40.00, new 1983 cata¬ 
log $2.00: WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspen- 
glen Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 859-0531. (73) 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step by step instructions to 
make powerful plastic explosives from common ingredients. 
Send money order $10.00 to: FREEDOM ARMS, Box 7072 
HSJ, Springfield, MO 65801. (71) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws both $4.00. Police Catalog $2.00. SCHLESSINGER, 
P.O. Box 882, New York, NY 10150. 

ALASKA HOMESTEADS $1.25 ACRE! Canadian Land $1.00 
Acre! Repossessed Homes $1.00 plus Repairs! Each Report 
$3.00, all $5.00. HOMESTEAD, P.O. Box 5741-SCF, Yuma, 
AZ 85364. (72) 


FREE CATALOG 

LATEST ISSUE 

Books on: Survival, Revenge, Weapons, 
Seif-defense, Demolitions, Knife fighting, 
Military, Silencers, Sniping, Keys & Locks, 
Clandestine Operations, Improvisations, 
Special Forces, Guerilla Warfare, CIA Ser¬ 
ies, First Aid, plus much more! 

fl The best in the field" 

"Time is running out , 
you better start preparing now." 

For a rush catalog, send to: 

Ken Hale - Survivalist (503) 
McDonald, Ohio 44437-0395 


REGULATION INSIGNIA — all military branches and police. 
All genuine, Over 1000 items including rank, wings, badges, 
miniature medals, NASA patches. Catalog $2.00: add $1.00 if 
1 st class mailing desired, KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, 
Dept A-58, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC — Free origins! German WWII 
relic! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German flags, uni¬ 
forms, daggers, weapons. New finds! Illustrated catalog, 
$5.00. MILITARIA, Box 21- D, Grandy, MN 55029. (71) 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG —$1.00. Jackets, 
pants, cloth, caps, berets, insignia, more. Genuine Gt. KAUF¬ 
MAN’S WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-28, 504 Yale 
SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

PRIVACY — CONFIDENTIAL MAIL Forwarding/Receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available, SASE. 
ORLANDO MAIL DROP, Box 1Q039SF8, Orlando, FL 32860. 
(74)_ 

ANTl-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters fast! 
Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging device, 
checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $45.00 complete, ready 
to use. WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspenglen 
Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 859-0531. Catalog of related 
devices, $2.0Q. (73) 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE G! — Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S 
WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-88, 504 Yale SE, Albu¬ 
querque, NM 87106. 


Decals $3.25 ea. 2 for $5.00 
"The Elite Series" 

4x5 Weatherproof Vinyl 
Special Forces "The Professionals" 

U.S.N — Seal Team 
U.S.A.F. — Para Rescue 
U.S.M.C. — Force Recon 
Airborne — Ranger 

1st CAV — Airmobile "Death From Above" 
101st Abn, — "Scream'n Eagles" 

82nd Abn. — "All American" 

Royale Marines 

Special Air Service 

Foreign Legion — "Winged Dagger" 

— Allow 3 Weeks Delivery — 

Larger Selection — Brochures $1.00 

Nighthawk Supply Co. 

Box 751, Severna Park, Md. 21146 


SPECIAL FORCES, AIRBORNE RANGER, Marine Recon, 
Air Cavalry, Pararescue, and more original designs on t-shirts, 
sweatshirts, shorts. Free brochure, send long stamped en¬ 
velope. KAUFMAN’S WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A- 
78, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

DEADLIEST FIGHTING SYSTEM! The feared and formidable 
Chinese Black Cobra style of oriental combat. A killing and 
mutilating art with advanced dynamic meditations to develop 
the unstoppable mental state and powers. Fully illustrated 
$9.95 plus $1.00 p/h. Check or money order to: GREEN DRA¬ 
GON SOCIETY, Dept. SF, 6810 North Sheridan, Chicago, IL 
60626. (71) 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES — 25% OFF LIST PRICE. Also, 

USAF/NASA pilot sunglasses. Ali genuine!! Toll Free ordering 
and immediate shipment.Send long se4-addressed stamped 
envelope for free brochure. KAUFMAN’S WEST ARMY AND 
NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-98, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 
87106. 

MERC FOR HIRE: 43, anything, anywhere work alone, short 
term only. Bounty hunting. Will take commission job. JIM, P.O. 
Box 415, Fair Oaks, CA 95628. (70) 

LOCKSMITHING, General & Automotive, UNLIMITED IN¬ 
FORMATION — $2.00 (unconditionally refundable if unsatis¬ 
fied). L A.N.D.I.S-, 625 Post Street, #1048F, San Francisco, 
CA 94109. (75) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY — Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, ‘creative’ Locksmithing, 
Weapons, Investigations, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 No. Blvd., Rushing, NY 11354. 
(73) _ 

ESCAFEOLOGY ... Now you can escape bondage from 
ropes and chains jn seconds! 60 illustrations. $5.00. N. WIL¬ 
SON, Box 224, Hatboro, PA 19040. (71) 

EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARIES: Instructions for making 
NAPALM $8.95; SUGAR EXPLOSIVE $8.95; and the ex¬ 
tremely devastating, easy to make, steel burning THERMITE 
incendiary $12.00. All three, $20.00. AMERICAN INDUS¬ 
TRIES, P.O. Box 10073 G.S., Springfield, MO 65808. (74) 

BOUNTY HUNTER, Merc, Bodyguard, Armed Escort AH jobs 
considered. Complete discretion guaranteed and expected. 
Contact; THORN, P.O. Box 8, Butlato, NY 14212. 

UNUSUAL BOOKS. Locksmithing, identification, investigative 
methods, self-defense, undercover operations, survival, police 
manuals, black market, disappearing, guetri'ia war, living free, 
crime, bugging, spying, shadowing, saootage, hiding contra¬ 
band, food storage, much more! Over 500 titles in huge illus¬ 
trated catalog. $2.00. LOOMPANICS, Box 1197, Port Town¬ 
send, WA 98368. (70) 

MARKED CARDS—BEST IN THE COUNTRY! Impossible to 
detect! Fully Guaranteed! First Class — postpaid delivery!! 
$8.00 per deck (3 for $21.00—$72.00 per dozen). PENNSYL ¬ 
VANIA SUCCESS, Bex 14190, Philadelphia, PA 19138. (73) 
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MERC FOR HIRE. Anything, anywhere. Don’t get mad, get 
even. Work alone, short term, discreet, confidential. SKIPPER, 
P.O. Box 546455, Surfside, FL 33154. (70) 

FIREWORKS — Where to buy firecrackers $3.50 a brick, 
rockets $2.20 a gross, M-80’s, blockbuster, and giant Class B 
aerial displays. Complete directory of mail order suppliers list¬ 
ing hundreds of fireworks $3.50. PYROTECHNICS, Box 
230SF, RFD #1, Mystic, CT 06355. (71) 

CONFIDENTIAL OPERATIVE, any assignment, no ques¬ 
tions. N. Y., N.J., Conn., Penn. Your call answered by machine, 

I return call. EGAN- (602) 866-8060. (70) _ 

FIREWORKS AND EXPLOSIVES FORMULAS, professional, 
using easily obtainable chemicals. Over 40 formulas with in¬ 
structions. Send $19.95 money order only. PYROTEC, P.O. 
Box 176, Bountiful, UT 84010. (74)_ 

BE A GUN DEALER — Official Federal Firearms License Kit. 
Application forms, instructions, Directory of Wholesalers; 
Firearms, ammo and accessories, BATF ‘'800’s” and 
ADDRESSES. Complete Gun Dealer Guidelines. The most 
complete kit available anywhere ... $4.95. YOUR OWN 
STATE GUN LAWS $1.95. CONCEALED WEAPONS 
BOOKLET . $2.50. S.G.S.E., P.O. Box 780-SOF, Mocksvil- 

le, NC 27028. (72)_ 

HAVE VIDEO RECORDER, WILL TRAVEL. BATS, 933 Cen¬ 
tral Ave., Alameda. CA 94501. (415) 523-6811. (72)_ 

INVESTIGATOR’S SKIP-TRACING CHECKLIST. New, ex¬ 
panded version packed with valuable tricks for finding •'skips,'’ 
runaways, missing persons, and others in hiding. Track down 
anyone, anywhere. Send $8. Our catalog and samples of 
technical investigative training reports (i.e. surveillance, inter¬ 
rogation, homicides, anti-wiretapping) just $3.00 — free with 
SKIP TRACING COUNTERTECH. Box 5723, Bethesda, MD 
20814. (70)_ 

NINJA BOOKS AND TRAINING — Send SASE for informa¬ 
tion from America’s only disciple of Japan's Grandmaster of 
Ninjutsu. SHADOWS OF IGA, Box 1947S, Kettering, OH 
45429. (70)_ 

FIREWORKS — Where to buy firecrackers $3.50 a brick, 
rockets $2.00 a gross, M-80’s, blockbusters, and giant Class B 
aerial displays. Complete directory of mail order suppliers list¬ 
ing hundreds of fireworks $3.50. PYROTECHNICS, Box 230Z, 
RFD #1, Mystic. CT 06355. (71)_ 

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVENTURERS. Free in¬ 
formation with a self-addressed, stamped envelope to: 
ADVENTURERS, P.O. Box 1160, Pacifica, CA 94044. (78) 

NEW UPDATED CATALOG every two months! The best new 
books on weaponry, the martial arts, self-defense, survival, 
and creative revenge. $1.00 PALADIN PRESS, P.O. Box 
1307-BFF, Boulder, CO 80306. (72) 

TIGER STRIPE BOONIE HATS, exactly the same as used in 
’Nam, Finest Quality. $12.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. 



silkscreened high quality T-shirts 


$6.91 lot SI 4.00 ppd. 

S, M, L, XL 50/50 poly cotton 


■ mxoNiuvrauqusESLm 

BOX 3 BIRDSBORO, PA 19508 


free catalog/wholesale prices available 


FIREWORKS — Fun, safe, patriotic; top quality, lowest prices; 
countless items; illustrated catalogue $1.00 (refundable). 
PYRO-SONICS DEVICES, Box 711 SI3, Grand Haven, Ml 
49417. (76) _ 

RANDALL KNIVES *** NOW!! NORDIC KNIVES has over 
100 genuine RANDALL MADE KNIVES in stock at all times. 
You can get your RANDALL knife in just days instead of waiting 
over 2 years for delivery. Send a large SASE for a free list — 
OR — for only $2.00 we will send the list plus glossy color 
photos of the knives plus Randall’s latest catalog. Send to: 
NORDIC KNIVES, 1634-C4, Copenhagen Or., Solvang, CA 
93463. Phone (805) 688-3612. (70) 












CAVALRY 

SLOUCHES 



From the Am. West 
to the DMZ 

Quality black fur felt Cav. Slouch Hats 
as seen worn in recent VIETNAM WAR 
EPIC. Leather sweat band & dbl. stitch 
rim with cord & Sabre insig. $52 ppd. 
without insignia $49 ppd. 

MIL1TARIA INC. 

138 Kearny Ave., Dept. SF 
Kearny, N.J. 07032 (201) 998-7471 


LOCATE MISSING PERSONS: Professional, proven secrets 
.. track them down yourself cheaply, easily!! Money back 
guarantee, $4.00, Poslpaid. LSP, Box 163/SF, Wamego, KS 
66547. (73) 


SILENCERS — Complete instructions to build your own from 
materials available at most hardware stores. $3.00. WORLD 
PUBLISHING, P.O. Box 64252, Fayetteville, NC 2B306. 

MERCHANT MARINES, seafaring adventure and employ¬ 
ment. Maritime adventurer gives sources unknown to you. 27 
page Directory to fulfillment, just $10. CARDINAL INTERNA- 
TIONAL, Box 67, Centerville, VA 22020. (79)_ 

SURVIVAL KNIVES!! Extravagant foremost selection, super¬ 
lative uncompromising quality, premium professional grade, 
elite factory production, boot/concealment/self-defense/hide- 
out/combat/fighting/baltle/warfare/hunting/camping/skin- 
ning/backpacking/utiiity knives. EVERYTHING from sword- 
canes, push daggers, commandos, hollow-handles, hatchets, 
throwers, razors, ceramic/diamond/carbide sharpeners, whet¬ 
stones, icepicks, to wiresaws. NO factory defective rejects; NO 
shabby, sleazy, shoddy, shameless, fake imitations; NO dis¬ 
gusting, disgraceful, embarrassing, replica-ripoffs; NO cheap, 
crude, pitifully pathetic, imported, "Promotional" BULLSHIT! 
Just the ABSOLUTE FINEST QUALITY standards for your 
money. 100% Satisfaction-Guaranteed; sliding scale Quantity 
DISCOUNTS to 35%; expeditious “AIRMAILED" shipments; 
detailed, itemized record-invoices; responsible/proficient/pro- 
fessional/personalized customer service; plus FREE "Sur¬ 
prise" GIFTS! Definitive, comprehensive, detailed, photo¬ 
graphic (40 plus page) Discount/Reference/Specifications 
(AIRMAILED!) Catalogue, $2.00. SELECTLINE, (established 
1977), Box 391(SSFJ), P C., Hawaii, 96782-0391. 

S.W.A.T. BLACK FATIGUES, Military Quality, 4 pocket jack¬ 
et, 6 pocket pants, Military Quality $50.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221, VISA & Mastercard Accepted! 

GERMAN SILVER BULLION!! Hoard of silver bullion bars, 
bearing the infamous German WWII style eagle. Investment 
items! Only $12.95, three for $35, nine for $99. SILVER IN¬ 
VESTORS. Box 361-D. Cambridge, MN 55008. (70) 

SURVIVAL WORLDWIDE is again accepting applications for 
its 2-day Survival Course. No miracles, just solid knowledge. 
Prepare for emergencies, natural disasters, nuclear attack, 
economic collapse, anarchy. For further information, write: 
SURVIVAL WORLDWIDE, P.O. Box 7304, Reno NV 89502, 
< 71 ) 


I.D. CARDS & CERTIFICATES. C.I.A., Special Forces, Ran¬ 
gers, SEAL Team, Recon, Scout-Sniper, S.O.G., Para-rescue, 
Airborne, Weapons Expert, Martial Arts, Police. Large Selec¬ 
tion with your Name, Rank, Unit, etc. Illustrated Brochure 
$1.00. KENWOOD ASSOCIATES, Box 66. Dept. 1, Long 
Green, MD 21092._ 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Gre¬ 
nades) — An essential part of the survivalist’s inventory Excel¬ 
lent for smoke screens, dispersing crowds, signaling, fire drills, 
etc. Large generating capacities and extremely dense smoke. 
All fresh and fully guaranteed. We pay shipping charges in 
U.S.A. Send $1.00 (refundable with order) far catalogue of 
these and other important products. SIGNUS, Box 33712-K, 
Phoenix. AZ 85067, (70)_ 

GENUINE MEDALS — Collect/Replace Missing U.S./Foreign 
Decorations. Purple Heart $40.00; Silver Star $40.00; Bronze 
Star $35.00; Legion of Merit $35.00; Armed Forces Expedition¬ 
ary $15.00; Vietnam Service $15.00; Vietnam Cam¬ 
paign/Sterling Yearbar $25.00. Add stamp in trade and $3.00 
Postage. Most others available. S.A.S.E. FOR FREE LIST. 
MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples Road, Brookline, MA 
02146. (617) 731-0000. (73)_ 

RREWORKS, High Quality, Fast Service. Price list $1.00. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 90007, Casper. 
WY 62609. (74)_ 

BECOME GUN DEALER! "Obtaining Federal Firearms 
Licenses,” samples, illustrations, $2.95' "Gun Dealer's 
Wholesale Directory," best prices, $2.95! "Federal Firearms 
Laws, $2.95! ALL THREE BOOKLETS $6.50! MESA, Box 
1798-FM, Denver, CO 80201. 

50,000 BIG MAPS! USSR, Togo. Vietnam, Ohio — ANY¬ 
PLACE! Catalog $3.00 (refundable). MESA, Box 1798-FO, 
Denver. CO 80201. 

VIETNAM MAPS K!T — 10 different, 1960’s Military/lntelli- 
gence maps detail tribes, roads, military regions, relief, etc. 
$3.95 complete! MESA, Box 1798-FG, Denver, CO 80201. 

HARDER HOMES and Gardens! Bulletproof Houses! Simpli¬ 
fied, light, thin, economical method revealed! New, illustrated 
book, $8.95! MESA, Box 1798-FH, Denver, CO 80201. 

THE SURVIVAL ENCYCLOPEDIA! Retreating, storage, 
weapons, solar bunkers, maps, plans, checklists, combat, 
power, disaster skills, demolitions, NBC defense/decon¬ 
tamination. shelters, survival chemicals, medicine — MUCH 
MORE! Big, illustrated volume — $12.95! MESA, Box 1798-FJ, 
Denver, CO 80201. 


SWITCHBLADE KNIFE BOOK — Latest edition,over 80 
photos, where to buy, prof, printed; $8.00 ppd: TANZ, Box 
14221, Pittsburgh, PA 15239. (71) 

ULTIMATE CONCEALABLE WEAPON, dual function .22 cal. 
Zippo cigarette lighter. Detailed shop drawings, four sheets, 
simple construction, failsafe design. Send $10.00 to; SAR- 
DAUKAR PRESS, P.O. Box 18644, Memphis, TN 38181- 
0644. (70) 


OFFICIAL 
SOF BERET 
& INSIGNIA 

TOP 

QUALITY 
RED BERET 

made to U.S. Gov't specifications $13.00 
post-paid. SOF COLORED ENAMELED 
INSIGNIA $7.00 post-paid. Specify beret 
size. 

SOF EXCHANGE — P.O. Box 687 
Dept. 883 — Boulder, CO 80306 


KNUCKS — Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi¬ 
num. $7.00 poslpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS 
POLICE SUPPLY, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC28105. (70) 

MAN FOR HIRE: Army Vet seeking short-term work. Most 
anything — make offer. JOE, P.O. Box 290. Clarendon Hills, IL 
60514. (72) _ 

PYRO SUPPLIES, M80 Blockbuster casings, fuse, caps, rock¬ 
et supplies, more! Catalog $1.00. NORSTARR PRODUCTS, 
P.O. Box 5585, Pocatello, ID 83202. (79) _ 

ELECTRONIC INTELLIGENCE GEAR: Send two first class 
stamps for free catalog. S.E. CORP., Box 1132-SF, Yorba 
Linda, CA 92686. (74) _ 

CR1MERGHTERS. Send $2.00 tor Police Catalog, SPEC, 
Dept. SF1182, 17122 Bellflower Blvd., BBilflower, CA 90706. 
(76) 



BE A PROFESSIONAL BONDSMAN! Exciting, lucrative. No 
investment, training, work from home full/part-time. Free re¬ 
port: THE BAILBOND GUIDE, Box 802-SF4, Baton Rouge,LA 
70821, (71)_ 

TIGER STRIPE CAMMO FATIGUES, Rip-Stop cotton, 4 pock¬ 
et jacket; 6 pocket pants. $50.00 per suit. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. Mastercard & VISA Accepted!_ 

STATE GUN LAWS — Specify state, $2.95. FEDERAL GUN 
LAW — Rare indexed edition, $3.95. ILLUSTRATED GUN 
DEALER TRAINER — Third edition, $5.95. All three manuals 
ONLY $11.00! MESA, Box 1798-FS, Denver, CO 80201, 

BOUNTY HUNTING — legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2.00 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3.00 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, 
Box 152, Depew, NY 14043. (72) 


INSIGNIA COLLECTORS. Send $1.00 for list or $6 00 for 12 
monthly lists. BAIRD’S COLLECTABLES, Box 444, Dept. 
SF1282, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (70) _ 

MIND BOOSTER. Your mind is your most important weapon. 
Research report, with dosage guide, covers compounds that 
improve reaction time, memory and learning ability. Only 
$5.00. Invest in your survival. POLARIS, Box 50118, Chicago. 
IL 60650. _ 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Win custody, property 
you want. Sharpest tactics. New 228-page book $14.95. 
Guaranteed. Details 25c. EDEN, Box 8410-DD, Fountain Val- 
ley, CA 92708. (71) _ 

SILENCERS. Illustrated instructions for building three different 
types, including a disposable model $5 00. no checks. 
POLARIS, Box 50118, Chicago, IL 60650. 
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BUY GUNS WHOLESALE! Federal Firearms License Ap¬ 
plication Kit, $5.00; "Operating A Profitable Firearms Busi¬ 
ness," $7.50. Both, $10.00. PFRB/4. Box 1242, Bloomington, 
IL 61701.(70)_ 

GUN FOR HIRE — Ex-Ranger & Mercenary — professional 
investigator — high risk contracts. Contact: STRINGER, Box 
934, White River Jet., VT 05001-0934. (72) 

NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL — Learn emergency treatment 
of radialion exposure and related burns. Send $2.00 to: SUR- 
VIVOR, P.O. Box 6086, Ft. Wayne, IN 46896. (70)_ 

DOCTOR TRAINED IN GENERAL ANESTHESIA, facial 
trauma, experience in interrogation, military background. P.O. 
Box 23553, Jacksonville, FL 32241-3535. (71) 

FOR HIRE, age 40. Whatever you tell me will never pass from 
my lips. I have been tested, all letters will be destroyed. DAVE, 
P.O, Box 37, Penwell, TX 79776. (70)_ 

MILITARY SURPLUS — Chemical/Biological warfare equip¬ 
ment, military clothing and equipment. SASE for catalog. JR 
SALES, Box 4253F, Lancaster, CA 93539-4253. 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $5 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available — phone number, remailing, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL, For information en¬ 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria, 
Phoenix, A Z B5029. (602) 993-7534. (70)_ 

MINIATURE ILLUMINATED GUN SIGHTS, fit any gun. Bat- 
tery powered, self-contained, under $10 to build. Plans $5. 
Unique crossbow, only 2” wide fully assembled. 801b. plus pull, 
assault style, under $10 to build. Plans $5 or both $8. C.D.C., 
P.O. Box 1703, Wheatridge, CO 80033. 

PHP, survival and personal protection supplies, training and 
equipment, is accepting applications for distributorships. In¬ 
vestment Required, not a get rich quick scheme, but good 
income for those willing to work. Write PHP, P.O. Box 7304, 
Reno, NV 89502. (71)_ 

SOUTH AFRICA, Tax, Immigration Law, Relocation, Employ¬ 
ment, Information booklet, Airmail $7.00. Cash or U.S. Postal 
M.O. AMERICAN ATTORNEY. WEBSTER, Box 541, Warm- 
baths 0480, South Africa. (72) 

EX-MILITARY FOR HIRE: Expert in weapons, demo., hand to 
hand. Do anything, anywhere; bounty hunting and courier work 
also. Contact: CONTRACT, 254 Summit Ridge Drive, Nashvil¬ 
le, TN 37215. (70) 


AXIS ORDERS OF BATTLE 
You may know hew and where 
the battles were fought. Now 
you can have the rest of the 
story! These new, 1981-1983, Orders of Battle reveal the 
most detailed OB data available in the English lan¬ 
guage on World War 2 unit histories, wartime locations, 
officers, soldier psychology, and organization. 

Write now tor FREE Catalog and Samples. 
GAME PUBLISHING 
3355 Birch Circle, Allentown, PA 18103-4512 


CAN YOU: Trace anyone, anywhere; get unlisted telephone 
numbers; beat the lie detector and PSE; tail or ditch a tail; run 
driver's license, property, credit and personal record checks; 
open virtually any lock or safe in a few seconds? DO YOU 
KNOW what device listens thru almost any wall, what exotic 
surveillance gear works and where to buy it at a savings of 
30-50%, how to alter common objects into electronic surveill¬ 
ance gear, the 11 undetectable bugs, what (CIA) chemical lets 
you read through envelopes, how to buy super cheap night 
vision devices, what counter-measures work and those that 
don’t, how to defeat bug detectors, world-wide sources for 
exotic gear? One NBC reporter calls it “the most dangerous 
book ever published." HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANY¬ 
BODY, $29.95 plus $4.00 handling. AUBURN-WOLFE, P.O. 
Box 623, Holmes, PA 19043. TOLL FREE 1-800-345-8112, in 
PA call 1-800-662-2444. _ 

ARMY FIELD RADIOS: Genuine G.l. mainstays from Korea to 
Nam. PRC-10 Backpack Radio, 38-54 MHz FM transceiver 
with accessories: $39.50, 2/$77.50. R-174 Communications 
Receiver, tunes 1.5-18 MHz, AM, CW, SSB, military, short¬ 
wave, amateur radio frequencies: mint $47.50; good $27.50. 
R-108 Vehicle/Field Receiver, 20-28 MHz: $27.50 mint. ARC- 
27 Aircraft Guard Receiver, 220-248 MHz single channel: 
$12.50 mint. VRC-7 Vehicular/Field Radio Set mint in original 
cartons (RT-70 Transceiver, Audio Amplifier, Power Supply, 
Mount, Antenna, Accessories): $137.50.45 Day Replacement 
Guarantee. Information/schematics included. Add $9.50 ship¬ 
ping. $5 apiece postpaid: H-113 Earphones: M-29 Micro¬ 
phone; Field Radio Techniques Manual. BAYTRONICS, Dept. 
SOF, Box 591, Sandusky. OH 44870. (70) 

CIA/SEAL TEAMS/SPECIAL FORCES Electronic Booby- 
traps for canteen, cameras; Ml6 and AK47 magazines, etc. 
Report, $3.00. Catalog, $1.00. CANNIBAL’S, P.O. Box 692, 
Champaign,IL 61820. (71) 


SUPPORT 

SOF 

ADVERTISERS 


VC, NVA & COMMIE BATTLE FLAGS. Rare. Excellent wall 
displays. $15 each. $25 any two. $40 all three. Postpaid. 
MARTIAL SALES, Box 71395, New Orleans, LA 70172. (70) 



Santf f 2.(M> for A nctmrm. 


MX-MILITARY, SURVIVAL MONTHLY. Countless ads, arti¬ 
cles, reviews. $10/yr., $17.50/2 yrs., US, Canada; $24/year, 
Foreign. (To 9/30/83). MX, P.O.B, 3, Dept. SF, Torrington, CT 
06790. 203-482-7667. Sample $1. (71)_ 

NEED PRIVACY? Remail Service. Receiving-Forwarding. 
Code names O.K. Details: DM ASSOCIATES, P.O. Box 5896, 
Dept. SF, Columbia, SC 29250. (72) 

CAMOUFLAGE HANDKERCHIEFS/Bandannas $2.50: 3 for 
$6.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

MOTLEY GUNWORKS GUIDEBOOKS — Guide you in sur¬ 
vival gunsmithing; choosing and buying accessories, tools, 
spare parts. Now available for Ruger 10/22, .45 autopistol, 
Remington 870. $3.95 each. Original Motley Gunworks T- 
Shirts, white $5.95; black $7.95; S. M, L XL add $2.00. Cap 
$5.95. Shipping $2.00 (2 items), 50 cents each additional item. 
MOTLEY GUNWORKS, P.O. Box 561, Marlton, NJ 08053. 

U.S. MILITARY MANUALS: Original, no reprints, send $1 and 
SASE for list of over 300 different titles in stock at reasonable 
prices. Weapons, vehicles, tactics, CBR, etc. PARAGON 
SALES INC., P.O. Box 2022, Joliet, IL 60434. (70) 

U.S. MK2 PINEAPPLE GRENADES (Replica) w/moving parts 
$7.50. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

EX-MORTAR NCO seeks mercenary work. Anything, any¬ 
where. P.O. Box 811. Perryton, TX 79070. (71) 

FOR HIRE: Assault or Rescue Force! Anytime, anyplace, any 
country! Highly skilled all levels! Contact: "MAD DOG," 216- 
351-5949. (70) 

WANTED: Complete book covering landings and operations 
on Iwo Jima. Reply to R.J. ERWIN, Box 4096, Hollywood, CA 
90028. (70) 

COMPETITIVE PRICES, military surplus, clothing and field 
gear, knives. Price list $1.00. BLADE AND BARREL, Box 
2121F, Oroville, CA 95965. (72)_ 

SABOTAGE FRITZ! “Choose Mondale — Carter Did" bum- 
perstickers, 2/$1,5/$2,10/$3,20/$5,50/$ 10. AMERIPAC, Box 
1682D, Bellevue, WA 98009. (71)_ 

FREE CATALOG OF SURPLUS AND SURVIVAL EQUIP 
MENT. Genuine Issue and quality U.S. manufactured gear. 
We are so sure that you will like our prices, quality, and person¬ 
al service that we send out our catalog free. Write or call 
COMMAND INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATES, 1034 Broad 
Ave., Belle Vernon, PA 15012. 412-539-7050. (71) 

SURVIVALIST FIREARMS, handloading, mercenary training, 
wilderness survival, wilderness and combat survival stories, 
doomsday to financial money making books. 1,000 titles. SUR¬ 
VIVAL INC., (SOFJ83), 1701 W. Mallon Street, Spokane, WA 
99201. Catalog $2.00. 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN HONG KONG — Complete listings 
of more than 450 government agencies and private corpora¬ 
tions seeking expatriates. Your key to the exotic Orient. Listing 
only, $5; with detailed employment info, $8. SESIONE INTL. 
(FAR EAST), LTD., P.O. Box 98321, Tsim Sha Tsui Post 
Office, Kowloon, Hong Kong. (70) 

BERETS OF THE WILD GEESE, Officer's Beret w/insignia 
$21.00. Enlisted w/insignia $18.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Den- 
ver, CO 80221._ 

CUSTOM DESIGNED EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS, brass 
pins, and insignia. Free info: NDI, Box 66659, Marietta, GA 
30065. (73) 


COLLECTORS AND INVESTORS, Send for our latest cata¬ 
logue of Militaria, Propaganda and War-Related Items. $3.00 
U.S. brings you one catalogue or $7.00 U.S. for a subscription 
comprising of three issues. PHOENIX MILITARIA, Box 116, 
Dept. SF, Spring Mount, PA 19478, U.S A (70) 

MAC-SOG T-SHIRTS. The famous design on an O.D. shirt, 4 
color design $7.50. A.H.A, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

CAMOUFLAGE FABRIC. Actual U.S. Government Issue, For 
MILITARY Clothing. Free samples. Send S.A.S.E. MASADA 
ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 69, Highlands, NJ 07732. (71) 

FOR SALE: GERMAN Camouflage, New Fabric, WWII Army 
Splinter reversible to white. SS Forest two-sided—Best Quali¬ 
ty. Reversible smocks $110 plus postage. 6/20 cent stamps for 
list. O'TOOLE, P.O. Box 12670, Seattle, WA 98111.206-285- 
0294. (7Q)_ 

EX-PLATOON LEADER, USMC Vietnam, looking for high 
risk, good paying work overseas. Honest, dependable, fear- 
less. DON, 913-462-2469. (70)__ 

TOP-RISK ACTION GROUP. Got enemies? We shift odds in 
your favor. Outside U.S. only. No reds. Contact: JOE, P.O. Box 
2094, Chapel Hill, NC 27514. (72) 

AMBUSH VICTOR CHARLIE in the Delta. Snatch NVA Cadre 
in the Highlands. Neutralize the VC infrastructure in a ville. 
RECON, the roleplaying game of the Vietnam War. $10 from 
RPG, INC,, Box 485, Lincoln, AR 72744. (81)_ 

PROFESSIONALISM! Nothing more needs to be said. World- 
wide react time, two hours. Fixed-wing, helicopter pilots, de¬ 
molitions, weapons experts, intelligence gathering/evaluation, 
training/equipping/leading military-type groups, hostage nego¬ 
tiations/rescues, insertions, always superfluous, eclat per¬ 
formance. All asisgnments considered. MCDONALD 
ASSOCIATES, Box 1111, Marietta, GA 30061.404-422-7369. 
(70)_ 

JOBS NOW. Coast to coast coverage of current job openings. 
Free information. AMERI-CAREER, Box 383A, Valley City, OH 
44280. (73)_ 

FLY FREEI World wide, "Space A 83." (Compliled by Connie 
Conner.) Officers, enlisted, active, reserve and retired. A travel 
guide for Military Personnel and their families. "Space avail¬ 
able travel is one of the greatest fringe benefits provided by the 
Military." "Space A 83" is 294 pages crammed with useful 
information. It also features discounts on airlines, trains, auto 
rentals, charter flights and hotel/motels. $7.50, make check 
payable to M.T.N. and send to MILITARY TRAVEL NEWS. 
P.O. Box 9P, Qakton, VA 22124._ 

KUAN SHU PUBLISHING CO., INC., announces new titles of 
interest to martial artists. NEGATIVE LIFE ENERGY - $5.00; 
THE NINJA ART OF KUJI KIRI - $9.00; WIND WARRIORS: 
The Art of Being Invisible - $9.00; THE LOST ART OF l-CHIN - 
$9.00; NATURAL TAI-CHI - $11.00; INTERNAL KARATE - 
$11.00; CORRESPONDENCE COURSE, BASIC KNIFE 
FIGHTING #1 - $11.00. KUAN SHU PUBLISHING CO., INC., 
432 South 51 West Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74127. (71) 

INVESTIGATIONS AND RECOVERY — Professionals will 
perform delicate investigations and recoveries worldwide. We 
specialize in lost or abducted children. Guaranteed results, first 
class personnel. EXECUTIVE INVESTIGATION AND RE¬ 
COVERY, 214-340-8162. 

MERC FOR HIRE: Expert electronic security and alarm sys¬ 
tems, electronic surveillance, electronic counter measures, 
and communication/navigation. Expert small arms. Twelve 
years military. F.C.C. 1st Class license. F.A.A. Licensed A/P 
mechanic. Nevada certified paramedic. High risk-high pay. 
Confidential. All serious inquiries considered. SPOTTER, P.O. 
Box 12010, Reno, NV 89510. (72) 


ATTN: All 223 Assault Weapons Owners: 

NOW FIRE, AND CHAMBER BLANKS; 
THROUGH YOUR AR 15-M 16, H & K, FN j 
• FAL, GALIL, AR 180. j 

NOT VISIBLE (Unlike. Military Blank- 
Attachment) FITS UNDER FLASHHIDER.; 
SAME AS USED IN TNI MOVIES. ONLY* 
$7.00 POSTAGE PAID. SPECIFY MODEL: 

OF G life : 

PYTHON ENTERPRISES P.O. BOX 91,; 
MERRICK, N.Y. 11566 

• I *14 « • ...! • • * 


KITCHEN IMPROVISED PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES — C-4 from 
camp stove fuel, plastic explosive from bleach plus many many 
others. Easy instructions. Send $9.95 to INFORMATION PUB¬ 
LISHING CO„ Box 10042, Odessa, TX 79762. (74) _ 

TROFESSIONAiTpEOPLE LOOKING for worldwide job 

opportunities, please send self addressed stamped envelope 
to: INTERNATIONAL EMPLOYMENT, P.O. Box 1033. Lake 
Alfred, FL 33650. (70)_ 

MIDWEST TRAINING CENTER, Survival, combat, self de- 
fense. We train men and women. Field training at its best. Free 
information: P.O. Box 2814, Evansville, IN 47714. 
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Ransacked, Your Pos- 

sessions Gone, and even Loved 
Ones in Danger! Protect your Home 
with "AT YOUR PERIL" Decals on each 
window. Even if you do not have an Alarm system or gun the 
Burglar not knowing, will move on to an easier target. 

The Burglar’s greatest fear is to trip an alarm and then face 
The Armed Citizen. So turn that power of fear to your advan- 
vantage. Order Now before it Happens to You. 

DECAL 3Vz" DIAM. is Bone white on Jet Black sticks on in* 
side or outside of glass. 

4 Decals*4.98Save! 8 For $ 7.98 


mm 


“19 WAYS TO PROTECT 
YOUR HOME FROM 
BURGLARY” 

Fast Delivery • Money Back Guarantee • Clip Ad. 

T & G ENTERPRISES DEPT. SF-1 

428 UNION AVE. PATERSON, NEW JERSEY 07502 


REUNION! Persons who served with 2nd Pit., Kilo 3/1,1st Mar. 
Div. June 68 to July 69. Contact: MIKE WEIDLE, Box 181, R.D. 
#1, Marietta, PA 17547. (70)_ 

WANTED: High risk adventures for appropriate pay. 913-462* 
3843. (70)_ 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR HIRE. Nam vet, ex- 
Marine, well experienced. If you are looking for a professional, 
reply with address or phone number to: INTERNATIONAL, 
P.O. Box 4344, Eden, NC 27288. (70) 

INTELLIGENT YOUNG MAN (GT Score 155), seeks unusual 
employment. All offers considered. Contact: JACOBSON, 624 
N7 St., Grand Forks, ND 58201. (70) 

VIETNAM COMBAT TAPES — hear ‘Nam like it really was 
1-hour cassette of Cobra Gunship radio, w/book, photos, $15 
postpaid. Money back guarantee, free catalog. BIEN HOA 
PRODUCTIONS, Box 56, Dept. MM, Fayetteville, AR 72702. 


G. GORDON LIDDY — memberships available in his “G-2" 
/SOCIETY, signed 8Vfe x 11" certificate and wallet I.D. — 
' $10.00; Rare, hard-cover, signed “OUT OF CONTROL” — 
$15.00; GEMSTONE ACADEMY T-shirts, 3-color — $15.00; 
GEMSTONE ACADEMY warm-up jacket, lined, Special 
$25.00; GEMSTONE ACADEMY swat-type cap — $10.00; 
send money order to G. GORDON LIDDY ASSOCIATES, 
INC., Suite 820, Golf Mill Professional Building, Niles, IL 
60648. _ 

QUICK SHOT RIFLE SLING lets you carry weapon across 
chest, yet bring to shoulder instantly. 25 cents for information. 
STAY ALIVE, P.O. Box 175, Waterloo, Wl 53594._ 

G.l. SURPLUS & Camping Equipment. Over 30 page catalog 
$2.00. RED BANK ARMY NAVY, 12 Monmouth St., Red Bank. 
NJ 07701._ 

NEED WEAPONS? Become Gun Dealer at Home! 20 Chapter 
instruction course with FREE application forms and instruc¬ 
tions; $4.95, Federal Laws; $2.50, Your State Laws; $2.50,500 
Wholesalers; $3.50, Class 3 License Manual; $3.50, Con¬ 
cealed Gun Permits;$2.50, all publications above, $14.00 ppd. 
Record Books, Ammunition, Firearms, Bill of Sale or Book¬ 
keeping, $5.00/4-$15.00, FREE Catalog. REDDICK, 1821H 
Bacon, San Diego, 92107. 

FREE: Latest info on Weapon Systems, War Zones, and U.S. 
Defense and Foreign Policy. Official Pentagon, State Dept, 
and Congressional reports direct to you each month. Clip this 
ad for 6 free issues. Write: DEFENSE AND FOREIGN POLICY 
NEWS, 1710 Conn. Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009 
[SOFIj__ 

U.S. DESERT CAMMO SUITS, as issued, in Smali-XLarge 
$48.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. Mastercard 
and VISA Accepted! 

BECOME PROCESS SERVER. Average $12 to $36 per hour. 
Business booming! Free Information-decal. PROCESS SER- 
VER, Box 314-F, Boston, MA 02188. (73)_ 

BE A BLACK BELT: Valid promotion based upon life experi¬ 
ence. Standard Certificate $9.95, Deluxe $24.95, Wallet ID 
Card $4.95. Send history of life experience qualifications to: 
LIFE EXPERIENCE SYSTEMS, P.O. Box 68231, Oak Grove, 
OR 97268. Certificates signed by ranking Black Belt. 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials 
available; Zapruder film, videocassettes, photographs, litera¬ 
ture. Catalog $2.00; COLLECTOR'S ARCHIVES, Box 114, 
Beaconsfield, Quebec, Canada. (74) 


YOUNG MEN WILL DO COURIER, bodyguard work any¬ 
where in USA. Total discretion. Lot 21 Sunset Ave., Saranac 
Lake, NY 12983._ 

ADVENTURERS FIELD COURSES. Learn all necessary 
skills. Totally affordable experience. Brief training ops. EX¬ 
PLORERS INTERNATIONAL, 518 Humboldt, Fallon, NV 
89406._ 

MILITARY POSTERS: original U.S. familiarization posters, 
showing Soviet equipment, CBR methods, etc. Set of 7 differ¬ 
ent posters, $19.50, postpaid. U.S. awards and decorations 
poster, $5. PARAGON SALES, INC., P.O, Box 2022, Joliet, IL 
60434. (815) 725-9212. (71) _ 

KNIVES, FOLDERS all sizes. Historic knives, swords and 
general weapons. Unbeatable prices. Color catalogs $2.00. 
DeINTINIS, 107 Summit Ave., S.I., NY 10306._ 

HOW TO MAKE YOUR OWN .22 cal pen gun from ordinary 
tools and materials, $4.95. ENTIUM, Box 1650, Carolina, P.R. 
00628.___ 

DETONATORS: Integrated circuit timing device. 3 to 16 min¬ 
utes. precise, reliable, $8.00 each. INTRONICS, P.O. Box 
10231, State College, PA 16801._ 

KNIVES, HANDCRAFTED fighters, folders, bowies. 40 mod¬ 
els. Catalog $2.00, PAT CRAWFORD, Dept. SOF, 205 N. 
Center, West Memphis, AR 72301. 


COMBAT SANDALS^ 

FOR LAND 
& WATER: 

RUNNING 
RIVER FORDING 
MARTIAL ARTS 
BASIC SURVIVAL 
JUNGLES/DESERTS 
BEACH ASSAULT/WAR 





World s FINEST GUERRILLA Sandals 
They're SECURE ON YOUR FEET 


► TOP SOLES (Leather) highly water resistant. 

► BOTTOM SOLES [Rubber) non-marring 

» BINDING SYSTEM |Nylon| & SOLES are Brown. 

» LACES (Nylon) V Wide, are Brown. Blue or Red. 
LENGTHS: 4 to 13 ; Men: 5 to 11Women. 
WIDTHS: (N) Narrow to Med: [W| Wide (o Med. 

II a perfect medium, order |N] 

Write usual width il known 

&/or send tracing o( loot while standing. 

THE RUNNING SHOE SANOAL 
THAT WILL OUT LAST A BOOT! 


Send:S36. + S2. UPS 
Extra Laces;SI.50 
Or for more info & 
loot sizing sheet, 
wrile or phone: 
|619| 436-2222 
M/C or VISA by phone 
Oeaier Inquiries Invited 
ALP SANDALS 
250-D N. HWY. 101 
ENCINITAS, CA 92024 


Worlds Largest Manufacturer of Athletic & Combat Sandals 


COLLEGE DIPLOMA - 1 DAY 

Has your diploma been lost or damaged? 
Most schools available. Beautiful exacting 
reproductions including seals & colors. All 
inquiries confidential. Color catalogue $3 

ALUMNI ARTS 

Dept. SF7 Box 552 Grants Pass, OR 97526 


LOOKING FOR UNIFORMS? We can supply all your needs; 
Send 50 cents for our list. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221._ 

EMPLOYMENT WANTED: Ex-U.S. Army Ranger, HALO and 
SOT trained. Demo speciality. Domestic or foreign, long or 
short term OK. C.W. BENNETT, P.O. Box 882, West Palm 
Beach, FL 33402. 

KNIVES — survival, military, plus militaria, books, insignia, 
more. One year subscription $2.00 (refundable). VALHALLA 
HOBBIES, P.O. Box 294, Arlington, MA 02174._ 

WANTED: TORTURE/INTERROGATION DATA. Resear- 
ching book on modern interrogation techniques, seeking true 
stories. Write: DP, Box 6592, Chicago, IL 60680._ 

MULTI-USE MULTI-APPLICATION INSECTREPELLENT: 

Produced exclusively for United States Military; Large quanti¬ 
ties for export or domestic; T.M. PROCESSING, 393 N. Morri¬ 
son Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. (408) 995-6533. (71) 

PROTECT YOUR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS! Get Alan 
Gottlieb's book “Rights of Gun Owners,” $3.00. SAF, Box 
1682D, Bellevue, WA 98005. (72) 

PARAMILITARY, LAW ENFORCEMENT, Survivals items. 
SMG accessories. Catalog $2.00. T-shirt w/logo $8.00 ppd. 
(State size). Send to: TACTICAL-ASSAULT, Box 35, Elwood, 
IN 46036._ 

PAPER TIGER ill — Sensitive electronic instrument using 
state-of-the-art technology. Provides reliable test for genuine¬ 
ness of paper currency: U.S. Dollar, Swiss Franc, German 
Mark, other currencies and travelers' checks. Built to U.S. 
Military Specifications. Send $79.95 each. Postpaid. Catalog 
of related items, $2.00 (refundable). STREETS, P.O. Box 
6007, Burbank, CA 91510.__ 

POSITION WANTED: Prefer Central American position on 
security team. U.S. Air Force, U.S. Army, electronics, closed 
circuit T.V., expert marksman. Send proposals to BEAR, 3599 
Sunset Drive, Upper Arlington, OH 43221. 

SOLDIERS SPECIAL-BLOWGUNS-CAMMO PAKS. 4 foot 
blowgun, $16.95: Fanny Pak, Day Pak, $15.95 each- Shipping 
and handling $3,00 each. Also trail packs, duffel bags, stuff 
bags and luggage. Colors available. Send for free brochure. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. PACK HOUSE, P.O. Box J, 
Mesa, AZ 85201. (71)_ 

SURVIVAL KNIVES — Knuckle knives, boot knives, throwing 
knives, stars. All at discount prices. Send $1,00 for list SPE¬ 
CIAL CUTLERY, 1104 Lee, Des Plaines, IL 60016. (74) 

TIGER STRENGTH for self defense. Spectacular results in 
weeks! Finally, a workout you can live wi)h. Free information. 
KISHA FITNESS SYSTEM, Dept. LI, Box 592, Duquesne, PA 
15110. 

GROUND ZERO SURVIVAL SUPPLIES — food, medical, 
radiation, survival. Catalog $1.00 (refundable with order). P.O 
Box 25532, Colorado Springs, CO 80936. (303) 598-9608. 

EXPEDITION ADVENTURES — Tips how to join legitimate 
expeditions. Send $3, K. POPE, 3203 Meridian North, Palm 
Beach Gardens, FL 33410. 


SOLAR SPRING. Unique 5‘ x 5' Mylar plastic sheet can collect 
up to 1.5 quarts of water per day even from desert sand. 
Includes instructions. Send $9.95 to LIFELINE INDUSTRIES, 
2265 Westwood Blvd., Suite 777, Los Angeles, CA 90064. 


ABSOLUTELY CONFIDENTIAL! Remails/Forwarding, dis¬ 
creet, private, reasonable. SASE to: RPS, P.O. Box 351, Ox- 
ford, OH 45056._ 

U.S. ARMY WOODLAND CAMMO UNIFORMS (BDU) Latest 
Issue, 4 pocket jacket, 6 pocket pants, $42.00 per suit. A.H.A., 
Box 21606, Denver.CO 80221. Mastercard and VISA 
Accepted!_ 

VIETNAM T-SHIRTS — authentic Vietnam artwork. Chieu Hoi, 
Vietnam Conghoa, Minigun, much more. Send long SASE for 
free catalog. BIEN HOA PRODUCTIONS, Box 56, Dept. TM, 
Fayettevijle, AR 72702. 



Then you need this collection of 
valuable information, advice, and 


y 


opinion, you can 
get it by sending 
$5.00 to: 


J 


Larry Loper 
P.O. Box 542 
Sugar Land, 
Texas 77478 


REMINGTON 1100 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM is now 

available! Seventy cfose-up photos illustrate how to convert 
your 1100 semiauto into a selective-fire assault shotgun. 9 x 
12, softcover, 96 pages, $14.00 postpaid. PALADIN PRESS, 
P.O. Box 1307-BFC, Boulder, CO 80306._ 

IDEAS, INVENTIONS, new products wanted now for pre¬ 
sentation to industry. Cali toll free 1-800-528 : 6050. In Arizona, 
call 1-800-352-0458. Extension 831. 

CONFIDENTIAL REMAILING — Veteran guarantees most 
reliable remailing. Lowest price. SASE to RICHARD K. BALD- 
WIN, P.O. Box 732, Madison, NJ 07940._ 

KEVLAR “FRITZ” HELMET U.S. Army’s very latest issue, 
very good used — Complete with woodland cover, straps, 
headband $150.00. Helmet with headband $130.00, plus 
$5.00 shipping. Certified Check or Money Order to ABC 
EQUIPMENT, Rt. 15, Box 21, Fayetteville, NC 28306. 

G.l. COTTON O.D. MUMMY Sleeping Bag Cover-new-$15.00 
ppd; Surplus Airline Inflatable Mae West Vest w/.2 C02 car- 
tndges-new-$20.00 ppd. UNITED CHAMBERS TRADING 
CORP., 83 Chambers St., N.Y.C., NY 10007. Mastercard, 
VISA, and American Express accepted. No phone or COD. 
(71) 


FLARE GUN — .12 ga. made from ordinary tools and mater¬ 
ials. Plans-$4.98. ENTIUM (SOF-1), Box 1650, Carolina, P.R. 
00628. 


NEW DELICIOUS HIGH ENERGY MEALS in tugged 
pouches. Not freeze dried. Carry 3 day supply in jacket pocket. 
Sample $5.95. J & B SALES, P.O. Box 1662, Greenville, NC 
27834. 


“COMMUNISM SUCKS,” Bumper sticker $2.00. P.W., Dept. 
SF, Rt. #2, Box 125A, Prudeoville, Ml 48651. 


WINNERS. International finance and off-shore specialist, in¬ 
sider of the Swiss banking system, will also handle your prob¬ 
lem. Courier service. Contact: HOW, BCM, Box 1935, London, 
WC1N 3XX, England. 


ARREST Violators?)) 

TRAIN * ^ 

FAST 
AT 


Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


I NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

S • Your spirit of adventure, danger,,and self 
(V' 7 X reliance can lead you to an exciting career 
opportunity. Solve mysteries, bringstii-mv 
nals to justice, protect the innocent. 
* -*t-**« Experts guide you every step of the way. 

Men and women needed to work in chal¬ 
lenging situations, withstanding hard¬ 
ships, make on the spot decisions. Learn 
the latest investigative techniques using 
- special law enforcement equip- 
■*1 ment...the same equipment used 
I by the FBI, the CIA. and the 
Secret Service. Start your own 
investigative agency. Save up 
to 25<£ and more on all equip- 
_ ment. Send for free details. 
Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public Instruct. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 
. DEPT. SF308, P.O. Box 2469, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 ■ 
Rush me your “Detective” Career Kit— | 
I Name—___Age_| 

, City/State/ZIp_ 1 



Surveillance Equipment, 
Criminology Kits, Badges, 
Briefcase Telephones, Leg 
Bolsters, Lockplck Guns. 
Bullet-Proof Vests, Infrared 
Night Scapes. RappelllriQ 
Equipmenf—Plus Much, 
Much More 



AUGUST/83 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 95 
















































































MERC FOR HIRE — One to three man team available. All 
offers considered and held strictly confidential. Courier, body 
guard and recon type operations our speciality. Immediate 
response. N.G., Box 302, Cape May Court House, NJ 08210. 

GERMAN WW1I NATIONAL FLAG, (45” x 54"), $19.95; 
Armband, $9.95. Both hand-sewn quality reproductions. Send 
to: THE COUNTING HOUSE, P.O. Box 457-SF2, Frewsburg, 
NY 1473B._ 

TRACER AMMUNITION, calibers .38 Special, .45 auto and 
.44 magnum. Reliable, non-corrosive, and reasonably priced. 
Dealers and distributors needed. Contact TAACO for prices 
and information. Void where prohibited. TAACO, 1911 10th 
Street, Monroe, Wl 53566. 

FREE KUNG-FU LESSONS— Guaranteed satisfaction, send 
$1 for postage, McLISA, P.O. Box 1755, Dept. SF-83H, Hono¬ 
lulu, HI 96806. 

RHODESIAN VETERANS interested in holding a reunion con- 
tact (805) 928-2895. (71)_ 

GENUINE GOVERNMENT ISSUE Jungle (Hot weather) clo- 
thing. 100% Rip-Stop cotton poplin. Camouflage pattern or 
standard O.D. Originally tiessgned for Vietnam - Now in limited 
production for special U S. Units - very scarce - Genuine. 4 
pocket jacket/shirt $29.95; 6 pocket pants $29.95; complete 
set $55.00. G.Ussue “Boonie” hat (cammo or Q.D.) $12.95; 
Commercial ‘'Boonie” hat (cammo or O.D.) $6.95; Fatigue cap 
(cammo or O.D.) $5.95; G.l. Ranger Patrol Cap (cammo or 

O. D.) $7.95. U.S. Standard Paratrooper Combat/Jump Boots 
(Leather) $34.95; Commercial Jungle Boots $29.95. All items 
are brand new - add 10% for shipping/handling. All sizes 
available - Specify measurements. Request our complete G.l. 
Equipment Catalog. ALPHA MILITARY INDUSTRIES, INC., 

P. O. Box 14674, Chicago, IL 60614.___ 

FOR HIRE —S.E. Asia veteran. ’68-70. LRRP’s, with EXTEN¬ 
SIVE international experience/training as courier, executive 
protection, and other duties. VGA, P.O. Box 309, 
Schenectady, NY 12301. (73) 

FOR SALE: $300 an acre. Own creeks, hardwood timber, 
pasture, barns, cabin, natural gas on a self sufficient mountain 
farm in a secluded hollow. 225 acres. Also, similar 1551 acres 
available for fortified camp. (606) 268-2500. 

POISONOUS HOUSE PLANTS. Protect yourself. A list of 50 
common poisonous houseplants and poisonous parts is now 
available, money refunded if not satisfied. Send $2 to: OMNI 
HORIZONS, P.O. Box 5061, Greeley, CO 80633._ 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION BADGES, equipment, KEPI s, 
etc. $2cash illustrated lists. MILES, Holbeach Hum, Holbeach, 
South Lincolnshire. England PE128JE. (72) 

MERC HELICOPTER PILOT FOR HIRE. Airborne, ranger, 
scuba and demo experience. Vietnam Vet. Looking for high 
risk, high pay. Available for courier work etc. Send details of 
assignment, name and phone number. ALL inquiries strictly 
confidential! Contact: JIM DALLAS, 7384 Dale Ave., Rich¬ 
mond Heights, MO 63117. 

VIETNAM COMBAT MARINE seeking short term work. No- 
thing too dirty, just ask. Contact THE ANT, P.O. Box 1553, 
Smithfield, NC 27577.__ 

30% OFF ALL GERBER KNIVES! GUARANTEED super low 
prices! Send $1.00 for complete price list. KNIVES, 52 
Edmund, Uniontown, PA 15401. 

GENUINE GOVERNMENT ISSUE Field Equipment special 
this month. Genuine O.D. Nylon LC-1 Field Pack with original 
shoulder straps — Brand new—$49.95. U.S. Nylon.45 Tactic¬ 
al Hip Holster, (cammo or black) $9.95. USAF Pilot’s Survival/ 
Tactical Vest with Leather Holster (multi-pockets inside and 
outside) Brand New $65.00/Add 10% for shipping/handling. 
Also available — complete line of Government Issue clothing, 
tactical and field equipment (LC-1, LC-2, nylon, canvas). Re¬ 
quest our complete G.l. equipment catalog. ALPHA MILITARY 
INDUSTRIES, INC. P.O. Box 14674, Chicago, IL 60614. 

EXECUTIVE PROTECTION AGENCY seeks agents and 
clients for security and para-military. Write Box 6762, Bend, 
OR 97708. (75) 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 


• Over 40,000 Items in Stock • 



S.S. Viking Dlv. Ring 

Large Size Only. In 
Heavy Silver Plate... 

$ 20.00 


Black S.S. Caps 

M-43 Take down style. 
Metal eagle & buttons 
S-M & Lg. Sizes... 

$18.00 

or S.S. Officers 

(w/Silver-top trim).., $25.00 


Our NEW 224 page fully Illustrated relic 
Collectors Catalog...S3.00/FREE with order 


W.W. 2 PRODUCTS LTD. 

P.O. BOX 2063-F ST. LOUIS, MO. 63158 


GENUINE GOVERNMENT ISSUE Cammo clothing. Wood¬ 
land BDU pattern and Desert BDU pattern. First quality, 50% 
cotton/50% nylon, reinforced/padded elbows, knees and seat. 
(Improved specs for less shrinkage). (Anti-infrared treated.) 
Specials this month — either pattern, 4 pocket jacket/shirt 
$24.95; 6 pocket pants $24.95; complete set $47.00. G.l. Ran¬ 
ger “Boonie” Hat (Woodland or Desert) $12.95; Commercial 
“Boonie" Hat (Woodland or Desert) $6.95; G.l. Woodland 
Cammo Patrol Cap $7.95; USMC Woodland Stand-Up Fatigue 
Cap $6.95; Summer-weight Woodland Cammo Fatigue Cap 
$4.95. G.l. M-65 Field Jacket (Woodland Cammo or Desert 
Tan or O.D.) $49.95. Insulated Liner for Field Jacket $14.95. 
Standard U.S. Paratrooper Combat/Jump Boots (Leather) 
$34.95. All items brand new—add 10% for shipping/handling. 
AH sizes available — Specify Measurements. Request our 
complete G.l. equipment catalog. ALPHA MILITARY INDUS¬ 
TRIES, INC., P.O. Box 14674, Chicago, IL 60614. 


THE BALLOON RANCH 
ADVENTURE 



AMERICA'S MOST ACTION 
PACKED FUN RESORT 


HOT AIR BALLOONING • 
HORSEBACK • WHITE WATER 
RAFTING • TENNIS • SWIMMING, 
HOT TUB, SAUNA • MOTORCYCLE 
TOURS • ULTRA-LITE • MOUNTAIN 
CLIMBING • COMBAT SHOOTING 
• SHOOTING RANGES • TRAP 
RANGES • FUN HOUSE • 
CORPORATE SECURITY • PAINT 
GUN MATCHES • EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL & SURVIVAL TRAINING • 
DEMOLITION SEARCH & ID 

SEND SELF-ADDRESSED-STAMPED-ENVELOPE 
FOR BROCHURE 

BALLOON RANCH 

STAR ROUTE BOX 41-SF 
DEL NORTE, COLORADO 81132 
(303) 754-2533 


“LAZERSTUN” DEFENSE WEAPON — Shoots high intensi¬ 
ty rays that blind! (CAUTION: Victims purport DISORIENTA¬ 
TION .BLACKOUTS...FAINTING!!!) Nonlethal. Handheld 
device temporarily "bleaches” pigments in the eyes' retina. 
(Similar to device featured bn television's C.H.I.P.S.!) Fully 
assembled. Send $49.95 each: NATIONAL PHALANX, Box 
131, Bridgeport, OH 43912. (Catalog, $5.00.) _ 

MILITARY PUBLICATIONS INTERNATIONAL DIREC¬ 
TORY.” Unique! Helps you contact worldwide 400 specialist 
war journals — weaponiy/militaria/historical/collectors/regi- 
mental. $5.00. SID ALLINSON, 24 Ravencliff, Scarborough, 
Ont., Canada. MIT 1RB. 

THE FIGHTING MEN is a .30-30 bullet of a novel about rough 
& tough Vietnam vets fighting leftist guerrillas in Central Amer¬ 
ica. 181 pages of explosive violence, adventure and sex. 
$14.95 (hdbnd), $7.95 (paper). PANJANDRUM BOOKS, Dept. 
1, 5428 Hermitage Ave., N. Hollywood, CA 91607. 

VIETNAATVETERANS — National Vietnam War Newsletter 
now in fifth year! Over 2000 paid subscribers and 100 life 
members. Details on over 450 Vietnam War books free with 
subscription. Vietnam Bookstore (mail order) has many new 
and used books for sale. One yearsubscsripticn, $16.00, Box 
122E, Collinsville, CT 06022. _ 

EX-MARINE LIEUTENANT, Vietnaqi veteran. Small,arms, 
tactics, parachute qualified, requires hazardous employment 
overseas. Security, undercover, commando operations, etc. 
MALDONADO, Box 287, Colby, KS 67701. _ 

RETIRED MARINE seeks unconventional employment. Ex¬ 
perienced helo gunner, drill instructor, M.P., supply, training. 
TOP, 5010 Poplar Level, Louisville, KY 40219. (71) 

FIREWORKS — ORDER NOW — for best selection. Send 
$2.00 for a catalog to — SPARK FIREWORKS, 8609 Lake 
Road, Seville, OH 44273. (71) 


ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE SECURITY EQUIPMENT 

("World’s Greatest Selection!"). Complete line of Investigative 
Transmitters, Telephone Applications, Recorders/Recording 
Devices, Tracking Systems, Night Vision Scopes, Counter¬ 
measure, Telephone Scrambers, Letterbomb Detectors, 
Drugs/Narcotics Analysis Kits, Emergency Locksmithing 
Technology, Bulletproof Vests, Electronic Defense Weapons 
and Technical Security Equipment virtually impossible to 
obtain elsewhere!!! We have what you’re looking for...’’ 
(New 1983 Professionals Catalogue, $20 00, Refundable; 
Surveillance Device Schematics Portfolio, $25.00: General 
Catalogue, $5.00.) Send orders: MICROTRON®. 500 Hawley 
Building Wheeling, WV, 26003. VISA/MASTERCARD Car- 
dholders Call: (304) 233-8007._ 

NIGHT VISION DEVICE $325.00!!! See in total darkness with 
this professional infrared viewer. Over 150’ range! Battery 
powered, handheld, assembled. Excellent for surveillance, na¬ 
ture study, theatrics... Includes: Lens, 7X Eyepiece and easy 
instructions. ("SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!") Send 
orders: MICROTRON®, 500 Hawley Building, Wheeling WV, 
26003. VISA/MASTERCARD Cardholders Call: (304) 233- 
8007, (Catalogue, $5.00)._ 

DRUGS/NARCOTICS ANALYSIS KIT $175.00!!! For profes¬ 
sional on-the-spot identification of barbituates, amphetamines, 
cocaine, opium, codeine, morphine, marijuana, hashish, he¬ 
roin, L.S.D., and many more.. .Chemical reagents, easy in¬ 
structions and handsome case included. Send orders: 
MICROTRON®, 500 Hawley Building, Wheeling, WV 26003. 
VISA/MASTERCARD Cardholders Call: (304) 233-8007. 
(Catalogue, $5.00).___ 

INVESTIGATORS 24 HOUR CASSETTE RECORDER 

$225.00!!! Gathers quality long-term recordings. Includes: 
built-in supersensstive microphone, telephone wiretaps, one 
cassette and autostop. Full feature. Compact. AC/DC. Excel¬ 
lent for investigators, court reporters, executives... ("SATIS¬ 
FACTION GUARANTEED!") Send orders: MICROTRON®, 
500 Hawley Building, Wheeling, WV 26003. VISA/MASTER- 
CARD Cardholders Call: (304)233-8007. (Catalogue, $5.00). 

PROFESSIONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICES plans, kits, P C. 
circuitry, famous drop in microphone cartridge, debugging 
equipment, more items available. For information send $4.00 
to COVERT SCIENCE, Rt. 2, Box 30, Charlotte, TN 37036. 

BRITISH — EX-FALKLAND VETS seek soldiering employ¬ 
ment. Only genuine offers. GNR McNALLY, 12. AD. REGT. 
RA, Kirton Lindsey, S. Humberside U.K. (71) 

DISCOUNT MILITARY EXPLOSIVE, boobytrap, silencer, 
machinegun making books. $1.00 for list. CASSADAY, 8690 
Aero Dr.,' M-184, San Diego, CA 92123. (72) 


AIM YOUR PISTOL IN TOTAL DARKNESS. Nightfighter 
sights are the first practical answer to accurate night time 
shooting. No gunsmithing required. $12.95 per kit. FLYING H 
ENTERPRISES, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 545, LaVefgne, TN 
37086.__ 

POLICE AND FIRE SCANNERS, radar detectors, two-way 
radios. Whistler Q2000 $189.99, SuperFox Vixen $184.99, 
Bearcat 100 $279.99, Regency Ml00 $194.99, Wilson WH 
2510 $479.99. (plus $3,00 shipping). Send for free discount 
catalog. SCANNERWORLD, 10-SF New Scotland, Albany, 
NY 12208. (518) 436-9606. (74)_ 

VIETNAM SLIDES. Authentic, taken during war. Catalog 
$1.00. D. KEEFER, RR Box 442, Buchanan, Ml 49107. (75) 

WANTED: ECHANIS' Knife Fighting/Knife Throwing for Com¬ 
bat. Also Hwarang Do information. LITTLEFIELD, 1429 N. 
Inglewood St., Arlington, VA 22205. 

VIET-ERA VET seeks short term contracts, courier, planning, 
etc. Could enjoy some south ot the border adventure. TOORI, 
FOB 26425, Tucson, AZ 85726.__ 

SHARPEN ANY EDGE IN SECONDS. Simple, easy tc use. 
There is no device as efficient as this re-sharpener. It is light. It 
is small. It is so readily storable you may choose to carry it in 
your wallet. 3 for $6.00 postpaid. DEPT. V.M., 6815 2nd Ave 
So., Birmingham, AL 35212. (73) 

“ELECTRONIC DETONATION: Methods of Improvisation”— 
incredible manual reveals secret techniques used by profes¬ 
sional operatives (schematics included). $15,00. A.T.i S., Box 
4063, Dearborn, Ml 48126._ 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE: Incredible manual, 
“Homebrew Bugging,” outlines 'wiretapping, bugging and 
many other ingenious, yet simple techniques used by profes¬ 
sional operatives, $15.00. Send $3.00 for catalog. A.T.I,S., 
Box 4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126._ 

CATCH THE SCUMBAGS! Our new manual "Countermea¬ 
sure Cookbook" shows how to build inexpensive and outland¬ 
ish security systems such as remote control of tear gas bombs, 
high voltage, recorders, cameras and exp'osives. $15.00. 
Send $3.00 for catalog. A.T.I.S, Box 4066, Dearborn, Ml 
48126._ 

AMAZING ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT: Automatic Tele¬ 
phone Recording Device $20.00, Telephone Listening Device 
$30.00, VOX (Voice Activated Recording Control) $35.00, 
Miniature Wireless Transmitter $35.00. Send $3.00 for cata¬ 
log. A.T.I.S., Box 4068, Dearborn, Mi 48126._' 

14 YEARS EXPERIENCE: 31 years okf, Bragg trained, com¬ 
bat experienced engineer, small arms, mountain, survival and 
medical specialist, single engine pilot, active Colorado 
licensed hunting guide, boayguara team available. Wants work 
in Central America or South Africa. All offers considered. Strict¬ 
ly confidential. Credentials upon request. Write: PROTECT, 
P.O. Box 4705. Woodiand Fark, CO 80863._ 

CAMOUFLAGE T-SHIRTS. Top Quality, Cotton Blend. Tl- 
GER STRIPE $8.00, U.S- Cammo $7.00, DESERT CAMMO 
$8.00, British DPM Cammo$8.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221 
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Laser Arms Corporation has, with a technological break¬ 
through, been able to produce the most sophisticated 
laser gunsight available today. Simply touch the remote 
button and the red laser dot will appear on the target, 
showing you exactly where the bullet will impact if you 
fire your weapon. This ruggedized unit is more compact, 
more reliable and has a longer life and at a cost about 
half the price previously charged to police departments. 
Completely self-contained and ready to mount to your 
rifle or shotgun. This laser gunsight is built to uncom¬ 
promising quality rarely found in the civilian market at 
only $1,995 00. For more information and ordering, con- 

tSCl uni it n^£rpcf dealer nr 
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LASER ARMS CORPORATION 


DEPT. SW 


P.O. BOX 4647 


LAS VEGAS, NV 89127-0647 • PHONE (702) 648-2795 


WHEN IT ABSOLUTELY 
POSITIVELY HAS TO BE 
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The New 

SL Carbine Series 
from HK 


The design team that created the internationally renowned HK family ot 
firearms introduces a new self-loading carbine in two calibers: the SL7 In 
cal. .308 and the SL6 In cal. .223. This multipurpose carbine Is- Ideal tor 
hunters, ranchers, law enforcement personnel and others who want a 
compact reliable and high precision field gun. 


Key features of the HK self-loading carbines are: 

■ Performance proven delayed recoil roller lock bolt system 

S Hammer forged polygon rifled 17 inch barrel 

■ Walnut slock with steel buttplate 

■ Diopter rear sight, adjustable for windage, and elevation— 
out lo 400 meters 

■ 3-shut CetachBble magazine standard with the SL7 (4-shot 
with the SL6), 10-shot detachable magazines, an optional 
extra. 

■ As with all HK rifles and carbines, scope mounts are 
available as an option. 


Alt HK firearms purchased af retail, are 
covered by our 5 YEAR UMTTEQ 
WARRANTY[ 


SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE 


933 N. Kenmore St., Arlington, Virginia 22201 703/243-3700 

fcJNty' . £ i, . | 

isn't it about time Opt you discovered HK quality? Visit your dealer today and get 
your hands on our precision and high performance products. You will be impressed 
by the qua lily and value of the SL? and SL6. You can learn morn about why 
discriminating sportsmen choose HK by sending $3.00 for our full color 24-page catalog. 

















